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. CHECK THESE FEATURES! 


Available in six (6) Petty colors. 
Preston Petty Gas Cap. 

Hustler Competition Petcock. 
Two (2) Petcock Receptacles. 
Hustler Delux Tank Mount Kit. 
21⁄2 Foot Fuel Line. 

Nylon Fuel Filter. 

2 Year (No Nonsense) Warranty. 
Complete Mounting Instructions. 
Hustler Decals. 


Most complete tank package available... 
anywhere! 








Join these Racers using 
Hustler Products: 
A. C. Bakken 








Available only from | 
better Motorcycle Deal- 
ers everywhere. | 


Send for our Free bro- | 
chure. 


SOLE U.S. MARKETING 
AGENT FOR 
HUSTLER 
PLASTIC TANKS 


ELMET 
HOUSE 


HELMET HOUSE, INC. 
DEPARTMENT PC 
2115 COLORADO AVE. 
SANTA MONICA ; 
CALIFORNIA 90404 y 
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DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU! 


Everyone knows that in order to be a top competitor, 
a rider and his machine have to share a certain rapport 
about things in general. They should have similar taste in 
racing, techniques, style and women. To get along with 
your bike, you've got to be the best of friends. But the 
man pictured below has unfortunately fallen prey to 
the dreaded “Bubonic Snafu,” which occurs when your 
machine discovers that you're not reading Popular 
Cycling magazine. The bike is infuriated, because it 
knows that for a mere pittance ($4:50) the two of you can 
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sit in the garage on lonely nights and together enjoy 12 
illustrious months of the best dirt reading known to 
civilization. Race reports, hop-ups, road tests, how-tos, 
how-not-tos and others will get the both of you into a 
misty eyed trance, just for the price of admission. So we 
suggest that you quickly snatch out the enclosed card 
from the magazine, fill it out and send it off to us, before 
your bike finds out the horrifying fact that you aren't 
already a subscriber. Do it now, and you'll both sleep 
better at night! 
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See attached card for money saving details. 


P.O. Box 49659 | 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 
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ROCK GUARD 


| would like to know where | can get a 
rock guard like the one that the test rider is 
wearing on page 50 of your September ‘75 
issue and also the price. When are you 
going to test the Can-AM 125 MX? 

David Nearns 
Jax, Fla. 


The rock guard was a pre-production 
unit that Zimmerman was testing for the 
Scott USA people. The production units 
should be available about the same time 
that this magazine hits the newsstands. 
The changes in the production unit, as 
compared to the one in the photo are: they 
will be two colors, the filter element behind 
the guard will be improved (it won't be as 
long) and there are cutting marks so that 
you can shave the unit to fit your needs. 
The Scott USA face mask will also fit right 
onto your existing Scott goggles, by way 
of six snaps that are located on the goggle 
frame, just under the lens. We are nego- 
tiating right now for a Can-AM 125 MX 
from the factory, and hope to have a test 
for you within the next two or three issues. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH 


Thanks for your test on the Husky 125 
GP. | have decided to get one and have 
already seen it. It sure is nice! But that isn't 
what I’m writing about. Colorado riders are 
fast, but not too many people know that. 
Take Gary Duncan, for instance. He took 
an 11th overall at Lexington, Ohio, and for 
goodness sakes, that ain't bad at all! And 
Arlo Englund, who is a real fast rider, has 
proved himself time and time again. But 
what really tees me off is your Whitney 
story. In the 500cc support class Carl 
Zortman came in second behind Peter 
Lamppu and in your article you changed 
the whole subject and started raving about 
Don Kudalski. | also think he's great, but 
you never said a word about Carl. Wasn't 
he going fast enough? Do you hate 
Colorado? 

Nick Popovich 
Denver, Colo. 


Carl Zortman is an up and coming rider, 
and we apologize if we overlooked him. 
Recently at the 500cc National at New 
Orleans, he put on quite a ride. We have 
been watching him and his Yamaha, and 
feel that in the following years, if he keeps 
up the pace he's setting now, you're going 
to be hearing a lot more about him. As for 
Colorado, we don't hate it at all, as a 
matter of fact one of our staffers spends 
about $1000 a year to go up there and go 
skiing on the good slopes you folks have. 


TAKA 100cc 


Last year my Dad and | bought a Taka 
100cc for only $500. | had never heard of 
the bike before, but it's made by a 
Japanese company called Rockford and 
my machine was an enduro bike when | 
first bought it. | made some major 
modifications like rewiring the electricals 
to eliminate the lights and horn, taking off 
the bulky air cleaner and replacing it with a 
Filtron. About a month later | bought a '73 
Yamaha expansion chamber and rebuilt 
the mouth of the pipe so it would fit onto 
my bike. After all those improvements it 
gave me the kick of my life compared to 
the purring of the straight pipe that 
originally came with the bike. l've had the 
Taka for a year now and so far l've raced 
and beaten a Yamaha 125 MX and a 125 
Rickman. l'Il admit | lost on a few other 
races but only by a few feet. | haven't seen 
any tests on the Taka 100 and was 
wondering if you were planning any for the 
future. 

Dan Doyon 
Blackwood, N.J. 


Because it is a rare machine and isn't 
readily available to the masses, we aren't 
planning on testing the Taka. But from the 
sound of your letter, you're a good garage 
mechanic and are gaining valuable experi- 
ence for when you move up to a thorough- 
bred race machine. It's nice to hear about 
people who can take a mediocre machine 
and turn it into a compatible race bike. 


POP CYCLE STICKERS 
In a number of your issues | have seen a 
Popular Cycling sticker on the bike. | was 
wondering if you know where l could get 
one and how much it would cost. 
Mike Van Leeuwen 
Buckeye, Ariz. 


Just drop us a letter to the mailing 
address listed in the front of the magazine. 
Put “Sticker Freebie” on the front some- 
where and BE SURE to include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. We'll 


. have one of the 47 gnomes that we employ 


send you out a sticker pronto. 


SPEEDWAY INFO 


Would you please send me some 
information on speedway organizations in 
the United States. | have just switched 
from motocross to speedway. | sold my 
new 1975 125 Montesa so | could buy a 
Jawa speedway bike. The Montesa was 
one of the best bikes | ever owned. | have 
been running three miles a day to get 
ready for the speedway and want to know 
of any tracks or organization groups in the 
California area. 

Larry Rice 
Normangee, Texas 

There are speedway races almost every 
night in the California area during the 
season. You can check Ventura County 
Fairgrounds, Costa Mesa, Bakersfield Fair- 
grounds, or contact one of the promoters 
through the local motorcycle newspaper, 
who in turn should be able to get you in 
touch with one of the sanctioning bodies. 
They'll get you all shaped up. 


Continued on page 9 











The Bilstein Nitrogen Pressure Gas 
Motorcycle Shock Absorbers, pre- 
viously seen only on factory works 
bikes are now available to dealers! 
Utilizing a 36mm high capacity oil 
chamber and pressurized nitrogen 
gas, Bilstein Shocks provide constant 
dampening action regardless of high 
temperatures or severe shock loads. 


These durable motorcycle shocks are 
standard with a Heim joint. De- 
signed especially for cantilever and 
forward mounted suspension set- 
ups. 


Used with a pair of Ken Ross Super 
Motorcycle Shock Springs, Bilstein 
Nitrogen Gas Pressure Shocks offer 
the kind of ‘‘tuneable”’ 

suspension your custom- z 

ers are looking for. ya 
Bilstein Shocks and / 

Ken Ross Super 
Motorcycle Shock 
Springs are avail- 
able through 
International 
Cycle House, 
exclusive dis- 
tributor for 

the motor- 

cycle indus- Á 
try in the 

U.S. for 

Bilstein. 


Some 
of the 
quality 

products 

from Inter- 

national Cycle 
House . . 


® Ken Ross Super 
Shock Springs 


@Spring Installers 


* | eak proof Fork Seals 


I.C.H. the exclusive 
motorcycle distributor 

for Bilstein Nitrogen Gas 
Pressure Shocks - You can be 
the exclusive distributor of 
LC.H. quality products 

in “your” area. 


4 Our 24 hr. phone no. 
` (714) 558-9543 


f Z gu ee ----------------- 
= ^ jim Cl Yes! i'm inter- 
ested in Internation- 
al Cycle House's exclusive distributor- 
ship in area. Send me com- 
plete details. 








Dealer 

Address 

City 

State — — — — — Zip 


Signature 


INTERNATIONAL CYCLE HOUSE 
1708 S. Lyon St. 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
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Cycles are big business 


















Registered Motor- 
cycles in U.S.A. 
5 Saource: Stat. Abs. of 
— U.S.A. Prepared by 
Bur. of Census 


Motorcycle Boom Means 

Big Profits for Repairmen 
Cycles are big business...and 
so is fixing them! There are 
more than 3 million motor- 
cycles registered in the U.S. 
today. Plus an estimated 3 
million more dirt bikes. But, 
there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics avail- 
able to repair them. (Imagine 
only one mechanic for every 
600 cycles!) No wonder 
career opportunities are so 
great for the skilled repair- 
man, And they’re getting bet- 
ter every day! The door is 
open to you now. Rush coupon 
for FREE illustrated brochure 
and full information. 


Motorcycle Shops Need Qualified Mechanics 

Has your bike ever been out of action waiting for needed 
repairs? It happens to almost everyone! It seems motorcycle 
shops just can’t keep enough mechanics on hand to take 
care of everyone. Wherever you go all over this country, 
you'll find motorcycle shops looking for qualified mechan- 


ics...and they pay good money too! 


Million New Cyclists 


4 


2 Millions 





'65:167 *69 71 173 775* 
Every year gets bigger. With 
sales forecast of over a 
million cycles a year, you 
can easily see there could 
be ten million motorcycles 
on the road in a very short 
ime. 


























Motorcycle sales are going 
through the roof! The estimate 
of a million new motorcycles 
bought this year is probably 
low—and now with gasoline 
shortages and higher prices, 
you can just imagine how 
many people are going to be 
switching from automobiles to 
motorcycles for their regular 
transportation...not to men- 
tion the thousands upon thou- 
sands of new dirt bike riders 
who are discovering the thrills 
of this action-packed sport. 


More Girls - More Bikes Each Year 
If you've been riding your bike for fun 
the past few years, you can see for your- 
self that more and more girls are taking 
up the sport. And this means more bikes 
every year...and a bigger demand for 
motorcycle mechanics. So get in on the 
action... get in on the fun—start making 
good money as a motorcycle mechanic. 
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if... guide you every step of the way 
to become a skilled motorcycle mechanic. 


If you like to ride a bike for fun...learn how to fix it for 
profit! Can you imagine a better way to earn your living? And 
best of all, the pay is great —- whether you choose to work ina 
cycle shop for somebody else or decide to start your own cycle 
repair business. Now, thanks to North American, there’s a 
fast, easy way to get the training you need ... at home in your 
spare time. No need to quit 
school or job. Experts show 
you step-by-step everything 
from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


You Get the Tools 
You Need for a Fast Start 


We send you the special cycle 
tools and test instruments you 
need. This set of precision 
tools is yours to use during 
your training...and yours to 
keep in your action-packed 
career. You actually learn by 
doing— with the tools in your 
hands—getting the practice 
you need to become an expert 
motorcycle mechanic. 

Everything is explained in 
easy-to-understand language, complete with drawings, diagrams 
and photographs. You'll learn engine design, carburetion, elec- 
trical systems...as well as how to adjust and repair frame, 
wheels, shocks, transmission, valves, everything you want to 
know from routine maintenance to a major overhaul. 


Start Your Own 

Cycle Repair Business 

Your future as a motorcycle 
mechanic is in your own 
hands. The big demand means 
you can decide for yourself 
whether you want to work for 
someone else or get into your 
own cycle repair business. 
Start in your spare time 
repairing cycles for friends 
and neighbors—or get a job 
with a motorcycle shop! After 
you've been a working 
mechanic, you can decide 
whether you want to start 
your own profitable repair 
business. 


SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 

Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
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Rush the coupon today for free facts — full fast! These are yours to use au Y toreydke mechanic. Find out al on the big demand for motor- 
information. in your action packed at colt matar full information. No cos cycle mechanics. 
H . Send tor 
You'll Be the Center of Attraction about tion... now or ever! Rush coupon toda. m 
















in Your Circle of Friends... . 
Enjoy the admiration of friends 
and neighbors as they flock 
around to watch you tear down 
and tune up all kinds of motor- 
cycles. And just think of the 
satisfaction in knowing you've got 
the best performing bike in town. 
Plus, you can make extra dollars 
fixing motorcycles for friends 
and neighbors. 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept. EDOC5, Newport Beach. CA 92663 
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EXPRESSION CHAMBER 


ENDURO ENTRIES 


| am the proud owner of a Penton 125 
Enduro. | am very interested in riding my 
bike in enduros. For the past summer | 
have been trying to get a schedule on 
when enduros are held in the New England 
area but | have been unsuccessful. Could 
you send me some info or tell me how | 
could obtain something, anything at all? 

Danny Potter 
Chepachet R.I. 


Check out Cycle News. They're usually 
pretty up to date on the enduro scene in 
the East. When you do find an event run 
by someone, make a point to find out what 
they have planned in the future so you're 
sure to be out riding instead of sitting 
idling in the garage. 


BAD BRAD'S GUM MACHINE 


| was at the New Orleans National race 
on Labor Day and saw Bad Brad's "chew 
one and win" gum machine. What 
happened to him in the second moto? Did 
he forget to chew a piece of his super-trick 
gum? 
John Rochester 
Franklinton, La. 


Wouldn't you just know it, Brad put a 
penny in the machine just before his moto 
was ready to leave and the damn thing 
didn’t give him his gum. He was later seen 
trying to feed the entire unit to a hungry 
alligator that had strayed into the pits. 


GOOD 175s 


My younger brother just bought an RM 
125. It’s really nice, but | was looking for 
something with a little more power. I’ve 
ridden some good 250s, but their size and 
weight are a little too much for me. I’ve 
been looking into the Husqvarna CR 175 
mainly. Is this any better than the RM? Is it 
worth the money, and what are some 
other good 175 machines? 

Ross Kaline 
Whittier, Calif. 


For the 175 class, the Husky is better 
than the RM, mainly because Suzuki 
doesn't make a RM 175. In the 125 class, 
we'd still have to go with the Husky, even 
pitted against the RM 125. Other choices 
in the 175 class include a Yamaha 175 
Monoshock, Can-AM 175 MX-2, Kawasaki 
KD 175 (with a lot of work) or a couple of 
125cc machines with a slight punch-out 
job. 


BUYER’S GUIDE ORDER 


Please send these items advertised in 
your current November Buyer’s Guide 
section: two factory racers at $14,500 
each, totaling $29,000. | would prefer the 
better of the two to come equipped with a 
high-zoot Yamaha, the other a Kawasaki. 
Then | can prove to my know-nothing 
friends that Kawasakis really do rule over 
Yammies. | will pay you later. 

Dwaine Charbonneau 
Hillsboro, Oreg. 


You should be getting a large box (with 
numerous holes punched in the sides) on 
your doorstep just as soon as the two 
factory racers quit arguing about who's 
faster and better, and as soon as we can 


figure out how to talk them into getting in 
the box. 


SHAPING EXERCISES 


| would like to know the best exercises 

to get into shape for racing next year. It 

gets too cold here in the winter to run or 

ride. | would like to concentrate mainly on 
arms and legs. 

Troy Tomscheck 

Joliet, Ill. 


Check out the Tibblin article this month 
about staying in shape. You might also 
want to try some cross-country skiing. 
Great for the legs, good for the lungs, and 
it teaches you how to conquer frustration 
when you realize that you're pushing 
yourself uphill about 90 percent of the 
time. 


RV vs. SL 


| own a 1974 Suzuki RV 90. | have a 
problem. One of my friends owns a 1972 
Honda SL 70. The other day | went to his 
house and we decided to have a drag race. 
| was sure | was going to beat him, but he 
beat me four times out of four. | think that 
my bike lacks enough speed and power. 
Could you give me any info on where | 
could get a hop-up kit? 

Kevin Nicholson 
Florence, S.C. 


The Suzuki Rover wasn't designed to be 
a stoplight to stoplight racer. It's geared a 
lot lower than your friend's SL 70, thus it is 
slower on flat ground. If you really want to 
find out which machine is better, challenge 
him to a race on some really nasty steep, 
gnarly, terrible, yucky uphill section, and 
see which machine gets there first. By all 
means, don't hop up the engine. It’s 
strong and well built, and won't give you 
any problems in stock trim. 


SMITH GLOVES 

| am trying to find out what kind of 

gloves Marty Smith wears, and apparently 

no one seems to know. Also, do you start 

a FMF Honda CR-125 in first or second 
gear? 

Ken Taylor 

Goleta, Calif. 


Marty has been wearing the Mikkola 
gloves by JT Racing lately, as has Pierre. 
You can usually start a FMF Honda in 
second gear with a little clutch slipping. 


125 MAICO 


| own a ‘74 125 Maico which | think is an 
excellent bike. | have beat Elsinores and 
other 125 machines in stock condition. But 
what | want to know is why isn't Maico 
entering the 125 in the Nationals? Is it 
because they don't have good enough 
riders? | find the 125 very competitive and 
just as good as other 125s. 
Ron Augelli 
Scranton, Pa. 


It seems that Maico isn't out for the 125 
market. They haven't approached anyone 
(to our knowledge) to ride the 125 for them 
in the Nationals. Considering the fact that 
Steve Stackable is their lone American 
entry in the Trans-AMA we would figure 
that they are on a tight money budget, 
thus the 125 isn't in their plans right now. 
Maybe next year. You might have gotten 


some heads swirling over in poe i 





FOX SHOX 


The best moto-x shocks available 


e GAS PRESSURIZED 

e ADJUSTABLE DAMPENING 

e MADE IN U.S.A. 

e REBUILDABLE 

e FADE-PROOF 

e FIVE LENGTHS AVAILABLE 
12, 12%, 13, 13% and 14% in. 


$ PR. 
LESS 
SPRINGS 


Elsinore owners! The 141⁄4in. FOX SHOX 
are the hot-set-up. Bolt them on your 
stock CR-125 & CR-250 and you get 
6 in. travel, on the CR-250M1 you get 
7 in. Now you can get LTR without 
expensive frame mods. 


FOX SHOX -—geta pair 
today and go faster next Sunday. 


GAS FORK KIT 


FOX FORX 
Designed and Manufactured by Steve Simons 


Used by BRAD LACKEY in Europe 
Unique dampening rods supplied 
Gives 8, 9, even 10 in. travel 
Available for Husky, Betor, CZ, 
Maico, Elsinore, Yamaha 
Monocross & RM-125 forks. 

A bargain at only $50. 


THE MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGlincy Lane, Dept. PC 
Campbell, CA 95008 (408) 371-1221 
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e) A Home-Study Plan that 
puts it all together! No special talent needed, 
because we teach you the professional 
secrets, short-cuts and easy ways to handle 
air-brushing, decals, screen-prints, striping, 

murals, upholsteririg, carpeting, metal- 
work, woodwork, etc. 
NOT A "BOOK"! This is a “do-it-yourself,” home 
study plan that teaches you step-by-step. You are 
guided all the way by our experienced counsellors. 


; TOOLS & SUPPLIES INCLUDED! Not theory—but 
m$ real learning through practice! You get tools and 
dx ec supplies like air-brush, stencils, decals, screens, 

> brushes, metal-working, carpentry and 
„a Upholstery tools. Nothing else to buy! 


wy 
SAVE BY CUSTOMIZING 


YOUR OWN VAN OR CAR 
... Start Earning Good 


PIN-STRIPING 
FUNKY LETTERING 
PORT HOLES z 
MOON ROOFS fF 
SCOOPS 
SIDE-PIPES 







CARPETING 

UPHOLSTERY 
PANELLING 

DRAPES. W 
HIGH-BACKS | 
BUILT-INS 
ETC. 
















FREE Full Color 7:9 
Customizing Bro- 
chure Shows You 

How Easy It Is, 

How Fast You Can 

Start! Write for 


Money Customizing for 
= = |t Today! 


Others in Your Spare 

Time... Even before You 
Finish Your Course! 335 
= “laa » "Careers by Home-Sludy — — — 1 
JE» CUSTOMIZING CENTER 1 
asec, 4401 Birch St., Dept. EDOC5 1 
Z€ Newport Beach, CA 92663 I 

Rush me free information and full color brochure 

explaining how ! can learn customizing for just 
a few dollars a month, no salesman will call. I 
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PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIESinc. 


SPECIAL SALE 


We've got stacks of 30mm Mikuni 
Carbs jetted for CR125. And in order 
to move ‘em out, we'll include an Air 
Boot and alarge diameter Intake Man- 
ifold a// for the price of the carb 


alone. $3595 


FOR ALL 
THREE 



















ORDER MUST BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY THIS AD FOR SPECIAL PRICE 


5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 
714/996-4430 
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By Mike Nicks 


It was a pity that Scott Autrey couldn't 
have been at the 30th running of the World 
Speedway Championships at London’s 
Wembley stadium earlier this fall. Like 
Daytona, Monza and Le Mans, Wembley is 
one of those special places in the folklore 
of motorized sport, and Autrey desperately 
wanted to become the first American in 37 
years to reach the top three in a Wembley 
World Final. . 

But his luck ran out in the European 
Championships qualifying round in 
Poland. Eleven of the 16 starters were to 
go through to Wembley, and in current 
form Autrey should have had no problems. 
But he blew his best engine in practice, 
and using a spare motor he suffered a 
string of problems which landed him with 
four no-scores and one win from his five 
rides. 

It would, however, be an exaggeration 
to say that Scott was missed on the big 
night at Wembley. Wembley is one of 
those events that's bigger than the riders 
who compete in it. The original home of 
the World Speedway Finals in pre-World 
War II years, the atmosphere there has an 
emotive charge all its own, and is 
notorious for unsettling the nerves of even 
the greatest riders. 

Speedway is big in Europe, and in 
Britain especially, with its ultra-tough 
British League Division One (Autrey, you 
may recall, rides for 1974 league champion 
Exeter). Six million people a year watch 
speedway in Britain, and 80,000 of them 
converged on Wembley for the big night. 
As they streamed toward the huge arena, 
police had to tour surrounding main roads 
broadcasting loudspeaker appeals for fans 
to abandon their cars in sidestreets or even 
on the sidewalks, as the official car parks 
were already full. Such is the draw of the 
Wembley World Finals. 

This year's event looked more open than 
for some years past. The 16 qualifiers 
included Ivan Mauger, the 35-year-old 
New Zealander who is arguably the most 
successful speedway rider of all times; 
aiming for a fifth world title to equal the 
record of legendary Swede Ove Fundin, he 
already boasted this incredible World Final 
record—fourth in ‘66, third in ‘67, 
champion in '68 and '70, second in '71, 
first again in '72, and second in '73 and ‘74. 
Reigning world champion Anders Michan- 
ek of Sweden. Australian bombshell Phil 
Crump, making a dramatic bid to win a 
World Final at his first attempt, and armed 
with a very special weapon: a four-valve 
engine developed by his father-in-law and 
fellow rider Neil Street, which gives extra 





traction away from the vital starts in 
speedway. Denmark's 1971 world cham- 
pion Ole Olsen. A tough British trio of 
Peter Collins, John Louis and Ray 
Wilson —all mounted on  four-valve 
Weslake engines, a new power unit to 
speedway which has drastically reshaped 
the sport this year. Collins in particular was 
tipped to become the first Englishman to 
win the world title since 1962. Finally, on 
yet another of the threatening four- 
valvers, Bernie Persson on the Swedish 
ERM engine. Persson forced Mauger to a 
run-off for the title in 1972, before losing. 

The Wembley track itself plays an 
unusually dominant part whenever the 
World Final is held at the London stadium. 
Ironically, it's not one of the best for 
exciting racing, as the bends on its 
378-yard length are flat and tight, and if a 
good rider can get his front wheel 
alongside the inner white line on the turns, 
it's almost impossible for even the most 
determined rider to pass on the outside. 
Not even a world champion can do what 
he wants at Wembley; he has to accept 
the tactics that the quirky little track will 
permit. 

On to the racing. Crump made a fine 
no-nonsense start by winning the first race 
of the night; Mauger got the next one and 
Collins the third—so far the form book 
ruled. Heat four brought defending champ 
Michanek up against Olsen, and it was 
here that Michanek made his one and only 
error of the night. Russian Viktor Trofimov 
got out of the gate first, but Olsen was 
sharp enough to ease inside on the exit 
from turn one and dive into a winning lead 
on the next turn. Michanek, however, 
languished in third place throughout and 
never looked like a champ. 

Crump got race five to maintain his 
unbeaten record, but the next race 
brought a further shock as Olsen and 
Mauger squared off against each other, 
with Briton Louis and Pole Edward 
Jancarz completing the grid. Mauger had 
been almost unapproachable this season; 
he'd earlier run through 14 League 
matches while conceding only one defeat. 
In this race Olsen had the inside starting 
position while Mauger was on the outside, 
a disadvantage, as the outside man has 
marginally more ground to cover as he 
cuts across to plough into turn one. Olsen 
got into the turn half a bike length ahead 
and Mauger went skittering into the dirt on 
the outside of the bend, leaving Louis to . 
take second place, an almost unique sight, 
watching Mauger get passed from behind. 

With Collins winning his next ride, that 
left just him, Crump and Olsen unbeaten 
after all 16 riders had been through two 
rides. Two of the hottest names, Mauger 
and Michanek, had each dropped two 
points. 

It was the ninth race on the program 
that put the title within Olsen's reach, even 
though he wasn't in it. This was the lineup 
of super talent: Mauger, Michanek, and 
the so-far unbeaten duo of Crump and 
Collins. 

Mauger got to the turn first, as Collins" 
attempt to cut across from the outside 
starting berth failed, and he slewed wide 
into the boonies. But then Mauger got 
passed sensationally again from behind, as 
the wily Michanek slipped through on the 
inside, to hold on to the finish. The 

Continued on page 68 


MR. RIDER, We stock many hundreds of specialty 


items for Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki and Honda plus Husq- 
varna, Maico, Penton, CZ, and all bikes. If we don’t have it 
on the shelf we will get it fast. A new trick item, ***, call on 


THANK YOU 


us, we will do our best. Call or write today. 


WORKS PIPES 


Make Model Style Tip Price 
Honda MR 50 UP Red $42.50 
Honda SL/XL70 Red $32.95 
Honda XR75 Red $32.95 
Honda SL100/125 Red $34.95 
Honda XL100/125 Red $34.95 
Honda CR125 Red $49.95 
Honda MT125 Red $49.95 
Honda MR175 Red $49.95 
Honda XL250 Red $39.95 
Honda CR250 Red $59.95 
Honda CR250MI Red $64.95 
Honda MT250 U Red $59.95 
Honda XL350 Red $39.95 
Yam  GT80 Yel 
Yam YZ80 Yel 
Yam 100MX A&B Yel 
Yam  125MX A&B Yel 
Yam  AT1/2/3 MX 
or Enduro 
Yam  YZ125 
Yam YZ125 Mono 
DT2/RT2 MX 
YZ250C Mono 
DT2/RT2 End. 
DT3/RT3 MX 
i TM100 D 
i TS125 
i TM125 
i RM125 
i TS185 
i TS250 
i TM250 


D 
Maico 250 Radial D 

Maico 400 Radial D 
513 Maico 450 Radial D 


MOTO-TECH WORKS PIPES the pipe with 
the bright colored tips. A very high quality pipe 
with a wide power band, yet more horsepower. 
Each pipe tuned to what each cycle requires for 
optimum performance. Race proven. The price 
is also less than most stock pipes. 


WORKS SEAT KITS 


WORKS SEAT KITS include special cover, 
special hi-density foam, adhesive, easy instruc- 
tions. A softer higher seat cuts fatigue, used by 
international champs. 


# 610 CR125 Els. 

# 611 CR250 Els. 

# 612 XR75 Honda 

# 613 Husky exc. GP 

# 614 Husky 75 GP 

# 615 Maico all 

# 616 Pent exc. GP 

# 617 Pent late GP 

#618 OSSA Phantom 

# 619 Hodaka MX 

# 620 Bultaco MX 

# 621 YZ80 Yam 

# 622 Yam MX 

# 623 Yam 125 Mono 

# 624 Yam 250 Mono up 
Carrerra 


GOGGLES ScottUSA .... 
Malcolm Smith by Scott.USA 


BOOTS MX or ISDT 
IN STOCK. Specify MX or ISDT and size one 
width only available. 1/2 sizes in stock. 
FULL BORE 
NORSTAR 
HI-POINT PLATED 


3.5 Gal. BAJA TANK 


BY MALCOLM SMITH Light, race proven. 
Colors: Red, Yellow, Silver, White, or Clear. 
Mounting hardware, gas cap included. Specify 
right or left fuel valve. $44.95 ea. 


# 625 Suzuki all TM MX 
# 626 Kawasaki all KX 
# 627 CZ all MX 


ALL $17.95 
EXCEPT 
CZ AT $19.95 


DID or SUN Alloy Rims 
Specify 
YEAR — MAKE—MODEL 
FRONT—REAR 


DID $39.95 ea. SUN $36.95 ea. 


WHITE OPAQUE FENDERS 
SUZUKI PENTON 
K-SU1 TM100/125 frt. — K-PE1 Frontall 
K-SU2 TM100/125 rear M-PE2 Rear all MX 
K-SU3 TM250/400 frt. BULTACO 
K-SU4 TM250/400rear — K-BUL1 Front all MX 
K-SU5 TS125/185 frt. M-BUL2 Rear all MX 
K-SU6 TS125/185rear YAMAHA 


MAICO K-YAM1 Frt. MX 73 on 
K-MA1 Fr. to early 75 K-YAM2 Rear MX 73 on 
K-MA2 rear to 75 M-YAM3 Mono 125 rear 
M-MA3 Frt. late 75 GP M-YAM4 Mono 250 up rear 
M-MAA rear 75 GP 
N-MAS5 GP R/H No. plate 
N-MA7 GP L/H No. plate 
cz 

K-CZ1 CZall front 
M-CZ2 CZ all rear 

K-CZ3 CZall mudguard 
HONDA 

K-HON1 All front Els. 
M-HON2 125 rear Els. 
M-HONG3 250 rear Els. . 
KAWASAKI 

K-KAW1 KX125 front 
M-KAW2 KX125 rear 
K-KAW3 KX250/450 Frt. 
M-KAW4 KX250/450 rear 
HUSQVARNA 

K-HU1  125Front 
K-HU2 250 Frt. thru 74 
K-HU3 1751976 GP 
K-HU4 250/360 GP Frt. 
K-HU5  Rearto 73? 
K-HU6 Rear all to 74 
K-HU7 Rear 1975 GP 
L-HU8 Carb cover to 74 
K-HU9 Mudguard to 75 
M-HU10 Seat base to 74 


ALUMINUM SWINGARMS 


U.S. SPORTS MFG. ORIGINAL aluminum 
swingarm. The answer to your handling prob- 
lems. Strong non-flexing arms with forward or 
stock shock mounting positions. Guarantee in- 
cluded with arms. 
#711 Yam 125/175 MX & YZ #714 Suzuki TM125 
# 712 Honda CR125 Els. #715 Suzuki RM125 
# 713 Hodaka 125 #716 Kaw KX125 
125/175 ARMS 2 POSITION 
250 UP ARMS 3 POSITION 
#717 Yam all MX & End. 
250cc up. 
#718 Honda CR 250 Els. 
# 719 Maico all 250 up 
#720 CZall250up 
# 721 Suzuki 250 up 
s«««« SPECIFY: MODEL & YEAReasss^ 
*All arms include all necessary hardware and 
easy instructions. Some come with hollow axles. 


LEVI MX PANTS 
DYNAMITE Levi MX pants. Heavily padded. 
Order waist size only. Adults sizes 28''-30''-32"- 
34”-36”-38”. Childrens 22”-24”-26”-28”. 
Adults ...$18.95pr Childrens ...$16.95 pr 


NYLON MX PANTS 
MOTO-TECH super tough light comfortable MX 
pants. Heavily padded with heavy-duty zippers 
and have their own belt. Seat and inner legs are 
lined for heat protection. A really top value. Order 
waist size only. Adults: 26'-28'"-30'-32'"-34"- 
36"-38" Black with Yellow Stripe 

Blue with Stripe . . .$39.95 


BELL HELMETS 
RT “Road & trail" white, orange, red, blue . $36.95 
SUPER MAGNUM silver, white, orange ... 5 
STAR white, orange 


STAR 120 white, orange 
INSTANT UPS PARTS 
PARTS SERVICE***WE CARE*** 
HUSQVARNA*PENTON*MAICO*HONDA* 


***PRICE*** 


# 722 Husky exc. 125 

# 723 Bultaco all MX 

: 724 Penton all MX 
#725 CAN AM exc 125 

# 726 Kaw KX 250 up 


10th ANNIVERSARY 


HONDA OF PIQUA 


1500 S. MAIN ST., PIQUA, OHIO 45356 
TEL. (513) 773-8034 24 hr. RECORD-O-PHONE. 


GAS TANKS YZ-CR 
STYLE 


Light, unbreakable plastic gas tanks YZ Yam 
or CR Honda style. Includes gas cap, petcock, 
and all mounting hardware. Red, yellow, blue, 
white colors. 
8911 YAM All 250 up MX, YZ and 

Monoshock 
#912 HONDA CR125 Elsinore style .... 
#913 HONDA CR250 Elsinore style .... 


GAS SHOCKS 


#1011 paige- down Konies w/alum bodies 
12.9 COM 13.4"; also 11.9” & 13.9" 
w/bodi $1 
#1012 Gas Girlings 11.8” 12.8", 13.5”. 
Specify soft, medium, or hard 
dampening 
# 1013 Gas Bilsteins 11.9”, 12.9", 13. ab 
# 1014 Gas Ceriani 11.9”, 12.9", 13.5”. 
# 1015 Gas Marzocchi 12.4” , 13.0", 
and 13.5" 
# 1016 Gas Fox Shocks 12”, 12.5’, 13”, 
13.5" and 14 4" $99 
# 1017 Konies Std. Incl. springs 
# 1018 Boge Std. All sizes incl. springs . 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE SPRINGS. Less springs 
deduct $9.95* When ordering SPECIFY: make, 
model, year of bike, also spring rate, length of 
shock eye to eye, bolt size of eye, weight of 


rider, etc. 
GAS FORK KITS 

GAS FORK KITS for all Jpn. bikes plus many 
others, converts to air forks, does not include 
dampening spindles, etc. Inexpensive yet max- 
imum increase in handling. Specify year, make, 
model OT DIG. o qus snnt s Smee evar $15.95 
POPPY GAS GORILLA fork kits incl. special 
dampening spindles & gas conv. 8” travel. For: 
KAW, KX, YAM MX, YZ, & Monoshock 250cc 
up. Also all 250cc up CZ, Suzuki and Hus. $45.95 
***POPPY GORILLA FORK KITS also availa- 
ble. Non gas & incl. special S&W springs for 
longer travel & spec. damp. spindles 95 
POPPY MAICO 8" fork kit (not gas) only $26.95 
GAS FOX FORK KITS for Husky, Maico plus 
more (Fox Forks have up to 9” travel, used by 
Lackey) $ 

1" extender kits all bikes spec. model ect. $5.95 


UNIVERSAL LEAK-PROOF 
FORK SEALS Guaranteed not to 


leak for one year. 


For All Bikes/Models $12.95 kit 
TWIN-AIR.G.P. FILTERS 


In stock for: Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda, CZ, Husq- 
varna, Maico, Kawasaki, OSSA, Bultaco, Pen- 
ton, Montesa*. SPECIFY: Make, Model, Year. 
NEW! Can-AM, and more. From $3.95 to 
$22.95. Most include frame/2 foams, Mono- 
shock 2 Frames/4 foams. 


FOAM FORK LEG PROTECTORS 
Fit all bikes: Red, Blue, Yellow, Black -$3.95 pr. 


HALLMAN PRODUCTS 

TEAM JERSEYS: Husqvarna, Kawasaki, 
Yamaha, Maico, Bultaco, Suzuki in factory 
colors 

EUROPA style jersey: Yamaha & Penton . 9. 95 
HONDA style Red/White/Blue $24.95 
TEAM LEATHERS: Decoster, Pomeroy, 
Kawasaki, Std., GP and Yamaha. Order 
waist size 28” to 38” i 
TEAM CHEST PROTECTORS: Kaw, Honda, 
Husky, Mako, Suzuki, and Yamaha. With 
boo logo: $1 

JOFA SHOULDER PADS/CHEST PRO- 
TECTOR $39 


HOW TO ORDER 


Order sent C.O.D., cash or you may charge to 
Bankamericard or Master Charge. Personal 
checks add 10 days to delivery. 

How to figure total charges to your door: 


Cost of items ordered $ 

If C.O.D. add $ .85 

If Ohio resident add 4 % 96 Tax $ 

For Freight and Handling $ 200 
Total of Above $ 


MAIL ORDERS SAVE GAS — & SALES TAX 
exc. Ohio. (Prices subject to change) 
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_ ALL ABOUT HONDA 


Over a dozen machines tested and evaluated. Tune- 
ups, transmissions, suspensions, racing ... every- 
thing you need to know about Hondas. 114 pages. 
100’s illustrations. 













grazer ru E 
COMPETITION MOLES 
Tune lips to Hopi ps 









` Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 

















I'm enclosing $ for copies of Wild World 
of Honda. Add 25¢ shipping each copy, Calif. residents add 6% sales 
tax. 


Name 





Address 





City 








State, Zip 





e Permanent Vinyl 
Binders e Keep your 
back issues of Popular 
in perfect 


Cycling 
condition! 


ONLY $5.00 EACH 


POSTPAID 
Each binder holds 12 issues 


morg Era ay 


TO: POPULAR CYCLING, P.O. Box 49659 Los Angeles, CA 90049 


| am enclosing $ for. 
Please send to: 


SAVINGS ??? 


Popular Cycling binders. 











Almost anybody can sell 
motorcycle parts and accesso- 


Dealers are trained and know- 
ledgeable. They know the 
ries. business — know the product- 


the riders. It makes good 
sense to support and buy from 
those you can count on for 
quality and service. Depend 
and rely on your Franchised 
New Motorcycle Dealer for all 
your parts and accessories. 
Its the better way. 


But who — in their right 
mind — would buy plumbing 
fixtures from a lingerie sales- 
person...or vice versa. 
Franchised new motorcycle 


and are concerned about those 
who enjoy cycling. 

It's the Dealer who supports 
the sport; who works con- 
stantly for the best interests of 





“Recycle Your Cycle Dollars!” 


NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE DEALERS ASSOCIATION 
Box 3500027 Minneapolis, Minn. 55435 
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tech 
tips 


ARM ANGLES 


| just got around to reading your May 
issue and | think that your "Supertuning" 
article is a great idea. My Suzuki TM 125 
ceased last fall. | knew what happened 
when it did, so | took it over to the shop. 
After three months and $80 worth of work, 
| got it back this spring. | soon found that 
the shop fixed the bike but didn’t remedy 
the problem. | couldn't afford having them 
do it again, so | had them bore it for me 
and l'm doing the rest. I’m the kind of guy 
who likes to tinker so when my bike was 
apart, | decided to try and change the 
clutch plates. | got the case off and the 
new piston came in. | was anxious to get 
out riding and racing again so | decided to 
forget changing the clutch plates, but 
found | could get the case on but the 
clutch wouldn’t work. The lever would pull 
in but the clutch wouldn't engage and the 
lever wouldn't spring back at all. Any 
information would be appreciated. 

While reading your ‘‘Supertuning’’ 
article, | couldn't help thinking why don't 
you guys publish a magazine which would 
be strictly technical stuff and articles about 
making your bike more competitive. 


Kevin Andrews 
Spencerport, N.Y. 


On the end of the clutch arm there is a 
small burr. When rotated, this connects to 
the small unit in the center of the clutch 
plate, which in turns releases the plates 
and disengages the engine. To solve your 
problem take the arm out and re-insert it 
properly, following the manual closely. 
Also make sure that you've got the clutch 
plates in properly and the pressure plate is 
on right. 


MT 250 CURE 


This letter is for all Honda MT-250 
owners who are riding stock bikes and 
getting sicker of them all the time. First, all 
the junk like mirrors, turn signals, horn, 
etc., must be removed. | also took out all 
the unnecessary wiring including the 
switch for the horn, high beam and turn 
signals. To save some weight, | replaced 
the battery with a Pacifico Battery 
Eliminator, which is not only a lot lighter, 
but also takes all maintenance worries 
away because of the lack of water in a 
battery. Getting to the tires, | have a Riken 
4.00x18 on the rear, which is an excellent 
tire for all the sand we have here in 
western Michigan. On the front | have a 
Cheng Shin 300x21 which works super for 
cornering in the sand. The bike was geared 
a hair too high, so | put a 14-tooth 


countershaft sprocket in place of the stock 
15. Footpegs were replaced with toothed 
desert pegs. The rear was replaced with 
one about one-fifth its size, like on the MR 
175. A mud flap was added to the front 
fender to keep the fins clean, and a fork 
brace was added to strengthen the forks. 
For suspension improvements | went to 
Koni shock absorbers on the back, and 
changed from ATF in front to a 20 wt. oil in 
the spring and a 30 wt. in the summer. 
Brass swingarm bushings are next. 
Going on to the powerplant, there are a 
number of things | did to get more ponies 
out of the engine. The ports were 
smoothed down and polished, that is all 
ports except the transfer and intakes. 
Don’t touch them! They will chip and flare 
like they have known to do on the TM 125 
and others. To up the compression 15 
thousandths were milled off the head. A 
Whispering Smith pipe was added. All 
these modifications require a few adjust- 
ments also. A no. 125 jet, the stock jet for a 
CR 125, needs to be added. Also the oil 
injection needs to be richer a hair. I’m 
using Klotz Synthetic oil which is a great 
oil for my bike. I’m using a Champion Gold 
Paladium N2G plug which is one heat 
range cooler than stock. A warning should 
be given to those who intend to modify 
their engine. Take spark readings for every 
adjustment you do. This might save you 
buying a new engine. If you do a lot of 
riding in the sand, it would be a good idea 
to change rings annually at least for the 
piston. The reason is that the airbox in the 
MT 250 is nothing to get excited about. 
Several parts need to be waterproofed if 
you plan to bomb through any water. | 
would tell you what they were, but | 
sprayed and taped several things so | don’t 
know what exactly was letting the water 
through. | also put a cushion on the cross 
bar of the handlebars which has come in 
handy a number of times. Just thought l'd 
let you know. 
Mike Riley 
Hart, Mich. 


Check out the story on the MR 175 in 
our October '75 issue. It might have a few 
other tricks that you would like to include. 
You should work for the Honda factory. It 
sounds as though you turned your bike 
into what the Japanese over in the home 
country were trying to manufacture in the 
first place. 


MAICO QUESTIONS 


| am considering either a GP Maico or 
Husky big-bore. Most people say the 
Maico requires a lot of maintenance. Does 
this mean that you have to take the engine 
apart and get brain seizures because you 
need new parts, or is it just heavy eyeing 
on the nuts and bolts and minor parts. 
Where | live the Maico 450cc costs $200 
less than the Husky 360. In buying the 
Maico, would | eventualiy have to put the 
money difference into the bike to keep it 
running? 
Bill Fitzsommons 
Sparks, Nev. 
Your Maico will be good to you if you're 
good to it. Most people never follow the 
original owners manual when they get a 
bike, and it's quite possible that any 
motorcycle, regardless of brand or size, 
will fall apart if not properly maintained. 
Continued on page 14 





HOW TO RIDE 
MOTORCYCLES 


OVER 300 
ACTION AND 
HOW-TO-DO-IT 
PICTURES 
ONLY $2.00 
plus shipping 


This is not just another book on how to 
ride motorcycles but an encyclopedia of 
professional secrets and techniques for 
riding and winning! Huge motocross 
section; Interviews with the pros; Trials 
techniques; Street riding; Desert riding tips. 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 


($2.00 plus 25d shipping for each copy. Calif. 
copies of “How to Ride Motorcycles.” 


I'm enclosing $ 
residents add 6% sales tax) for 
Please send to: 


Name 
Address 
City _ 
State Zi 
PLEASE PRINT—COUPON IS YOUR MAILING LABEL 








M. 
< 
= 

3 


eo BEACH. V" 


BE A MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC! 


Motorcycle repair is big business. 
Over 7 million motorcycles in use. 
15 million projected by 1980. 


16,000 motorcycle dealers now in 
business. Number increasing 
every month. Dealers need 
qualified motorcycle 

mechanics now! 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE 
INSTITUTE mo e... 


P.O. Box 2628 City: 
Daytona Beach, Fla., 32015 Phone: ( ) 


APPROVED FOR 
VETERAN’S TRAINING 


Write or Call Toll Free 
800/874-0645 


Florida Residents Call Collect 
904/255-0295 


FOR FREE INFORMATION: 76-1-14 


Name: 


State: Zip: 


Age:— Veteran: —— 
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TECH TIPS 


With the Maico, you should go riding for 
about two hours, then return to the garage 
and tighten up nuts and bolts. You don't 
have to split the engine and with proper 
care, you should only have to take the top 
end off to change rings and occasionally a 
piston. The Maico and Husky have very 
Similar maintenance requirements. The 
manual states that you should pop off the 
top end after every race and check out the 
ring gap clearances, then go over the 
entire bike with your wrenches to be sure 
that everything is snug. We know quite a 
few people who follow the manual to the 
letter and have never had more problems 
with their Maicos than someone else who 
rides a Japanese machine. We wouldn't 
suggest buying one or the other because 
of less maintenance. They're almost 
identical. 


BULTACO BACK ENDS 


I need help on deciding what | should do 
about the rear suspension on my '75 360 
Bultaco Pursang. I’m pretty sure | will get 
Bilstein shock bodies but l'm stuck on 
whether | should get the Bilstein springs or 
the good-looking Reeder air shocks. Also, 
if | did get the spring setup l'm not sure 
what pound-rated spring | should get. | 
weigh 160 Ibs. and | bottom the stock 
Telescos a lot. What pound springs are the 
stockers? l've read a lot of magazines, 
yours especially, and all of them say that 
the springs are too stiff. They are a mite 
too weak for me. Any suggestions? 


Mike Vincelli, 
Burbank, Calif. 


It’s possible that your machine might 
have come with very soft springs for some 
reason. We have found that the 90 or 
100-Ib. springs on the Bilstein shocks 
works rather well for tracks around 
Southern California. The Reeder Airspring 
works well and gives you the advantage of 
dialing in the rear suspension. You also 
might want to check out the article in our 
November '75 issue; the procedure is done 
by Bay Area Bultaco. They're right 
in your area and we're sure that your bike 
will feel much nicer with the improved 
suspension modifications. 


CASE INDUCTION 


| got the book called Wild World of 
Honda and it has an article in it on Marty 
Smith's Honda Elsinore 125. It says that 
somewhere in the engine is a reed valve 
system that appears to take the incoming 
fuel mixture and route it through the 
transfer ports first. Your normal Honda 
won't do this without extensive research 
and modifications. | want to know if | 
could do this to my bike, plus get it ported, 
a pipe and a 32mm Mikuni. Do you know 
anyone who has this induction system 
offered? 
Sam Foltanazza 
Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 
We've got to bail out on this one Sam. 
There is one accessory house that caters 
to 125cc two-strokes that is currently 
working on the induction system that 
you're talking about. It’s all hush-hush 
right now and we're sworn to secrecy. We 
can however, tell you that it does work, it 
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does make the bike go faster, and most 
importantly, it does cost a lot of money. 


GEAR SLIPPING 


| have a YZ-C 125 mono, but | have a 
problem. It seems that my bike and a 
couple other people's monos have been 
having transmission problems. With mine 
it's mostly shifting from second into third, 
sometimes it hits neutral and when | push 
it down it will be in third. | hope you can 
give me an answer on how to cure this 
problem, because I'm really pleased with 
the bike itself. 

Paul Kawalerski 
Cheektowoga, N.Y. 


You might have worn out shifting 
springs, or the shifting drum could be 
getting tired. Check the gearings around 
the drum, the shifting forks for straight- 
ness, and the gears for slop. You also 
might want to slide out the shifter shaft 
and see íf it's straight. You might have 
fallen down on it and bent the shaft, thus it 
doesn't go into the proper gears all the 
time. 





AIR FORKS 


| own a 1974 Yamaha 100 MX. | read 
your October issue on air fork caps and 
they sounded pretty good. | bought a set 
through the Bob Ottow kits, and got a new 
set of fork seals. | took out the springs and 
spacers and used automatic transmission 
oil in the forks. When | put it all together 
and pumped it up and down, it worked 
pretty good. My first testing session was 
the same —the forks are great. But | have a 
problem. The oil leaks out of both fork legs 
at the bottom of the slider nuts. Any 
advice would be appreciated. 
Pete Buettner 
Henderson, Nev. 


You forgot to put the little bronze 
washers back in the bottom of the forks 
when you re-inserted the fork units and 
attached them to the dampener units. The 
oil is seeping out and around the bolt at 
the bottom. Put the washers in and the 
trouble will go away. 


YES AND NO 


| would like to know if there is any kind 
of kit available that could change a pair of 
unrebuildable 12-inch Boges into a pair of 
rebuildable 12-inch Boges. l've heard 
something about Number One Products 
having this kind of a kit. Is this true? If so, 


do you know how much it costs? 


Randy Salo 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


At the present time there is no kit 
available for rebuilding a set of unrebuild- 
able Boge shocks. Sorry. 


MX vs. STREET GEARING 


My friend and | are having an argument. 
| say that motocross bikes are geared 
lower than street or trail bikes and he says 
the opposite. Would you please settle the 
matter by telling us who is correct? 

Chuck Lucíano 
Vestal, N.Y. 


You're right. The majority of motocross 
bikes are geared much lower than any 
street machines. 


FACTORY WRENCHES 


| just returned from a trip to Unadilla. 
The race was outrageous— Roger was 
fantastic. After the race the promoters 
were nice enough to let the spectators 
walk through the pit area. What really 
freaked me out was the factory wrenches 
and the bikes. | stayed at Team Honda's 
pit and got autographs from the whole 
team. | race local motocross out here in 
New Jersey. What l'd like to know is how 
do you become a factory wrench? Do you 
need special training or do you just have to 
know someone? | work on my bike and ! 
like it very much. | watched Roy Turner 
working on Pierre Karsmakers' machine 
and someday | would like to do something 
like that. | would like to work for Team 
Honda especially. Can you give me any 
info on how to get into this field? 
Dave “CR” Dreispan 
Saddle Brook, N.J. 


The majority of the factory mechanics 
are picked up from shops. Almost all of 
them have been Honda mechanics for 
some time previous to working for the 
factory. Your best bet would be to try and 
get a job working in a local shop (maybe 
just after school) and learning about 
two-stroke engines. There are also a lot of 
good instructional schools that take you 
from Point A all through to Point Z on the 
engine, frame and suspension details. 


SOFT SHOCKS 


| have a '74 Yamaha 125 enduro. The 
rear shocks that came with the bike are too 
soft. My friend has a '74 MX-100 with 
Thermal Flow shocks. We switched 
shocks to see if any change would occur. 
My shocks worked great on his bike, but 
the Thermal Flows are still a little too soft 
on my bike. | tried heavier oils but that 
didn't seem to help much. What | would 
like to know is what weight springs should 
| get for the Thermal Flows? | do rough 
trail riding. 
Blair Martin 
Anderson S.C. 


We really can't tell you what springs to 
get if we don't know how much you 
weigh. If you're around 140 Ibs., try going 
to an 65 or 90-Ib. spring set and see if that 
works. If it's still too soft, go to a stiffer 
springs. You might find that many shops 
will gladly return springs that you've 
already tried for a stiffer set. e . 
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SUPER CYCLE POSTERS 


Gigantic Super Graphics 22 by 34 inches only $295 


These all new posters are an exclusive from POPULAR CYCLING Magazine. They were personally selected by the editors... 
you won't find them anywhere else! Each is beautifully lithographed on art stock and shipped postage paid to you, 
wrinkle-free, in a heavy mailing tube. Take your pick at only $2.95 each. ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
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“Domination in motocross by Euro- 
pean riders is just about over,” stated 
Gerrit Wolsink. The occasion was a party 
being held a few days before the opening 
round of the 1975 Trans-AMA at Road 
Atlanta, Ga. Gerrit was explaining to us 
why only he, Suzuki teammate and 
World Champion Roger DeCoster, and 
Gilbert DeRoover on CZ would be the 
only European riders campaigning this 
year’s Trans-AMA Series. 

"Tt isn't as easy for European riders to 





By Jim Gianatsis 


All the other factory bikes were the 
same as what we've been seeing all 
season. The Honda Team was supposed 
to have trick new GP bikes for the 
opening race, which they might use in 
Europe next year, but the bikes hadn't 
arrived from Japan as expected and the 
riders were having to make do with their 
RC 400 bikes from the Nationals which 
had been rebuilt. Atlanta was Marty 
Smith's fourth race ever on the big 
Honda and when teammate Pierre 
Karsmakers told Marty just before 
practice on race morning that he'd like 
the bike even better now that it had been 
ported for more power, Marty could only 
exclaim, ‘‘The thing was too fast for me 


ROAD ATLANTA 





win in America like past years. The 
American riders are now as fast as we 
are. Most of the European riders who are 
still fast enough to win in America are 
near 30 years old and have families with 
which they want to spend some time. 
Conditions in Europe are extremely 
difficult for young new riders to become 
involved in the sport and move up 
through the ranks. The time for an 
American World Champion is not far 
off." 

Gerrit's reasoning explained why 
family men like Heikki Mikkola and 
Bengt Aberg were missing their first 
Trans-AMA Series ever, and Yamaha 
factory riders Ake Jonsson and Hakan 
Andersson were racing down in Australia 
where the pickings would be easier. 
Maico teamsters Adolf Weil and Hans 
Maisch wanted to race this year's Series, 
as did Suzuki's Willi Bauer, but all three 
had to stay home due to race injuries. 

While it seems fairly certain that either 
Roger DeCoster or Gerrit Wolsink will 
once again dominate this year's Series, 
American hopes have to be high that our 
two top Grand Prix riders, Brad Lackey 
and Jim Pomeroy, will be able to put a 
major halt to the U.S. dollar drain this 
year. All the other top American riders 
were on hand to lend Bad Brad and 
Bimbo support at Road Atlanta, with the 
exception of Billy Grossi who broke a leg 
and Rex Staten who broke an arm, at 
local races back in Southern California. 

Gary Jones was on hand with the new 
355cc Jones Islo, but Gary was not yet 
back in condition after having been out 
of racing since March with a broken leg, 
and the bike had electrical troubles 
which also kept it out of contention 
throughout the day. If the bike does 
prove to be competitive by the end of the 
Trans-AMA Series, it could go into 
production as early as February of 1976. 
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before!” Pierre replied that all he had to 
do was keep it in a higher gear. 

The Suzuki riders, DeCoster, Wolsink 
and Tony DiStefano, had shiny new 370 
RNs for the Series. Jimmy Weinert had 
his trick OW 400 National Champion- 
ship winning Yamaha. In the Husky pits, 
Brad Lackey had dual air pressure/float- 
ing seal forks on the front of his 360 
Husky and pressure adjustable gas-oil 
shocks on the back, while Kent 
Howerton stayed with a stock suspension 
on his nearly production 360 CR. 

Jim Pomeroy had an improved suspen- 
sion on his 360 Bultaco which included 
leading axle Marzocchi front forks with 
nearly nine inches of travel. During 
practice he seized both of his factory 
works cylinders on the bike and was left 
with having to use a borrowed stock 
cylinder for the race. 

Practice itself had gotten underway 
late because of a new Motorcycle 
Industry Council method for conducting 
the sound test on bikes during technical 
inspection. Mike Runyard picked up a 
$100 contingency award because his 
factory 250 Can-AM proved to be the 
quietest bike to go through inspection. 


MOTO ONE 


Brad Lackey had the huge crowd 
screaming his name as he thrashed out 
ahead of the pack and the first moto of 
the FM-96 Rock/Cycle News sponsored 
Road Atlanta Trans-AMA got underway. 
Gary Semics had his 400 Kawasaki in 
second position, not far ahead of Marty 
Smith, Gaylon Mosier and Jimmy 
Weinert. Jimmy tried to make a move 
with his Yamaha around Gaylon’s 
Maico, but Jimmy overcooked a slick 
off-camber turn and went down, recover- 
ing at the back of the pack. Roger 
DeCoster had gotten his Suzuki off the 
line dead last and Gerrit Wolsink’s 


position wasn’t much better. Both began 
to quickly drive their way up through the 
pack and make up the lost ground, but 
on about the sixth lap, Roger seemed to 
slow up his pace considerably and no one 
could understand why. It wasn’t until 
after the moto had ended were we able to 
find out that his brake pedal had broken. 
He still continued to ride the moto at a 
quick enough speed, tackling Road 
Atlanta’s tricky off-camber downhills 
with just his front brake, and even passed 





Gerrit near the end of the race to finish a 
creditable fourth. 

Jim Pomeroy had gotten his Bultaco 
off in about tenth place at the start and 
quickly began picking off riders at the 
rate of about two per lap. By lap five 
Bimbo was in second place and running 
SO yards behind Brad. Race strategy 
began to form in the minds of the two 
American GP veterans as Jim first moved 
up on the rear fender of Brad’s Husky, 
forcing Brad to pick up his pace a little, 


then Jim pulled back again to let Brad 
have back a Hit@tle free rein. Jim just 
wanted to let Brad know that he was 
there, but that the moto was still less 
than half over and it would be foolish to 
battle it out all the way to the finish. 
Brad seemed to comply with what Jim 
was letting him know and eased up on his 
speed by a few seconds per lap. 

Both Brad and Jim were still burning 
up the Road Atlanta hillside at a quick 
enough pace that they weren’t too 


worried about anyone else catching up. 
Pierre Karsmakers had worked his way 
up to third place by the halfway point in 
the moto, passing Smith and Mosier, but 
then the piston in his Honda began to 
lighten itself by dropping chunks down 
into the lower end. Pierre retired to the 
pits, followed soon after by Gary Semics. 

Gaylon Mosier had been putting in a 
fantastic ride with his Wheelsmith Maico 
as he held down third place for most of 
the race, but with about 10 minutes 


remaining in the moto he began to grow 
a little tired. Marty Smith moved his fire 
red Honda around Gaylon, and was 
followed soon afterwards by DeCoster 
and his no-brake Suzuki. 

With the moto nearing its end, it was 
time for Pomeroy to begin his drive on 
Brad. Closing in on Brad without 
warning, Jim had his spot picked as he 
pulled his Bultaco only inches around 
Brad on the bumpy front straight in view 
of all the spectators. Everyone began 





screaming for their favorite rider as Brad 
closed back up the distance on Jim, 
rubbing his Husky off the Bultaco’s rear 
fender in an effort to get back around. 
Freight-training around the course for 
more than a lap, Brad finally found the 
space on the inside of a tight second-gear 
uphill turn to repass Jim. As Brad made 
his move, the Husky hit a ditch and 
flipped Brad off. Bimbo was left with a 
clear run to the checkered flag as Brad 
restarted and remounted the downed 


Husky. They both had a big enough lead 
over Smith in third, that Brad was able to 
hold on to second place, followed by 
Roger DeCoster in fourth and Mosier 
fifth. 


MOTO TWO 


With his thirteen-star bicentennial 
American flag emblazoned across the 
front of his jersey, Brad Lackey once 
again blasted his Husky to the lead of the 
second moto as Marty Smith, Gerrit 
Wolsink, Jim Pomeroy, Gary Chaplin, 
Tony DiStefano and Steve Stackable fell 
in behind. DeCoster had gotten off in 
mid-pack, but with his rear brake now 
back in working order he was living up to 


Jim Pomeroy Calls It, 


“One More For America!” 
As He Wins 
the Series Opener 





his nickname the “Rocket” as he quickly 
began to close on the front runners. 

Brad wasn’t looking as quick as he had 
been during the first moto, and on the 
third lap Gerrit Wolsink had already 
gotten around Smith and decided it was 
time to do the same to Brad. Gerrit 
moved the works Suzuki into the lead 
where he would stay for the next 30 
minutes. Brad needed to stay two 
positions ahead of Pomeroy to come out 
with the overall win, but the prototype 
gas-oil rear shocks on his Husky were 
going bad and he was having a difficult 
time keeping the bike on the throttle. 

Steve Stackable was having problems 
as well. The factory Maico rider had 
problems with a slipping clutch during 
the first moto, but still managed to 
salvage fifteenth for the moto. Now in the 
second moto, he was forced to retire 
when his clutch began slipping again, the 
seat fell off his bike, and the rear shocks 
went away. 

The best race of the day began taking 
place as Pomeroy and DeCoster moved in 
on Smith and Lackey resulting in a 
four-way battle over second place. Jim 
passed Brad, then Brad passed him 
back, then Jim took over second place 
again. The four of them were close 
enough to fit inside of a 4.50x18-inch 
knobby. They ran like this for two laps 
until Roger began to figure it was time to 
show everyone why he’s rated the 
four-time S00cc World Champ. Dialing 
on the yellow RN 370 Suzuki, Roger 
pulled around, between, and over the 
three Americans to set out after Gerrit. 
For Marty Smith, it was an outstand- 
ing job as the young 18-year-old held his 
own against the best riders in the world. 

Roger kept up his charge and began 
reeling in Gerrit, who had built up quite 
a lead by this time. With 10 minutes 
remaining in the moto, Roger passed his 
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European teammate and kept up his 
speed to show everyone that he was still 
the fastest, holding his pace to the 
checkered flag. With his rear shocks all 
but gone by the end of the moto, Brad 
had to be satisfied with sixth place for 
the moto as Jim Pomeroy finished third 
behind Wolsink, then Smith fourth and 
Tony DiStefano fifth. 

Flashing a victory sign with his right 
hand and holding the Road Atlanta 
Trans-AMA Trophy in his left, Jim 
Pomeroy proclaimed from the winner's 
circle, “One more for America!” His first 


knew I was safe. Marty Smith almost got 
me at the finish though, when I got held 
up by some slower riders." 

This year's Trans-AMA Series may not 
have all the famous Europeans that it has 
had in the past, but it still has the best 
riders in the world. It just so happens 
that now many of the best riders in the 
world are Americans. 


250 SUPPORT CLASS 


Can-AM didn’t feel that their 355cc 
prototype would be competitive in the 








moto win, backed up by his third place in 
round two had earned Jim and Bultaco 
the first victory of the 1975 Trans-AMA 
Series. Roger’s outstanding second moto 
performance had moved him up to 
second overall for the day ahead of 
Marty, Gerrit and Brad. 

Even though he won the Belgian GP 
earlier this year, Jim Pomeroy has also 
had a lot of bad luck this season as well, 
and the Road Atlanta win really made 
him happy. “It was really close. I was 
really getting pulled bad down the 
straights because of the stock cylinder on 
my bike, and I had to ride my tail off in 
the turns. When I pulled out a 15-second 
lead on Brad during the second moto, I 





Pomeroy, after a bad start in one moto, 
worked his way to the front of the pack. 
Here he receives a pit signal on the 
status of Lackey, the leader, who is 22 
seconds ahead. 


Marty Smith, on his first big ride in the 
open class, proved that 125 riders aren’t 
to be discounted. Marty put in quite a 
ride, battling with Pomeroy, DeCoster 
and Lackey during the second moto. 
Here he edges Rex Staten out of the 
good line in a corner. 
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International class, so they entered team 
riders Jimmy Ellis and Mike Runyard in 
the Support class where they would help 
sales of the production bikes a lot more. 
It proved to be an excellent idea. Jimmy 
Ellis ran away with both motos as Mike 
Runyard worked his way up through the 
pack to finish second in the first moto. 
Mike was really impressive in the second 
race when he caught Jimmy midway 
through the moto and was set to take the 
lead away from him, only to crash and 
finish in sixth for third overall. Rick 
Burgett ended up with second on a 
Yamaha MX, with Terry Clark on a 
semi-factory Husky and John Savitski, 
Bultaco, taking fourth and fifth. Pd 
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Jim Weinert had a bad day, with starts, 
crashes, and things in general. He and 
mechanic Bill Bushka got it all together 
the following week at Ohio. Here they 
compare notes on the Yamaha 
suspension, reliving the old days when 
they had “only this much travel." 





The support class looks as though it's 
going to be a two-man show, with 
Jimmy Ellis and Rich Eierstedt battling 
on their 250cc machines. Eierstedt, just 
returned from injuries, was originally 
scheduled to ride the open class, but 
changed to support just before the 
series opened. 


ma 








Arnie and Rubio, Pomeroy’s two mechanics, keep Jim up to 
date. If a spectator can decipher the scribblings on the 
boards, he’s usually more in tune than the announcer. 


At the checkered flat, Jim Pomeroy was the second American 
to ever win a Trans-AMA race. Counting it as another win for 
the U.S., Pomeroy wholeheartedly plans to dominate the series. 





Sometimes the starts at Road Atlanta 
are confusing. There are so many 
different available lines that you get a 
varied amount of techniques and 
strategies going into the first corner. 





RESULTS: 

500cc International 
1. Jim Pomeroy (1-3) Bul 
2. Roger DeCoster (4-1) Suz 
3. Marty Smith (3-4) Hon 
4. Gerrit Wolsink (6-2) Suz 
5. Brad Lackey (2-6) Hus 

250cc Support 
1. Jimmy Ellis (1-1) C-A 
2. Rick Burgett (3-2) Yam 
3. Mike Runyard (2-6) C-A 
4. Terry Clark (8-5) Hus 
5. John Savitski (6-7) Bul 
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By Tosh Konya 


CLUTCH OVERHALL 


How Not to Lose a Couple of Horsepower 


Historically, the clutch of any bike is an area that receives 
little or no maintenance. As long as the bike still moves 
forward, the unwary rider assumes that the clutch is fine. The 
late model Yamaha (250, 360, & 400) Enduro and MX clutches 
are very fine units, but like anything else they should be 
inspected and rebuilt at regular intervals to insure proper 
operation. If you are a racer, this inspection should be quite 
regular as no one needs a DNF to spoil a good day at the races. 
The time interval between inspections is entirely individual as 
each person is unique in his/her riding manners. Generally 
speaking, cowtrailers will probably go several years on the same 
clutch while expert-class racers will use up several clutches in 
one short season. Pick where you stand between these two 
extremes and inspect your clutch accordingly. 





As in most engine parts, heat is again our enemy and it will 
cause the oil to break down very quickly, which in turn 
accelerates wear. Motocross racers should go three weekends 
between oil changes and cross-country racers should cut it to 
two weekends between oil changes. Most clutches operate on 
just enough oil to keep them cool and when you must hold the 
clutch in for long moments (like on the starting line) or slip the 
clutch to make it over a steep hill, you have just pushed the 
clutch into the danger zone. Such abusive tactics will cause an 
abnormal amount of wear and if done to excess will eventually 
cause clutch failure. Worn friction plates, burnt steel plates, 
and sacked-out clutch springs are an expensive lesson in proper 
clutch operation. 

The first step is to thoroughly wash your bike to prevent any 
of last week’s crud from falling into the clutch/trans- 
mission cavity. Now drain the oil, remove the kickstarter, 
and disconnect the oil injection pump if your bike is so 
equipped. Remove all the screws that hold the clutch cover in 
place then give the cover a few taps with a plastic hammer. The 
cover should now be free, but you'll probably have to loosen the 
rear brake adjustment and push the brake lever all the way 
down before the cover can be pulled free. 
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With your clutch renewed, you can boogie with confidence 
as you know that the engine is delivering all its power, not 
losing any that is absorbed by a bad clutch. 


The clutch cable in the foreground is the original from 
Yamaha. The cable mounted on the bike is a replacement part 
and is vital for proper clutch adjustment as it features a 

cable adjuster. 


The clutch is held together by six shouldered Phillips screws 
so you should use an impact driver to avoid damaging the screw 
heads. Once these screws and the springs are removed, the 
pressure plate will come off and you can pull out all the friction 
and steel plates. Look for steel plates that are discolored or 
warped and replace as required. The friction plates should be 
measured with a pair of vernier calipers to see if they are within 
specifications. Yamaha says that the friction material should be 
3.0 +0. Imm in thickness. The clutch springs sack out with time 
and they should be no shorter than 36mm for proper tension. 

If you've been fanning the clutch to excess or popping 
wheelies, look for grooves in the clutch housing caused by the 
tangs on the friction plates slamming against the housing. 
These grooves can be easily removed by some careful work with 
a flat file. You'll have to remove the large nut in the center of 
the housing before the housing will come free. The housing will 
spin as you try to unscrew the nut so you can stick a rag 
between the primary drive gears or use a Yamaha clutch tool to 
hold the housing while unscrewing the nut. Once the housing is 
off, just file off the minimum amount to make a smooth 
surface. If the clutch housing cutaways aren't smooth, the 
plates will hang up and will sometimes cause a stiff-feeling clutch. 





The burnt steel clutch plate and sacked spring on the right 
are vivid proof that slipping the clutch causes damage. The 
plate on the left is used but in good condition and the spring 
is brand new. Notice that the sacked out spring is one 
millimeter shorter than the new spring. 


The clutch housing has a bronze bushing in its center and 
that in turn rides on the primary gear retaining collar that slips 
over the transmission input shaft. Check for galling or wear on 
these parts and replace as necessary. The clearance between the 
bushing and the retaining collar should be .009mm to .048mm. 
The clearance between the retaining collar and the 
transmission input shaft should be .020mm to .062mm. The 
bronze bushing is pressed in at the factory and there are no 
replacement bushings available from Yamaha. If you have a 
badly worn bushing, you'll probably end up buying the whole 
housing. There is a possibility that you may find the correct size 
bushing in an industrial bearing house, but you'll still be in for 
a fair investment as the old bushing must be pressed out, the 
new bushing pressed in, and finally the new bushing 
precision-honed to the correct size. Unless you have your own 
machine shop, you'd be better off buying a new housing from 
your dealer. Yamaha should have used a roller bearing here as 
it would have made a more durable and nearly frictionless unit. 

Some Yamaha MXers came equipped with an extra thick 
steel plate that was a substitute for one friction plate. If this is 
so on your bike, buy another friction plate and discard the steel 
substitute as you can use the extra bit of clutch area. This was 
probably some small cost savings instituted by the budget 
department. 

If you have a '73 or '74 model, there is the possibility that 
your clutch cable housing has no adjuster in the middle. 
Without this adjuster it is almost impossible to remove enough 
free play to make the primary starter (kicking in gear) work 
correctly. Swing on down to your local Yamaha dealer and get a 
replacement cable with an adjuster. It will make your life much 


more pleasant. £ : 
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With a bit of 
careful file 
work, you can 
make the 
clutch housing 
as good as 
new. Your 
clutch will 
now operate 
much 
smoother. 


The clearance 
between this 
collar and the 
clutch housing 
bushing 
should be 
.009mm to 
.048mm. 


The thickness of the clutch friction plates should be 3.0 
and 0.1mm. 


This clutch housing shows the grooves caused by the clutch 
friction plates. These grooves can contribute to an 
improperly operating clutch. 
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Dave Aldana putting in just a 
few of the 1000 hex head 
screws in his tires for traction. 


Ever since motorcycles were 
invented, there have been dif- 
ferent versions of how to use 
them. Racing has so many 
aspects and there are so many 
different ways of utilizing a bike 
to go fast that it’s hard to get 
into the sport without finding 
some version that is just right 
for you. Enduro, motocross, 
desert, speedway, flat track, 
TT, half mile, trials, mile, road 
racing, touring, and cafe racing 
are just a few of the ways you 
can abuse your body and bike 
to have a good time. 

Ice racing, although it’s been 
around for a long time, hasn’t 
gotten the attention that it de- 
serves. It’s a big sport in Russia 
and some of the North Ameri- 
can areas where the ground 
stays frozen for half the year. If 
you saw the movie “On Any 


Photos by Steve Reyes 





diss Wat a 


e o ee ud 


With all those tire studs, you just know that a little nudge on 
the rear end has just got to make your eyes water. 


By Brad Zimmerman 
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Sometimes when you fell, it was best to run for cover, if you 
could manage to stay on your feet. 


The Ice Capades Get Some Competition 


Sunday" (and if you haven't— 
where have you been?), you 
caught a glimpse of ice racing, 
performed on semi-road racing 
bikes around a quarter-mile 
oval. 

Recently Mike Goodwin of 
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Media Max rented the Long 
Beach Arena, and gave many 
Californians their first glimpse 
of ice racing. The course, which 
is indoors thanks to the design 
of the arena, was run on a 
hockey rink. If you can imagine 





By the midway point 
in the racing, some 
of the riders were 
beginning to figure 
out how it was done. 


When you fell, you 
slid a long way, thus 
it was smart to check 
out the traffic behind 
you. 








having six motorcycles going 
around an oval the size of a 
puck-pushing playground, you 
can understand that the racing 
was a bit cramped. 

To make things interesting, 
360cc short-track bikes were 
used that were surprisingly close 
to stock. The only addition for 
the specialized ice race was 
almost 1000 hex headed screws 
on each tire. Putting in the 
screws alone took almost a day, 
and wore out many a me- 
chanic’s wrist and screwdriver. 

With six riders at a time, in 
16 round-robin, six-lap heat 
races, the ice was definitely get- 
ting a “blue groove.” After al- 
most each race, the border 
pylons were being moved far- 
ther and farther out, making 
the oval a little larger and faster 
each time. That, plus the fact 
that the ice was slightly melting 
due to a broken down floor 
refrigerator, made for good 
racing as the evening wore on. 

There was one rider who 
completely dominated the eve- 
ning’s racing. Al Gaskill, a bike 
shop owner from East Detroit, 
just happened to be in the 
Southern California area when 


the race was being held. His 
previous experience with ice 
racing from back home, and his 
uncanny ability to get good 
starts all night added-up and he 
won almost everything he was 
entered in. 

Among the other contestants 
were Gene Romero, John 
Hately, Eddie Mulder, John 
Sperry, and others that you 
would expect to see out on the 
National Circuit, instead of 
sliding around on the ice. 

What’s it like riding in the ice 
rink? We asked John Sperry, 
who said, “It’s really neat, but 
there must be some kind of 
technique for riding it that most 
of us haven’t figured out yet. It’s 
kind of like riding on mud. It 
was starting to get fun when the 
track got larger, but I wouldn’t 
want to do this for a living.” 

Most of the fans agreed with 
Sperry that the course, while it 
was exciting at times, was crying 
out to be enlarged. In some 
areas of the country, races are 
held on frozen lakes where you 
can have up to a half-mile oval. 
That's got to be exciting. 

One of the best parts of the 
racing was the crashes. Since 
the machines are going at a 
relatively slow speed (nobody 
ever changed gears once from 
start to finsh), the lay downs 
were almost in slow motion. 
That, plus the fact that they 
were on ice and seemed to slide 
forever before they stopped, 
made for some very comical 
results. For instance, when John 
Hately coupled up with another 
rider, and sent both sliding 
towards a crash wall, they 
struck up a quick conversation, 
trying to compare notes on tech- 
niques before they came to a 
sliding stop. 

The big question in many of 
the spectator’s minds was if ice 
racing was going to be a new 
sport that we would be*treated 
to regularly. In the present 
form, like the way it was shown 
to us at Long Beach, it's got to 
be a flop. But given a larger 
track, at least three times 
longer, some thicker ice, and 
more riders in the heat races, ice 
racing could become as popular 
as speedway and flat track. It's 
got a lot of potential, and given 
a little breathing room, it could 
be a big hit all around the 
country, regardless of the 
weather outside the arena. A 

J 
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If you can remember back a couple of 
years ago, there was a motorcycle that 
created a lot of excitement and turmoil. 
When the Honda CR 250 Elsinore was 
introduced, it took many by surprise. 
Suddenly, it seemed, the rest of the 
motorcycle industry had their thumbs on 
the wrong place and were behind the 
times. 

After the excitement died down, we 
started to get some real quality motor- 
cycles from almost everyone, mostly due 
to the 250 Elsinore. The masses realized 
that a good motorcycle could be built 
and it could be bought at a good price. 

Once the silver and green bullet put 
the kill on the other bikes, it seemed to 
eventually fade from the spotlight. 
Riders were beginning to discover that it 
didn’t handle all that great but it had a 
lot of power. Then the next version came 
along with moved-up shocks, a slightly 
different frame and the same basic 
engine. Again, many were sold and quite 
a few garage mechanics set to work 
modifying and adapting the bike. 

Now we've got the 1976 CR 250 and it 
too has been refined and re-tuned. 
Starting from basics, the factory decided 
that they would sell more bikes if they 
were red. After all, just about every 
Honda owner in the country was buying 
out the complete stock of red paint from 





the local hardware store. So the factory 
eliminated one step. The frame, fenders, 
tank and assorted odds and ends are all 
fire engine red, just like the factory RC 
works racers. 

This year the bars are black, have a 
slightly different bend and are a tad 
shorter. They've still got a good set of 
grips on each end and provided you don't 
fall down every 40 feet, the levers will be 
good to you. Honda has gone to the 
pushbutton type of kill switch, some- 
thing that we aren't overly fond of. We 
found that the old version, like that 
found on the 125 and first 250 models, 
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was better. It was easier to click a switch 
over to the left or right than it was to hold 
down a button. 

The fenders are a bit wider, keeping 
more mud and water off of the rider. 
They don't seem to be unbreakable, as 
we've seen a few hints of cracks and 
stress lines on our test machine. If you've 
got the 125 and are having trouble keep- 
ing the track under your wheels instead 
of on the bike, the 250 fenders will fit on 
your smaller bike. 

Engine-wise, the 


Once the Leader, 
Now Part of the Pack 


Honda 
R250 


lsinore 


Elsinore remains 
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virtually the same. There has been a 
slight change in the porting so that the 
machine revs a little quicker but doesn't 
come on like an explosion. We were 
surprised that Honda didn't go to the 
reed valve unit in their new machine. 
There's ample room between the carb 
and the cylinder to slide one right in. The 
gearbox is the same, being a five-speed 
that's just a tad too far spaced. 

As with last year's machine (the red 
and silver number), there is an upswept 
pipe that snakes up the righthand side 
and out behind the fender. During our 
testing we didn't have much trouble with 
leather burning, although a few of our 
riders complained of getting hot legs due 
to their unusual riding style and body 
techniques. 

Our test machine came with an airbox 
that is an improvement over what we 
were offered in the past. It's almost 
completely enclosed and the element is 
reached through the side instead of the 
top of the box unit. The inlet track is just 
under the seat, a plus for the rider who 
wants to go trail riding with his moto- 
cross machine and doesn't want to drown 
out at every stream crossing. 

With the idea of an occasional trail 
ride in mind, Honda has included a 
monstrous spark arrestor/silencer unit 
that bolts onto the existing pipe. It 


(Above) Red frame, wide fenders, 
moved-up gas shocks and upswept pipe 
are all featured on the CR 250M. 


(Above Left) The exhaust pipe exits out 
the rear of the machine, right next to 
the nitrogen-oil shocks. Valves at 
bottom of shocks shouldn't be 

fiddled with. 


(Left) For serious trail riding, there is a 
spark arrestor/silencer unit that comes 
as part of the package. 



















weighs about 10 lbs., keeps the machine 
quiet, steals a few ponies from the engine 
and doesn't start fires. For those of you 
who like to get off the motocross track 
occasionally and go out and cowtrail, 
Honda has heard your cries. 

The biggest change and the only real 
major one that we could find was in the 
rear suspension. Honda has gone to the 
nitrogen gas-oil shock that has a five- 
way adjustable setting for the spring 
tension on the bottom. 

Since we were one of the first to get the 
machine, there isn't that much known 
about the shocks. They're so new that 
Honda doesn't have very much technical 
information available to pass along. We 
wouldn't suggest that you try to service 
the shocks yourself, and by all means, 
don't fiddle with the air valve at the 
bottom. There is such a small volume of 
nitrogen inside the units that a slight 
push on the release valve will probably 
deposit all of the pressure and a good 
quantity of oil right on your foot, leg, 
garage wall and dog (provided he's 








We found that 10% Ibs. in each shock 
was a good medium for hard riding. 
They are adjustable shocks, but should 
only be serviced by your dealer. 


Our shock problem. The rear shock had 
zero nitrogen pressure, and was relying 
on the spring alone for reaction to 

the bumps. 





For the expert rider, the Honda will 
square corners and come down the 
straightaway faster than expected. 


A combination of two worlds of 
traction, the rear tire on the Honda is 
excellent for all-around use on various 
track conditions. 


anywhere in the neighborhood). 

The shocks are moved up vertically 
giving ample rear wheel travel. On the 
back of the side covers there are small 
slits like those found on the factory 
bikes. On the RC racers, these slits are 
incorporated to allow an airflow over the 
shock body, aiding in cooling and shock 
life. The stock bike has the same cooling 
holes cut in the side panels. Unfortu- 
nately, they're just there for looks; due to 
the design and location of the shock, it 
isn't moved as far forwards as the works 
bikes, thus the cooling areas aren't 
required. 

The front suspension has remained 
virtually the same. The only difference 
between the '76 model and the first 
machines is in the fork caps. On the 
original bikes the caps threaded into the 
fork tubes; on the new machine there is a 
small circlip that holds them down inside 
the fork tubes. It's a little more hassle 
getting the caps out and the air fork 
people are going crazy figuring out how 
to get their product into the Elsinore, but 
it does eliminate the problem of stripping 
out the fork thread caps. In the past the 
threads were so fine that cross-threading 
your cap was as easy as falling off your 
bike. 

In comparison to the first machine, we 
noticed a very obvious thing right off. 
When riding, you can tell that a lot of the 
front end wash-out has disappeared. 
Honda has done a little fiddling with 
frame geometry, using their technical 
know-how and the feedback that they get 
from their racing team. The engine 
appears to sit a bit lower than the older 


models and the front end is more precise. 

The brakes are the same as in the past 
and although they're there, they need a 
little prompting. You've got to center the 
units (see the bike prep article in this 
issue) before they're working well. Our 
rear brake was a little susceptible to 
water and the front was precise and 
strong. 

Honda still has a healthy motor. It 
pulls from the bottom all the way up, 
nice, clean and crisp. In a drag race the 
CR 250 will stay dead-even with an RM 
250 Suzuki. That is, on flat ground; in 
the bumpy stuff, the RM gets way ahead. 
More on that later. 

During the beginning of our test, the 
engine vibrated quite a bit. At first we 


The Honda was best at home using the 
entire berm, with the gas full on. It’s a 
confident machine, provided you don’t 
get in areas so rough the suspension 
can’t keep up with the engine. 


thought that it was the motor mounts 
and upon inspection, it was found that 
they were indeed loose. Once tightened, 
some of the vibration went away, but 
there is still an annoying tingle up 
towards the top of the rpm curve that 
transmits itself through the handlebars 
and into your wrists. Drilling out the 
engine cases slightly and getting a better 
set of bolts (like titanium aircraft bolts) 
will reduce the vibration to almost nil. 
We had the opportunity to ride some- 
one’s Elsinore that had this done and his 
machine was a lot smoother than ours. 
Getting back to the handling depart- 
ment, Honda has figured out how to get 
the front end of the Elsinore to stick a 
little better. It’s a more confident 
machine than we were offered before and 


you can utilize more of the bike’s 
potential when riding. 

Corners are predictable and stable on 
the CR 250. It seems to like to monorail 
the turns, using much of the berm. We 
found that it was most happy when you 
brake before the turn and set yourself 
up; then once into the corner, you dialed 
on the power. In instances like this the 
front end sticks well, the rear tire gets a 
good grab and you come out of the turn 
headed for the next one going faster than 
you expected. 

It will square corners but you’ve got to 
be careful. If you go into a turn, throw 
the machine sideways and smack the 
berm with the power on, the bike will 
snap around and head itself back down 





NUMERICAL EVALUATION 


Powerband 
Acceleration 
Transmission 
(5) Ratios 
(5) Operation 


Suspension 


(5) Rear 
Brakes 

(5) Front 

(5) Rear 
General Handling 


Miscellanea 

(5) Starting 

(5) Rider comfort 

(5) Quality of craftsmanship 
(5) Riding maneuverability 
(5) Tires 

(5) Noise level 


100 pts. 


Overall Rating 


93 pts. 





the straightaway, expert style. It’s very 
quick in these instances, and if you’re 
not on top of it, you could possibly get 
yourself into trouble. It’s a precise 
handler and in the hands of an expert, 
can be made to turn well. For the 
majority of us humans, use the main part 
of the berm. Leave the fancy stuff to 
Pierre and Marty. 

The suspension up front isn’t quite 
right. The forks will work well towards 
the top of their compression stroke, but 
once past the mid-point, they start to get 
harsh and almost seem to bottom out 
three inches before they’re supposed to. 
Taking a tip from the Honda factory 
motocross team, we installed a set of 
S&W springs and their fork kit, and the: 
front end worked 100 percent better. 

It seems that the dampening charac- 
teristics of the forks are too slow in stock 
trim. By the time it realizes you're 
depending on it to work, it's too late and 
you've already bounced your way over the 
bump. With the S&W kit, things are 
speeded up, the front responds better, 
rides better, and actually gets a slightly 
measurable addition of travel. 


Continued on page 72 


HONDA 
250M CR 


Suggested Retail Price: $1325 
ENGINE 
Engine type 
Bore and stroke, mm 
Displacement, cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) 
Compression ratio 
Air filtration 
Carburetion 
Lubrication 
Ignition 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Transmission 


34mm Keihin 
in fuel 
magneto 


Clutch type 
Primary drive 
Final drive ratio 


CHASSIS 


Chassis type single downtube 
Overall length, Ia l. ra u n.a. 
Seat height in vH 33.9 
Pegi height, li... uci ceci can need 10.9 
Ground clearance, in. ................ 9.6 
WilpelbaSe Wi. u Lula nex 5A 2x5 56 
Weight as tested, Ibs. ................ 213 
FR/RR wt. bias, Ibs. .............. 93/119 
Tires, front 
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Jim Feck got aboard a very trick 125 
Honda and demolished the small class. 
He was always in the lead, from start 
to finish flag. 


Back a few months ago at the 
Women's Nationals, Alan Greenwood 
(who owns the Knobby Shop and sells 
CCM motorcycles) and Larry Grizmer 
(who has a garage full of Triumphs) got 
very glassy-eyed and wistful when they 
saw one of the female competitors on a 
four-stroke Triumph among all the two- 
stroke motocross machines. 

One or the other (neither will take 
credit) said, “Boy, wouldn’t it be great to 
have a race here at Carlsbad on the GP 
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course and only invite four-strokes?”’ 
Both thought for a minute, looked at 
each other, and set about tracking down 
Butch Lee, who was putting on the 
Women’s Nationals on behalf of Dirt 
Bike Promotions. Butch isn’t hard to 
find. He always wears fluorescent orange 
overalls sponsored by Carrera Goggles 
and Pop Cycle magazine and can always 
be found running about, doing the things 
that promoters are supposed to do. 

Once cornered by the two, and 
presented with the idea, Butch jumped at 
the chance. You see, Butch is a little 
weird. He’s been known to put on a few 
“different” races, such as the Women’s 
Nationals, the Pacific Coast Regional 
Amateur Qualifier, and some District 37 
and 38 combined motocross races. The 
idea of a four-stroke race appealed to 
him, so he set his Dirt Bike Promotions 
machine into action. 

On race day, October 19th, none of 
the three had any idea how many riders 
and four-strokes would show up. They 
were surprised when over 100 deep, 
throaty machines that don’t run pre- 

mix and haven't got expansion 
chambers, rolled through the Carlsbad 
gate. A few riders were expected, but the 
quantity and quality of four-stroke 


Some people have very interesting 
techniques for getting four-strokes 
through the corners. 


machines that appeared was amazing. 
Just being able to walk through the 
pits was worth the admission price. 
There were old Triumphs around, their 
owners swapping stories of the good old 
days when Daytona was run on the beach 
and Cannonball Baker was still alive. 
One rider even showed up with a vintage 
Velocette, but everyone thought it was 
just for show; he raised a few eyebrows 
when he donned a helmet and went out 
to practice. Everyone was more surprised 
when he finished both of his 15- 
minute motos. 


Along with the oldies there were some 
of the new four-stroke machines. It was a 
gathering of the greats. CCM had a few 
bikes in attendance, complete with laid- 
down shocks. Honda machines were 
everywhere, and easily were the most 
popular mount of the day. À few BSA 
machines trickled about and a Harley or 
two was visible behind a pickup. Even 
the pit bikes were XR 75s. Two-strokes 
—what are they? 

Sponsors didn’t slouch away from the 
event either. Even though a few bailed 
out at the last minute, there was still 
backing from J&R Manufacturing, 
Valvoline, Molly Blue, Web Cam, and 
various magazines including Dirt Bike, 
Dirt Rider, Cycle World and Popular 
Cycling. 

For the majority of riders, the Four- 
Stroke National championships was a 
good excuse to dust off that bike in the 
back of the garage and see if it still had 
the thunder of the older days. John Feck, 
riding a 125 Honda built by Powroll, had 
obviously done more than dust off the 
bike. He swept both motos of the 125 
Sportsman class easily and had obviously 
been practicing for the race. During his 
circuits of the course, he came very close 
to the elapsed time of the two-stroke 
machines. Who said four-strokes were 
slow? 

Following him was Randy 
Schwalenberg who, with a 2-4 finish, 
walked home with the second-place 
trophy and contingencies. Despite a bad 
start in one moto, Pop Cycle 's Brad 
Zimmerman finished third overall. All 
three of the riders (and the rest of the 125 
class) were riding Hondas. 

Easily the most popular class was the 
250 Sportsman, with the entire starting 
gate full of thumping, thundering four- 
strokes, the entire tonnage of which was 
more than your basic battleship. When 
the gate dropped, it sounded as though 
the world had come to an end. The 
thundering, ground-shaking 
reverberations were a pleasant change 
from the two-stroke high-pitched 
scream. 

When all the dust had settled, Bob 
Sherwood had pulled off a grand slam 
with his Honda, taking home overall 
honors for the day. Billy Risner, also 
Honda mounted, came through with a 
pair of thirds for the second overall 
position. Both he and John Hartwell were 
together most of the day out on the 
course, but Hartwell, with his 2-4 
standing, had to settle for the third 
position. 

Next up were the ground-pounders, 
the open class machinery. A variety of 
big-bore machines were rolled out, 
warmed up, and put to the test. Kelly 
Milligan (BSA) and Keith Petrangelo 
(CCM) put on a show that would have 
made a Trans-AMA crowd happy. 
Swapping positions in each moto, 
Milligan squeaked by for the win, by 
virtue of his second and first place 








Gunnar Lindstrom came from a dead 
last to win the first moto, then finished 
behind Rolf in the final go-around for 
the overall win. 





Rolf Tibblin, riding a CCM, won the last 
moto, but finished third in the first 
heat, giving himself a second overall. 


spectator 


1 pies TS x De 
The hacks put on a good 


exhibition. The roughness of the Carlsbad course 


finishes. Petrangelo, who had the same 
amount of accumulated points, lost out 
because of the second moto, where he 
finished behind Milligan. 

The most exciting race, plus the 
“behind the scenes story” of the day was 
the Open Professional. There were a lot 
of big names sitting on the starting line, 
many of whom had enough experience to 
scare off the current National riders. 
Feets Minert, in his eternal blue jeans, 
was on the line warming up his thumper. 
Rolf Tibblin, former World Champion 
on a four-stroke machine, was ready to 
go on a CCM. Gunnar Lindstrom, of 
Dirt Bike magazine, was also ready for 
the pounce. For Gunnar, it was a harried 
and very confusing situation that got him 
there in the first place. For the 
spectators, there was more European 
and World Class talent sitting on the line 
than in the middle of the country in 
Ohio, at the Trans-AMA. 

Gunnar had blown an engine during 
practice for the race early in the 
morning. Our own project bike, the 
big-bore four-stroke that’s been keeping 
us up for nights on end, was in the pits 
awaiting abuse from Tom Culp and Brad 
Zimmerman in the Open Sportsman and 
Expert class. After practice, we 
concluded that our suspension wasn't 
quite sorted out. Gunnar knew that his 
engine was sorted—all over the track. 

Al Baker stepped into the middle of all 
this, used a little charm that he picked 
up from Henry Kissinger, and proceeded 
to wotk out a deal. Soon wrenches were 
flying in the pits, where we swapped good 
for bad, giving Gunnar an extremely fast 
Powroll engine to put in his good 
working frame and suspension. 

All this was accomplished between 
practice and the first Open moto. When 
Gunnar showed up at the line, he had a 
complete machine to race, probably the 
fastest and easily the best handling. But 





didn’t seem to bother them, although a few of the monkeys were seen in the pits 


laying down fora long, long time. 
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The classiest bike at the meet. This 
1957 Velocette finished practice and 
both motos. When congratulated, the 
rider said, “Wait 'till next year. I’m 
going to bring my old bike!” 


Throwing a big four-stroke high in the 
air can be dangerous. Putting out your 
foot to break your fall immediately 
cancels your life insurance policy. 





E 


surgery went on than at the Mayo Clinic. 


as the gate dropped, Gunnar killed the 
engine. Everyone else left, leaving the 
Swede all alone, trying to kickstart a 
470cc beast. Once underway, he was a 
good three turns behind the pack. 

Now Gunnar is no slouch, having 
ridden in Europe (his home town) in 
various biggies, and he put his talents to 
work. It was evident when he got ta the 
end of the starting area that he was 
determined to win. Throwing the - 
270-plus-Ib. machine sideways to the 
full-lock position, he rolled on the gas, 
then casually glanced over his left 
shoulder to check out where all the riders 
had gone. Savvy, to say the least. 

Meanwhile up in front Mike 
McGowen was enjoying a short-lived 
lead: His machine DNFed due to a 
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Part of the Popular Cycling/Dirt Bike pit swapping party, where more massive 








broken chain. This gave Rolf Tibblin a 
chance to push his CCM into the front of 
the pack, followed closely by Chuck 
Pettigrew, fresh from the Amateur 
Nationals in Baldwin, Kans. 

But Gunnar was charging hard from 
the back, and picked up Pettigrew in his 
wake. With about six laps to go in the 
first moto, the two riders passed a 
seemingly surprised Tibblin, and took 
out in front of the pack to engage in a 
personal battle. 

Gunnar was obviously faster in the 
turns, but Pettigrew had the advantage 
on the downhill, throwing his punched- 
out Honda a good 10 feet farther down 
the hill and almost five mph faster than 
Gunnar. It wasn't until the last lap that 


Lindstrom got past Pettigrew for the win. 


In the second moto, Gunnar made 
sure that he was over the starting pipe 
with the rest of the pack and got through 
the first turn in fourth place. After a 
holeshot that would have made DeCoster 
proud, Rolf Tibblin was passed by Mike 
Foreman. Again the leader in the Open 
pro class suffered a DNF, this time in the 
form of Foreman's machine. Tibblin had 
his lead back. 

After various dicings with the back 
runners, Gunnar again surfaced at the 
front of the pack. He and Tibblin 
circulated around the course, putting 
some heavy block passing and riding 
strategies on each other. For a while 
Gunnar slipped by Rolf, pulled away by 
about 20 feet, and was ready to settle in 
for another moto win. 

But Tibblin got the lead back on the 
plateau jump and quickly pulled away 
from his fellow Swede, never to 
relinquish his lead to the checkered. 
Gunnar, who didn't seem surprised that 
Rolf got it back, was satisfied with 
finishing in second place in the final 
moto. According to his points, and Rolf's 
first moto finish, Gunnar had the overall 
sewn up, even if he had finished in third 
position. 

If you didn't happen to make the 
Four-Stroke National Championships 
this time around, count yourself as one of 
the many who missed one of the best race 
days of the year, for spectator and 
competitors alike. You've got another 
chance, for the race will be held on the 
Carlsbad Grand Prix course on 
September 19, 1976. The entry is 
the usual seven bucks for Sportsman and 
$10 for Pros (there will be a 250 and 125 
pro class next year). 

We suggest that if you have a four- 
stroke, or have a friend who’s foolish 
enough not to race this event and will let 
you borrow his, that you mark down this 
event as one of the few musts on your 
racing calendar. We guarantee that 
you'll have lots of fun looking around the 
pits, enjoy yourself immensely while 
racing, and go home feeling that for a 
change, you got your money’s worth at 


e S. 
motocross racing. Ke 
RESULTS 
125 Sportsman 
J. Feck Hon 
R. Schwalenberg Hon 
B. Zimmerman POW/Hon 
250 Sportsman 
B. Sherwood Hon 
B. Risner Hon 
J. Hartwell Hon 
Open Sportsman 
K. Milligan BSA 
K. Petrangelo CCM 
L. Wright Tri 
Open Pro 
G. Lindstrom POW/Hon 
R. Tibblin CCM 
C. Pettigrew Hon 
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Introducing the newYamahaTT500: a modern 


Son of Thumper. A AUF The modern four-stroke. 
The basic concept of the TT500 goes if 3 z '| TheTT500 engine is the four-stroke 

back to the Thumper—the four-stroke || single at its most advanced. (See cut- 
single machines that dominated away.) Bore and stroke are 87mm by 
off-road riding in the fifties. The 84mm. Compression ratio is 9.0:1. 
Thumper was a classically simple The engine produces usable torque 
engine. It was reliable and easy from idle all the way up to 6000 

to maintain. And it delivered rpm. The TT500 literally pulls like a 
terrific low-end torque. tractor. 

Yamaha has built a The engine is fed by the 34mm 
completely new motor- Mikuni carburetor, with starter jet. 
cycle around that The TT500 is actually easy to start. 
concept. Yamaha has The air filter inlet is high up, just 
built the ultimate j under the seat; so you can ride 
Dirt Bike. ff through water practically up to your 
knees. 

































/ The TT500 od 
can be fitted VN 

with optional NN 

Yamaha off-road 

lighting kit. 

(Lighting coil is d 

incorporated into 11 

> the magneto.) | 






| ihm / Lubrication is by a dry 
EI i CM sump system. The 
E-— mo & oil reservoir 


5 / 





y 5 ZEN Í : 
| x NN | — : 
P ge LLL o s 
zu 1 i p Camshaft runs 
E. in ball bearings. 
— — 


Aluminum alloy 
piston and cylinder 
for better heat 
dissipation. 


Counterweighted 


ball bearing crankshaft. 






Engine has 8.5 inches — — 
of ground clearance. 


—— 














Z3fthe classic 500cc four-stroke single. 


(am 
1 





is in the main 
upper frame tube 





Suspension and braking. 

TN The suspension of the TT500 is a 
direct adaptation of the latest in 
motocross design. The bike has long 
travel MX front forks and the new 
nitrogen/oil rear shocks. Of the rear 
shocks, Cycle World says: "Each time 
we encounter them, we are sold 
more and more on their performance 
and near indestructability. 

The Yamaha leading/trailing 


When you know how theyre 
built, you'll buy aYamaha. 


shoe brakes have magnesium 
backing plates and are attached to 
lightweight conical hubs. 











and oil is 
fed in and re- 
turned by 
trochoidal pumps. 
This eliminates the need for a large 
crankcase, and gives the engine 8.5 
inches of ground clearance. The 
TT500 also has a new exhaust sys- 
tem that keeps sound level down 


below 84-db. 

















In summary ~ . 

The TT500 has an elegantly simple, 
reliable engine. It has incredible 
torque. It has modern, motocross 
suspension. As Cycle World says: 
“As a general all-purpose off-road 


i recreation machine, you 

] just can't do better" | 
F3 : As we said: It's the 
i ultimate 


“Nitrogen/oil shocks 
provide 5.7 inches of 
rear wheel travel. 





Dirt Bike. 
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Maicos 
Floating 
Rear 
Brake 


Easy to Install, 
Reasonably Priced, 
and It Works! 


Most everyone would agree that 
Maicos, especially the late-style GP bikes 
with forward-mounted shocks, handle 


pretty good just as they come out of the: 


box. You don't see a whole bunch of 
aftermarket kits for the Maicos and there 
isa reason why such a situation exists. It 
is the same reason why you don't see a 
tremendous amount of aftermarket kits 
for Huskys or Bultacos. Simply stated, 
these bikes are reasonably close to being 
right when you buy them and only a 
minimum amount of changing is re- 
quired. Now that doesn't mean that these 
bikes are forever perfect because as time 
marches on, so does technology and we 
learn more (hopefully) about what we are 
doing all the time. There are also the 
concessions to manufacturing costs and 
manufacturing deadlines that you as an 
individual can change using your dollars 
and your time in making the bikes better 


Remove the rear brake shoes carefully lifting up on one shoe 
to relieve the spring tension. It is easy to lose some skin 
while doing this so go slow and take care not to hurt yourself. 


Here is the setup we used to press out the brake anchor pin. 
A vise and a couple of sockets could have been used just 
about as easily with the important part being to obtain a 
straight and accurate pushing motion, avoiding damage to 


either part. 


as compared to some production line in a 
factory. : 

It was this kind of thinking that 
caused us to obtain a set of Bilstein gas 
shocks to replace the stock Konis on the 
subject bike, a 450 WR Maico. The 
Konis worked okay initially, but as time: 
went on we became able to ride the bike 
longer and faster and the stockers just 
weren't getting the job done. This was a 
change we made to update a year-old 
bike and now the new RM Suzukis have 
gas shocks as standard while the GP 
Huskys have had them all year. That's 
time and technology moving along! 

The Bilsteins got everything working 
again in the whoops and this is when 
another problem made itself known. 
With a really good set of shocks in the 
rear, we were going faster into the 
corners and therefore using the brakes 
harder than ever before. On certain 
approaches to corners where the dirt was 
relatively hard packed and bumpy, we 
were experiencing a rear wheel hop 
during severe braking. We were using the 
front brake real hard and the rear brake 
about medium hard and on several of the 
bumpy approaches to turns, the rear 
wheel would take a few hops as it passed 
through the bumps. This hop was 
present every lap and it didn't only do it 
on the motocross course, it did it in the 
woods. In fact, woods riding and fast. 
trail riding are mostly what the bike is 
used for and while really making it down 
a trail tapped out in third or fourth, you 
often have to brake extra hard for 
something you didn't see until the last 
few seconds. Whenever this happened, 


Floating rear brake kit comes complete 
and includes a new backing plate along 
with an aluminum chain guide and all of 
the necessary fasteners. List price is 
$64.50 and it fits all of the Maicos from 
250cc through 501cc. 





Carefully grease and assemble the rear 
brake cam. It is essential that both the 
backing plate brake shaft hole and the 
brake. shaft be greased to avoid un- 
wanted friction and wear. Grease- 


install-rotate-inspect, until both parts 
are properly greased. 


After lightly greasing both the brake 
cam and the brake anchor stud, replace 
the brake shoes. Again, take care not to 
lose any skin. : 





Grease the floating bushing and install 
it in the brake backing plate. This is 
the part that actually provides the 
floating action of the brake, and proper 
greasing is essential to insure freedom 
of rotation. 


rear wheel hop would also make its 
presence known here. It seemed as 
though anytime the rear brake was used 
hard and the braking surface was rough, 
rear wheel hop would occur. Needless to 
say, this was not the best situation for 
optimum control or for peace of mind. 

It was at this point that we started 
looking around and talking to owners of 
various bikes. It seemed as though 
everyone was facing the same problem in 
varying degrees except for one select 
group—the Husky riders! After some 
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Assemble the chain guide to the backing plate using the s 
This nut is a self-locking type and you don’t have to worry a 


once it has been properly assembled. 


more talking and observing of various 
bikes out at Maplehurst Cycle Park (an 
Illinois motocross area). during actual 
motocross racing, we could see that 
something was different about how the 
Huskys worked going into the bumpy 
turns. Well it didn’t take a PhD in 
mechanical engineering to figure it out: 
the Huskys had floating rear brakes and 
we didn’t. 

Enter Olav Aaen, a professional 
engineer with a background in vehicle 
dynamics who has worked in the 
automotive industry. He also happens to 


be a Maico enthusiast and has raced in- 


both Europe and the U.S. We got to 
talking one day about cantilever rear 
conversions (he also does frame work) 


RS 


similar to what th 
along with the p 


producing and we 
us try one on t 
enthused about 


hop. He told l: 


pout it nut and bolt. 


gi 


out it coming loose 


factory bikes employ 
oblem of rear wheel 
of a kit he was 
alked him into letting 
e 450. He was very 
he construction and 








performance of his floating rear brake 
kit and it sounded like something worth 


looking into. He described its construc- 


tion to us, which consisted of heat treated 


6061-T6 aluminu 
arm along with st 
nylatron-GS chai 
addition to thes 
bushing which 
action was case-h 
size for extra life 
We should alsa 


for the brake torque 
inless steel rivets and 

guide bushings. In 

features, the steel 
rovides. the floating 
rdened and ground to 
and accuracy: 
explain that the 450 








Now would be a good time to clean the rear brake drum using some solvent and a 
clean rag. It would also be wise to check the condition of both rear wheel bearings 
along with checking the tightness of your sprocket bolts. 


WR Maico used in this test was obtained 
from Debenham Imports, Antioch, Ill., 
for the express purpose of evaluating new 
products as they apply to the Maico line. 
Debenham is the midwestern Maico 
distributor and they are always looking 
for new items which could improve the 
Maico line. 

A few days later, we helped, Olav 
install his floating rear brake kit, which 
took about three hours including the 
photos, and we then proceeded back out 
to Maplehurst Cycle Park. for some 
additional testing. We picked the 
bumpiest approach to a corner we could 
find and we rode the bike just as fast as 
we could up until the point of using the 
brakes just as hard as we could. The 
experience was a pleasant one—no more 
rear wheel hop! The floating rear brake 
kit really made a difference and we can’t 


Continued on page 67 


Connect and adjust the rear brake wing 
nut along with re-installing the rear 
chain. This particular bike used a 48- 
tooth rear sprocket (it’s a 450 WR) and 
the chain master link was installed with 
the spring clip on the inside of the 
chain run to prevent it being knocked 
off by the bolt head at the rear of the 
brake torque arm. For most moto- 
crossers with larger rear sprockets this 
will not be a factor and the master link 
can be installed in a normal fashion. 


Here is a close-up shot of the rear chain 
as it passes through the chain guide 
portion of the rear brake torque arm. 
Because most Maicos run larger rear 
sprockets than the subject bike, these 
chain guides are sized to properly 
accommodate even the largest of rear 
sprockets. This particular bike is 
mostly used as a play bike in the woodg 
and seldom gets out on the motocross 
courses. So, to avoid the rocks, some 
of the chain guide was removed. 
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Lately Yamaha has been race-testing 
different powerplants to update an 
already impressive winning record. At 
the Indy mile race Kenny Roberts 
climbed aboard a Yamaha liquid-cooled 
TZ 750 and rode the machine to victory. 
The win was a real shot in the arm for 
Roberts who had been suffering from a 
lack of horsepower next to the hard- 
charging Harleys. 

Qualifying was a record crowd event as 
various riders climbed into their leathers 
in the intense Indiana sun and threw 
their mounts sideways. As the sun retired 
over the Indiana hills, Rex Beauchamp 
fired over his H-D and went out and set a 
new track record of 37.25. The old 
record belonged to Mert Lawwill and had 
stood for two years. Ironically, Mert 
qualified in the number two position. 
Roberts at this point had qualified sixth 
and was surrounded by a field of 
Harleys. 

Gene Romero qualified on his “old” 
Yamaha but the bike just didn’t seem to 
have the horsepower to keep up with the 
Harleys and Roberts’ new Yamaha. Ina 
newspaper interview, Romero reported 
that he might be picking up a new Harley 
after the Indy race. 

Chuck Palmgren qualified third on a 
Yamaha (not a TZ 750), Gary Scott took 
the fourth spot on his Harley, and Dave 
Aldana secured fifth in his bones leathers. 

The first heat race seemed like two 
races in one. After the first lap 
Beauchamp was so far ahead of the 
second-place rider that everyone was just 
waiting for Rex to get off, since it seemed 
impossible for anyone to go that fast and 
live to tell about it. But Rex just settled 
back, gained more ground and finished 
the heat way in front. 

In the second heat race it was 
Lawwill’s turn to be way out in the 
number one spot with a real pitched 
battle between Hank Scott and Paul 
Bostrom for second. At the checkered, 
Bostrom edged out Scott and a rather 
slow Kenny Roberts finished fifth. In 
fact, Roberts had to work his way 
through the pack to even get to fifth 
place. It seemed at the time that his 
machine wasn’t running all that strong. 

The third heat race was a case of 
Corky Keener getting out in front and 
trying to stay there. He did, but he was 
hard pressed by Gene Romero and Ricky 
Campbell. 

The fourth heat race brought the 
crowd to its feet as Gary Scott and Jay 
Springsteen took turns with the lead. 
Springsteen was riding Greg Sassaman’s 
bike since Greg was still recovering from 
an injury at Terra Haute the week 
before. Scott had to settle for a second as 
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By Steve Reyes 





in the last lap. Mike Kidd finished third 
with a very smooth ride. 

Kenny Roberts woke up the Yamaha 
cheering section as he rode around Billy 
Schaefer in the first Semi event, and the 
crowd voiced their appreciation. 

In the second Semi, Frank Gillespie 
crashed on the last lap while he was in 
first place. It seemed like a miracle that 
no one ran over him since the race was a 
tightly bunched affair. Gillespie’s Harley 
was a write-off although Frank escaped 
serious injury. Steve Morehead won the 
race on a Triumph, Bob Deiss finished 
second and Don Castro rode his 
Kawasaki to third. 

At the start for the National, 
Beauchamp jumped out into the lead 
and settled down with a comfortable 
lead. After 10 laps the lead got a whole 
lot less comfortable as Keener and 
Springsteen made ground on the leader. 
Dave Aldana had to retire with a broken 





The start of the first Semi. It looked like 
anyone’s race for the first few laps. 
Note the standing room only 
attendance. 


Rex Beauchamp’s reaction as they 
announced that he had just set a new 
track record. 


Mert Lawwill qualified second and 
won the second heat, but finished 
a disappointing fifth in the main. 














Springsteen (65) watches Beauchamp pass him on the inside. 





Gary Scott rode an extremely smooth 


race and finished fourth in the main. ^ 


Kenny Roberts on his untested machine 
won the whole ball of wax by inches. 


In the third lap of the main, Beauchamp 
took first place, leaving Springsteen 
and Keener to fight it out for second. 








Kenny Roberts Climbed Aboard an Untested Yamaha and Won the Mile by Inches 





Se 


tranny and Scott Brelsford coasted in with 
ignition problems on his green machine. 
By now it was a three-way race for first 
as all three riders changed places on 
every lap. Finally on lap 18 Beauchamp 
seemed to have established himself 
as the leader when the impossible 
happened: the bike just quit and a very 
disappointed Rex Beauchamp coasted in. 
Springsteen and Keener continued to 


' battle it out for first place as Kenny 


Roberts began to work his way to the 
front. With two laps to go, Kenny got 
within striking distance of the two 
leaders and the crowd, on its feet, was 
screaming. On the last lap Springsteen 
and Keener went into the last turn with 
Roberts drafting close behind. Roberts 
went high and turned all 120 ponies loose 
as he rocketed by both riders and took 
the checkered by a few feet. The crowd 
stamped and cheered for quite a long 
time as Indiana-style racing came to 


a close. E 3 
© 


Results 


250 Mile National 
(time: 16:15.56, new track record) 


Kenny Roberts (Yam) 
Corky Keener (H-D) 
Jay Springsteen (H-D) 
Gary Scott (H-D) 
Mert Lawwill (H-D) 
Henry Scott (Yam) 
Ricky Campbell (H-D) 
Paul Bostrom (H-D) 
Gene Romero (Yam) 
Eddie Wirth (H-D) 
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By Don Hutson 


CAN-AM AMA AMATEL 


You Don’t Have to Be a Pro to Go Fast 


Another in the seemingly endless suc- 
cession of “first evers" took place in the 
Heartland of America and has come to 
be known as the Can-Am AMA Amateur 
National Championship Series. Though 
only in its first year, it has commanded 
the attention and the respect of moto- 
crossers nationwide. 

A little over a year ago, the series 
began running qualifiers at the rate of 
three per region in the 125cc, 250cc and 
Open classes. It was destined to be a 
tough series since the geographic spacing 
of the qualifiers within each region was 
considerable. It was also arranged so 
that a rider would practically have to 
make all three in order to be qualified for 
the invitational event. 

The ''Motocross Circus" once again 


At the start of a 250 moto, while 
running at the front of the pack, Rusty 
Hibbs made a slight mistake resulting 
in a few tire marks on his numbered bib. 


returned to the college town of Lawrence, 
Kansas, and the nearby Mecca of Mid- 
west motocross, Baldwin Motocross 
Park. It's unlikely that a better track 
could have been chosen both geographi- 
cally or facility-wise. Complaints, rare as 
they are, were heard in the pits after 
practice. Seems the Eastern boys thought 
the track was too hard, and the West 
Coast contingent thought the track was 
too soft. Naturally the Midwest folks 
were pleased. 

Complaints or no, it didn't seem to 
hold back the riders as they hit the high- 
banked first turn with confidence every 
time. Out of nine starts, almost all were 
clean. There was one false start, but 
nobody's perfect. 

The first Amateur National Final was 
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played to a less than capacity crowd, and 
we're sure if the local fans had any idea 
of the high-caliber action they were 
missing, they'd kick themselves squarely 
in the behind for not being there. The 
riders in all classes, even the back of the 
packers, fought it out to the bitter end. 

Picking a favorite was a tough job. 
Certainly anyone in the top 15 in each 
class was capable of winning it. That 
would be the top five from each region. 
There were very nearly a few spoilers 
thrown in for good measure. Dave Lahey 
of Moscow, Kans., got the holeshot in 
the first 250cc event and almost pulled 
off the win. Lahey was one of only two 
riders out of the 135 who had ever ridden 
the Baldwin circuit. 

Tops in the 125 class included three- 








Jeff Provost (19) takes aim on Grant Oly 
(38) in the open class. 


time Mini National Champ, Gene 
McCay who pushed his Noguchi Yamaha 
into the Eastern division lead. Mark 
Barnett held down the Central region on 
a Honda and John Tessitore on a 
Yamaha was California's hope. 

In the Open class an interesting battle 
was shaping up between the unbeatens in 
the class, Donald VanHoozer of Ottawa, 
Ill., and Chip Howell of El Cajon, Calif. 
Each rider is the champion of his respec- 
tive region on the basis of a three event 
sweep of the qualifying races in his 
home region. 

According to the Amateur rules, each 
class was to run three motos of 20 
minutes each, for a total of nine motos 
during the day. Scoring is the same as at 
a professional event, be it National or 
International within the AMA sanction. 
The Olympic systern assigns the number 





? DOT 

Bill Leake of Zanesville, Ohio, takes 
the monster jump on the Baldwin 
course with his 250 Husky. 


In the midst cf the first moto of the 
125cc class, Ed Davis (#15) gets in and 
out of the corner ahead of the pack. 


of points to each rider corresponding to 
his finish position in each moto. The 
rider with the fewest points is the winner. 
Ties are broken by the best final moto 
finish between the riders in question. 

With that out of the way, we bring the 
first moto of the 125cc class to the line. 
They line up the first time in order of 
their qualification with the second and 
third moto lineups contingent on how 
they place in the previous motos. 

When the two-minute sign came out, 
the anticipated wild revving of the motors 
did not take place, but instead the riders 
remained calm and waited for the 15- 
second signal. On that note, every engine 
on the line was held to the stops and 
when the gate dropped, so did the 





IR FINAL 


hammer. As the bikes blasted across the 
grassy, off-camber starting area, it was 
the Midwest champ Mike Barnett out 
front. But as the seconds whisked by, it 
began to appear as if our Champions 
were in a bit of a spot. In fact, all the 
125cc mechanics were in somewhat of a 
quandary over the correct gearing. Many 
areas on the track had been watered ex- 
cessively, creating a few mud bogs. The 
wrenches had to decide to gear for the 
mud and give up power on top to others 
or gear for the top and struggle in the 
soup. Either way they couldn’t win. 

As Barnett hit the high-banked first 
turn, he decided to take it high and wide. 
A couple of the others had the same idea 
but got stuffed in a hay bale in the 
process. Tacoma, Wash., flash Ed Davis 
was fast and on the inside to take the 
lead away from Barnett. Eastern favorite 
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Don Coatsworth found a surprise or two 
on the course, but hung onto his 
Kawasaki for a good overall placing. 


Spe 
`, 


McCay was stuck in the middle of the 
pack and got cut off at the first turn. 
Tessitore was in even worse shape 
because he was stuck behind McCay. 
Barnett put Davis away within the first 
lap and immediately began to open up a 
lead. Second best from the Pacific 
region, Dennis Curtis, advanced rapidly 
through the pack and began a lengthy 
battle with Davis for second. Davis 
managed to hold off the other Honda 
rider until about mid-moto when he 
stalled his bike to avoid hitting another 
stalled rider. Curtis saw his chance and 


While working towards a second overall 
in the 250 class, Ed Moor tried out 
some unconventional lines. 


made the pass good without even saying 
“thank you.” By this time McCay had 
moved into fourth leaving Tessitore to 
dice it out with Glenn Taylor and Kevin 
Arnold on Yamahas from the Eastern 
region. 

Looking more and more like a Marty 
Smith runaway, Barnett continyed to 
stretch out his lead to a comfortable 35 
seconds by lap seven. It was Barnett first 
to the checkered ahead of McCay who 
had finally overcome a lousy start to 
finish second. Davis later repassed Curtis 
for a third and Tessitore held down fifth. 

When it was time for the second moto 
to start, McCay and Barnett were 
thinking of what they did wrong last time 
and how to correct it. As the gate 
dropped, Barnett clearly demonstrated 
that he had his act together. He smoked 
it out across the start area, around the 
turn and he was gone. Curtis, Davis, and 
Greg Burgess were the next ones 
through. Curtis and Davis rode their tails 
off to keep up with the pace that the 





Midwest Champ was setting. Barnett 
had opened up a 10-second lead by the 
end of lap one and wasn’t about to let up. 
With two firsts he could relax a little in 
the third moto. Meanwhile Curtis and 
Davis gave it up and renewed their feud 
for second. 

McCay and Tessitore had fallen victim 
to the poor start syndrome once again. 
They moved their way up in tandem, 
however, and by the halfway point, 
McCay had established a firm hold on 
fourth with Tessitore in fifth. Davis 
could not keep the pace and dropped 
back. McCay got into heavy traffic and 
lost it, dropping back to ninth. Tessitore 
obligingly assumed the fourth spot. 
Brent Euen was now in third place on a 
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Mike McGowen of California looks for a 
good line to get around Jeff Mathews 
(21) and Rich Eanes (25). 


Blaine Elledge finally managed to put 
together a moto win for the series 
sponsor, Can-AM, in the final 250 moto. 


Honda and was giving Curtis some 
trouble when Curtis either fell or had 
motor troubles and dropped out of the 
fray. On that note Euen fell into second 
and Texan Kurt Janish had slipped by all 
into third. Tessitore was still in fourth 
and McCay had worked his way back up 
to fifth by moto's end. 

The third 125cc moto would tell all. 
All Barnett needed was a fifth to take the 
Overall and the Championship. So 
unless he broke or crashed, he pretty well 
had it sewed up. As the bikes leaped over 
the starting gate for the third and final 
time, it was Mark Barnett again. Just 
like a replay of the heats before, he 
jumped into an early lead never to be 
seriously challenged. McCay was going 
to make the best of the second place start 
he’d been looking for all day. McCay 
managed to keep Barnett in sight but 
that was about all. Tessitore got a 
mediocre start and turned it into a third 
ahead of Bill Cummins of Drew, Miss., 
and Kurt Janish. Glenn Taylor, Bob 
Shoup, Doug Cowell, Eric Batman, and 
Richard VanHoozer filled out the leader 
board. 

The 250 and Open riders were literally 
in awe of the 125'ers and the impressive 
lap times they had been turning. The 
125s ran on par with the Open class 
times all day and their lap times 
were very consistent. 

It's definitely an unsettling feeling 
going to the gate knowing the 125s were 
going too fast. But they lined up and 
went about their business aggressively. 
Maybe too aggressively because about 
half the class jumped the gate in the first 
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Ken Adams put in a superb ride, 
winning all of his open class motos. 
Concentration seems to be the key. 


moto and the start was red-flagged. Over 
half of the perpetrators missed the red 
flag and made a full lap before they 
figured out all was not well. 

The second time around, it went 
smoothly. David Lahey, the Kansas 
Penton pilot, got the holeshot followed 
closely by Jeff Heaston of Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and Todd Snyder of Vaughn, 
Wash., on a Can-AM. Heaston began to 
apply the pressure immediately and 
moved by Lahey on the first lap. Mike 
McGowen had moved up from a middle 
of the pack start and passed Snyder and 
Lahey in one move to take over second. 
Ed Moor, the New Jersey Maico rider, 
bumped the Lahey-Snyder tandem back 
another place when he moved by the duo 
for third. 

By lap three, McGowen had to put the 
move on Heaston for first and it was an 
orderly change of command. After that, 
third place belonged to Snyder, Moor, 
Lahey and Miller, though not in that 
order. Moor had problems at mid-moto 
and dropped back briefly giving way to 
the struggle between Snyder, Lahey and 
Miller. All three held the third spot at 
one time or another but Moor got right 
back in the fight to regain third spot and 
hold it to the end behind McGowen and 
Heaston. 

. Moto two had another Heaston hole- 
shot, this time with Rusty Hibbs, 
McGowen and Moor in hot pursuit. 
Boogie-ing down the front straight, 
they arrive all too soon at the S-turn. 
Heaston made it through cleanly as 
did McGowen. Hibbs hit the berm 
head-on and took a trip over the bars. 
Not the coolest thing to do with 38 
berserko riders breathing down your 
neck. Next in the chain of events was 





Ricky Riggs heads for the fence at the 
outside of the turn, where it’s dry 
and smooth. 








a massive traffic jam and a frenzied rush 
to put a knobby autograph on Hibb's 
number bib. Undaunted by it all, Hibbs 
got up and finished 11th. Back at the 
front, McGowen, Heaston, and Moor 
were doing a freight train number that 
lasted to the moto's end. 





This is a shot of the start of 
the Open class. Notice all the 
riders looking forward. They're 
looking at Ken Adams, who is 
already long gone with a 

big lead. 


Lots of folks showed up for 
the race, including Mark 
Barnett, who showed them 
who's boss in the 125 class by 
taking top honors. 


The biggest jump was always 
crowded with spectators, for 
there were many lines and 
different techniques for 
getting over. 





In moto three in the 250cc class, every- 
thing was in an uproar. Instantly many 
new faces came to the front of the pack. 
First away was Richard Eanes (Yam) 
from Axton, Va. Mark Patsellis (Bul) 
and Gary Betz (Suz) were hot on his rear 
knobby. McGowen got away sixth but 


was moving up steadily. Can-AM'er 
Blaine Elledge began a hard drive from 
fourth that had him in the lead in the 
early laps of the race. Ed Moor had come 
from even farther back. Working his way 
to the front, Moor passed Patsellis and 
Betz who had faded from the top five. He 
also had enough left to get by McGowen. 
Mike needed only a third to win it so he 
wasn't taking any chances until he had 
no choice. Heaston and Mathews had 
also overcome poor starts and moved into 
the top five. At the end of moto three, it 
was Elledge, Moor, McGowen, Mathews, 
and Heaston filling out the top five. 

The Open class belonged to one man. 
Kenny Adams of West Grove, Pa., had 
no trouble at all with his competitors as 
he dominated all three motos, start to 
finish on his Falta Replica CZ. The 
only man who could stay with him had 
his work cut out for him, but Jeff Prevost 
handled it admirably. Chip Howell 
managed a third in the first moto but 
Ken Frost picked up third in the second 
and third motos. Frost had hard luck in 
the first moto and could come up with no 
better than 16th. Chuck Pettigrew 
turned in a third overall with three top 
six finishes. 

After the program was over, many 
spectators could not believe how early it 
was. The program went off without a 
a hitch and ended on schedule. When 
was the last time you went to a National 
that ran on schedule? 

At the awards presentation after the 
races, Warren Daoust, president of 
Bombardier Corporation, awarded the 
winners with their trophies and a special 
surprise, the Can-AM motorcycle of their 
choice (Jimmy Ellis’ bike excluded). 

So now, looking back on the past year, 
you know that it was a tough enough 
battle just getting to the final. And with 
this year’s final at an end, it’s time to 
start thinking about doing it all over 
again next year. Will there be any 
repeaters? We'll just have to wait 


and see. E E 


RESULTS 


CAN-AM AMA AMATEUR 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 


125cc 


1. Mark Barnett, Bridgeview, Ill. Hon 1-1-1 
2. Gene McCay, Lexington, Tenn. Nog 2-5-2 
3. John Tessitore, Bonita, Ca. Yam 5-4-3 
4. Brent Euen, South Elgin, Ill. Hon 9-2-11 
5. Kurt Janish, Plano, Texas Hon 13-8-5 
250cc 

1. Mike McGowen, Spring Valley, Ca. Suz 1-1-3 
2. Ed Moor, Woodcliff Lake, N.J. Mai 4-3-2 
3. Jeff Heaston, Fort Wayne, Ind. Hon 2-2-5 
4. Jeff Mathews, El Cajon, Ca. C-A 9-4-4 
5. Todd Snyder, Vaughn, Wash. C-a 6-9-9 
OPEN 

1. Kenny Adams, West Grove, Pa. C-Z 1-1-1 
2. Jeff Prevost, Perry Hall, Md. Mai 2-22 
3. Chuck Pettigrew, Lucerne Vly., Ca. Mai 4-6-4 
4. Ken Frost, La Mesa, Ca. Suz 16-3-3 
5. Chip Howell, El Cajon, Ca. Hus 3-12-8 
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SUSPENSION 
A UORIOSHIOGI 


Marlin Reeder and Motocross Brake 
Service Take the Harshness Out 
of Your Yamaha 


Since the monoshock unit on Yamahas came out, one thing 
has become very obvious. While it’s a nice setup and it does 
work as good or better than conventional shocks, you’ve got to 
do a little tampering and tinkering before everything is “just 
right.” Either by modification of the spring, damper holes, or 
the location of the unit, you get the desired effect. 

We came across another method of curing the monoshock 
problem. The folks down at Motocross Brake Service have 
come up with a solution. Working in conjunction with Marlin 
Reeder, the man with the air bags, MBS has adapted the 
principal to the monoshock unit. 

The air bag is a simple process that replaces a spring. The 
bag is inflated and held in place by an aluminum collar. 
Instead of compressing a spring, you’re compressing air. 

There are quite a few advantages to the elimination of the 
spring. In the first place, there is no longer any kind of coil 
bind. Also when a spring is hit, the progressive amount of 
presssure needed to compress that spring is not always what 
you want on a motorcycle. For instance, if your spring takes 100 
Ibs. of pressure to compress it an inch, it probably takes 200 
Ibs. of pressure to compress that same spring two inches. 

With an air bag none of these problems exist. Compressing 
air is a simple process. Put it in a container where it can’t 
escape, subject it to a force, the air is crowded into a smaller 
space and it gradually gets harder and harder. It works similar 
to a spring, but is more dependable and consistent. 

With the Reeder air unit from Motocross Brake Service (the 
California distributor of the unit) you are sent the inner air bag, 
the aluminum sleeve that covers it, all the required seals, a 
pressure gauge, valve stem system and all the necessary 
mounting hardware. Installation is simple. Remove the spring 
from your monoshock (very carefully!) and replace it with the 
air bag following the enclosed instructions. The weight savings 
alone are substantial. The air bag setup weighs approximately 
one tenth of the spring. 

To set up the suspension to your individual type of riding you 
merely adjust the amount of air pressure in the bag. To firm up 
the reaction of the shock, you simply add a little air. To soften 
it, bleed a few pounds out. It should be noted, however, that 
dropping the pressure in the nitrogen bowl will also help the 
monoshock unit. Take it to your local dealer for that chore. 

We had the opportunity to ride one of the machines that 
Motocross Brake Service had set up with the air bag system. 
Although it isn't earth shattering, the improvement is obvious 
the first time you hit a bump. We found that on a stock 
monoshock unit there is a certain amount of returned 
“jostling” that can be labeled as an overabundance of rebound 
dampening. When you hit a bump the shock soaks up the 
impact, then comes back to its original position too quickly and 
with too much force. You want to slow down the dampening. 

With the air bag unit, much of the chattering is eliminated. 
A spring wants to let the rear end bounce around too much, 
whereas the air bag doesn't. For instance, going over a section 
of track where there are a lot of bumps is no longer a problem 
of seeing which way your Yamaha is going to swap. With the air 
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By Brad Zimmerman 





bag it hugs the ground better, and the bike isn't bouncing 
around as much. The rear wheel stays in contact with the 
ground better, allowing you to get more power transmitted. 

This was very obvious in long uphill areas, like the starting 
section at Saddleback Park. We had the chance to drag race 
the Reeder air bag machine against a Yamaha equipped with 
the conventional stock spring unit. When coming out of the 
hole, for the first 40 feet both machines were identical in power 
and speed. Since both machines were YZ 125 machines, with 
riders of identical weight, the comparison was about as close to 
perfect as you can come. 

Once the two bikes got into some small stutter bumps, the 
stock machine fell slightly behind. The air bag bike hugged the 
ground better, getting a better bite in the dirt. We 
experimented a few times up the hill and always got the same 
results. The bike with the air bag beat the stocker, by about two 
bike lengths. 

If you were to watch the rear ends of both machines as they 
were accelerating, you could visibly see the difference. The 
stocker was constantly skimming along the ground in the 
rough, allowing the tire to spin. The air bag unit reacted better, 
keeping the wheel on the ground, allowing the power to be 
transmitted. 

Off of jumps, the air bag again felt superior to the stocker. 
On original impact it reacted just like any Yamaha monoshock. 
It takes the jolt well. But just before you bottom out the rear 
suspension, the difference surfaces. The air-bagged machine 
would have a little extra cushion towards the limits of the 
suspension. Instead of bottoming out with a resounding clunk, 


The air bag unit replaces the spring on the Yamaha monoshock system. 
Weight is about one-tenth of original setup. 


it would softely, but definitely, come to the limits of the 
suspension. Once it had absorbed the jolt, the unit didn't 
spring back up like a stocker. 

If you go out to a course and see a Yamaha monoshock bike, 
check out what happens after the suspension has bottomed. 
The spring under the gas tank wants to immediately bring the 
suspension back to the fully extended position. This sometimes 
results in your going off the jump, hitting the ground, and then 
having to fight with a machine that has zero load on the 
suspension. There are usually a lot of chuckholes on a track 
that are formed this way. 

The air bag unit, while it doesn’t stay completely 
compressed, returns a little better. It doesn’t top out the 
suspension right away, but seems to have a slightly delayed 










All these parts are included in the 
$49.95 price. Installation is simple, but 
a bit tricky when you take off the 

old spring. 


Just before the suspension completely 
bottoms out, there is noticeably more 
cushion found with the air bag than 
with the stock shock system. 


Since it connects right up to the 
existing lower half of the Yamaha shock 
unit, you can still utilize the nitrogen 
bowl and dampening units on the 

stock shock. 


reaction. For instance, if there is a large hole just after a jump, 
the air bag system would take the bump much better and with 
more control than a conventional monoshocker. 

This is mainly because of the fact that when the suspension 
was completely compressed, it didn’t return to a topping out 
point violently. The air bag makes things a lot smoother and 
gives your ride a slight cushion, thus bottoming out isn’t as 
harsh as with a spring. 

We would suggest that you contact your local dealer or 
Motocross Brake Service, 7545 Industrial Way, Stanton, CA 
90680 for the kit. The kit retails for $49.95 complete and is one 
of those neat little trick items that will help you to keep a few 
steps ahead of the other guys. a 

E 
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Using the same engine as the 
motocross machine, the 250 WR is 
potent. The reed valve block has better 
ribbing to insure against breakage. 


From there, the pipe was removed and 
the spark arrestor taken out. It is way 
down inside the double-walled expansion 
chamber, and can be found by removing 
the large circlip by the silencer. Because 
we were riding in an area that didn't 
require a spark arrestor we could take 
the unit out and sleep well at night. The 
screen, which is designed to stop hot 
sparks from igniting the forest, is made 
of a finely knit mesh, and in time 
hampers the horsepower capabilities of 
the engine by creating an abundance 
of back pressure. 

The small rubber flapper on the end 
of the exhaust pipe was also removed. 
This too cuts down the noise slightly, 
but also hampers the engine's perform- 
ance. Even after removing the flapper 
and spark arrestor we could find no 
audible difference in the noise level of 
the engine. It's still quiet enough to let 
a squirrel sleep through a winter's 
frost while you ride by a mere 10 feet 
away. 

The day before the race the bike was 
taken out to the 16.5-mile course and 
run around it twice. We found that the 
stock suspension was too soft for all- 
out desert racing; a change to S&W fork 
springs and a set of 126-Ib. rear shock 
springs (stock is 110) brought the sus- 














The kickstarter is positioned in a bad spot. Pegs are spring-loaded, pipe doesn’t 
get in rider’s way, and the skid plate works well in warding off nasty rocks that 
want to inspect the innards of your gearbox. 


Slow going doesn’t seem to harm the engine, in fact it loves plonking around. 


The bike never loaded up on us, nor did it hint of blubbering in either the top or 
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bottom rpm range. 


pension right up to where we wanted it. 

Everything else worked perfectly. 
With Vernon’s jetting secrets, the en- 
gine was spot-on for the high altitude. 
It had good pulling power, from the bot- 
tom-end grunt right up to the tapped- 
out setting. We were worried on the trip 
up to Colorado about the gearbox; it 
seemed to be a bit too wide for our in- 
tended use. As it turns out, it wasn’t: 
first gear was low enough for pseudo- 
trials riding and sixth would put religion 
into you. With the stock gearing, we 
figured that the bike was worth at least 
70 mph. Since we didn’t put on the op- 
tional speedometer until later, it was 
hard to tell exactly how fast the 250 WR 
went in sixth gear with the throttle 
wide open. We were really afraid to find 
out, it’s that fast. 

If you read the story elsewhere in this 
issue about the eight-hour you’ll know 
that the start is a LeMans type, where 
you run to the bike, start it, and take off 
on the first loop. When our first rider 
got to the machine, it started on the first 
kick and the bike was off with the first 
runners, in about sixth position. Un- 
fortunately, about half a lap out, the 
fuel line dislodged from the gas tank, 


pouring gas all over the engine and ri- 


der. This took up valuable time, and 
made for a poor first lap position. 

On the second lap, with a switch of 
riders, the machine again lost the fuel 
line. This never showed up during the 
break-in or the previous day’s riding. 
We put a plastic zip tie on for the re- 
mainder of the race and the problem 
disappeared. 

Since it was a new motorcycle, and 
technically right off the dealer’s floor, 
we were expecting at least a few prob- 
lems during eight hours of constant 
torture. Only one materialized, besides 
the freak fuel line problem. There is a 





* * 


small piece of plastic guard that sits be- 
tween the frame tubes just behind the 
airbox. After coming off one of the 
larger jumps on the course, the suspen- 
sion bottomed out, allowing the rear 
wheel to grab the guard and pull it 
down. Once into the pits, the piece was 
removed. 

We found out later from Vernon 
Brown that even this wouldn't have 
happened had we ridden the machine a 
little more before racing it. It seems that 
the chain didn't get enough time to 
stretch out far enough, thus the wheel 
was pulled up very close to the engine 


` during the race. This, plus the fact that 


Mes rim PT w 


During our test in the Grand Junction, 
Colo., eight-hour Marathon Desert 
Race, most of our competitors on 250 
WRs looked like this. Going flat out. 


we put the suspension to its limit quite 
often, allowed the wheel to grab the 
plastic when it completed its travel arc. 
Had the chain been slightly longer, or 
the suspension a little stiffer, this 
wouldn't have happened. 

At the end of the eight hour, we sur- 
veyed the bike. It was considerably 
dirty, but none the worse for wear. 
Brakes were still good, the engine crisp, 
the gearbox worked perfectly; save for 
a little paint worn off the left side case 
and some dust, the bike still looked 
brand new. 

Back in Los Angeles and with a 
change of jetting again, we took the ma- 
chine out for a few hundred miles of 
trail riding and concentrated on the 
handling. The Husky 250 WR will 
gladly cooperate with you during tricky 





maneuvers and tight turns. The only 
requirement is that you trust the ma- 
chine. For instance, if you want to go 
flying through a corner and smack a 
temporary berm, the Husky will obey. 
If you half-ass attempt to hit the corner, 
the Husky will wallow for a second and 
continue on. But if you put your faith in 
the bike, throw it down, screw on the 
gas and hit the berm, the bike reacts 
just like you would think a bike should 
react. It turns, it's predictable, and you 
don't have to make any corrections. 

We also found that the machine was 
very forgiving. You can make a lot of 
mistakes on the WR 250 and the bike 


NUMERICAL EVALUATION 
Starting 


Powerband 
Transmission 

(5) Ratios 

(b) Operation 
Suspension 

(5) Front 

(5) Rear 

Brakes 

(b) Effectiveness 
(5) Waterproofing 


Handling 

(5) Low-speed maneuverability .... 
(5) High-speed stability 
Comfort 

(5) Sitting 

(5) Standing 

Miscellanea 

(5) Quality of craftsmanship . 
(5) Instrumentation .... 

(5) Electrics 

(5) Noise level 


100 pts. Overall Rating 96 pts. 








seems to sense them. Landing slightly 
off center or hitting a bump or rut wrong 
doesn’t deposit you on your head. The 
bike will momentarily absorb the in- 
trusion, then straighten itself out, prov- 
ing that Husky handling and suspension 
are top rate. 

After a few days of play riding we put 
on the Preston Petty lighting kit (see 
article elsewhere in this issue) and en- 
tered the bike in one of the worst en- 
duros in the California area. The Little 
Toughie, put on by the URA in Southern 
California, is a 50-mile enduro that 
covers some of the worst country you’ve 
ever seen. 

It was here, in an area that General 
Patton’s tanks couldn’t have possibly 
traversed, that we really appreciated 
the low end grunt and the good wide- 
ratio gearbox found in the WR 250. 
While many of the other contestants 
were struggling with their machines, 
going through gears madly and quickly 
burning up their clutches, the Husky 
shined. It would plod through, over and 
around rocks and downed riders, doing 


Continued on page 66 


Suggested Retail Price: $1795 


ENGINE 

Engine type 

Bore and stroke, mm 
Displacement, cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) 
Compression ratio 
Air filtration 
Carburetion 
Lubrication 

Ignition 


Twin air 
36mm Bing 
in fuel 
motoplat 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Transmission 
Clutch type 
Primary drive 


CHASSIS 
Chassis type 
Overall length, in. 
Seat height, in. 


single downtube 
sassa sama beaDLaaa 83.5 
RAE tr yaa ua eS 31.5 
Pegiheight; iN: wswasedstes seteeeuas 12.5 
Ground clearance, in. ............... 10.6 


Wheelbase Its on. eres ses eats oo nus 56 
Weight as tested, Ibs. ................ 209 
FR/RR wt. bias, Ibs. ............... 45/55 
Tires, front 


POPULAR CYCLING/51 





IBS] EY 250 
4A KCGIBDOUNKG 
ZEE. | KIL TL” BacerSe vou cen 


Go to the Corner 


“ for Some Refreshments Without 
Coming Home With a Ticket 


By Brad Zimmerman 






First get a set of wire cutters and strip 
off the end, being careful to cut away 
only the insulation and not the wire. 





Your finished splice job should look 
like this. It’s strong, sanitary, and with 
a little Silicone Sealant, waterproof. 





The plastic ties provided in the package 
should be trimmed after the headlight is 
installed. 
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Since our test bike, the Husky 250 WR, was basically 
designed for enduro and trail riding, it seemed only natural 
that we complete the process that the Swedish firm had begun. 
For real honest enduros and Two-Day Qualifier events, you've 
got to have a street-legal motorcycle. 

Thus, with the help of Preston Petty and a few other friends, 
we set about making our WR 250 legal. Since the machine is 
already equipped with a lighting coil, it's simply a matter of 
connecting all the wires to get some bulbs blazing. 

The Preston Petty headlight/number plate unit was used up 
front, because it fits anything short of a Mac truck and it's the 
simplest, cheapest and most readily available item on the 
market today. And Preston is our kind of people. 

The first step in transforming your bike to a corner liquor 
store special is to remove the stock number plate. Make sure 
that you don't throw it too far away—you might want to return 
it to the bike in the future for a desert race. 

The wires exiting from the lighting coil on the Husky can be 
found down by the ignition cover located on the righthand side 
of the engine. Since we decided that the machine had to be 
waterproof, we opted to cut off the stock male/female plug on 
the wiring and go to the tube design, where you just insert the 
wire, squeeze it down with pliers, and completely cover the 
whole splice job with silicone sealant. 

As far as the wires go, the diagram is simple. You use the 
yellow one for the headlight and the other one for the taillight. 
There are only two wires that are exposed coming out of the 
engine. If you've got more than that consult your Husky dealer, 
because there's something wrong. 

` There are a few things that you should check when mounting 
the headlight. First, a good ground wire location is essential. 
We found that the left side triple clamp pinch bolt was a good 
spot. Water rarely gets up there, and if you do pull into a 
checkpoint and find that your headlight is out, it's easier to 
check the wire up there than someplace under the seat. 

Using the four plastic ties enclosed in the package and 
following the wiring diagram, it was simply a matter of 10 
minutes to get the headlight unit affixed. If you're really a 
nitpicker you can go through the motions of getting the light 
aligned properly. We found that the easiest method was to 
shave off part of the blocks found on the back of the unit until 
the beam was directed either farther up or down. If it's pointed 
too far up, shave down the two blocks on the bottom. Repeat 
the process for the opposite. You can use your garage door to 
check the angle that the light is directed towards. Just pull the 
bike back about 30 feet or so and shine the light on the door. 

Quite often you'll find that you don't know what to do with 
the three wires coming out of the headlight. We cured that 
problem by ignoring one. We used the ground wire and the 
juice wire, both located towards the righthand side of the 
headlight. If you're inventive you can slice into the juice or 
ground wire and rig it up to an on-off switch located on the 
handlebars. 

The rear taillight fender assembly is very similar in 
application to the front. Using the second wire coming out of 
the coil area and working with the proper slice tubes, you can 
get the taillight to burn constantly. For a ground spot, we used 
one of the pipe mount brackets located on the left of the 
machine. 

At first the Preston Petty Rear Integral taillight assembly 
seemed too awkward and flimsy to stay on. But after some 
analyzing and experimenting we found a good way of mounting 
it. Using the stock seat mount bolt holes you can drill through 
the plastic fender and mount it there. Then if you rescue the 
stock rubber grommets off the original fender, these two can 
come into play to help keep the fender tight and secure. Just so 
we could sleep at night we put a couple of plastic zip ties on the 
back of the frame loop at the highest point towards the rear. If 
you really want to get fancy, a rubber rear fender grommet off a 
Suzuki TM 125 will fit just perfectly. 





Using the same tube 
splicers, connect 
the wire from 

the headlight unit to 
the coil lighting 
wires. On a Husky, 
the yellow wire is 
for the front, green 
for the rear. 


On the IT fender; 
we found that you 
could use the 
existing seat mount 
bolts to add some 
rigidity and security 
of the fender. 
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Again, you can splice one of the wires from the taillight 
assembly into the on-off switch at the handlebars, so that both 
the front and rear lights will only burn when the circuit is 
closed. 

After going through the inspection at Two-Day Qualifiers, 
and running up and down the street a few times on 
pseudo-street machines, we found that hooking up the brake 
pedal switch for the rear light was too much of a bother. A real 
enduro rider doesn’t seriously plan on using his machine to go 
around town, thus for him it isn’t necessary to have the taillight 
go on when he steps on the brake pedal. If you’re 
contemplating using your bike for both work and play, we 
would suggest that you set up a pedal actuating circuit. The one 
on any Honda is about the simplest, and is relatively easy to 
hook up. 

When mounting the rear fender, you'll probably find that 
you've got to use part of the old existing fender. The Preston 
Petty unit doesn’t seem to be long enough, thus you’re going to 
have to do a little trimming and eyeballing so that you're sure 
no mud or water can fling up onto the engine from the rear of 
the bike. 

With the two fenders on, the addition of a 69-cent mirror and 
a $1.29 squeeze bulb horn, you're bike is basically street-legal. 
As a matter of fact, when we set up our Husky we took it down 
to the California Department of Motor Vehicles and were 
informed that the machine would have no problems passing the 
inspection for a street-legal license. It seems that all they 
require is a light (rear only), mirror and horn. They don’t 
specify how large the mirror must be, but if you’re going to 
show up with one that is the size your dentist uses to look in 
your mouth, they’ll send you back home. 

So for about $30 you can take that Husky WR 250 (or any 
variety of other race machines designed for enduros) and spend 
an afternoon making it street-legal. It should be noted here that 
the police still frown upon wheelies, curb berming, full-lock 
slides, and other such thrilling escapades on the street. The 
lighting kit and proper permits will give you a chance to ride 
the machine on the street. Leave the racing part to the dirt ` 
sections, and specifically, the special test part. x 

POPULAR CYCLING/53 


UE u Sia 
54/POPULAR CYCLING 








So you've got your bike ported, 
high-compression head, big carb, good 
ignition, and all the other goodies that 
ream out your wallet, but you're still 
getting blown into the weeds. Why? 
Mainly because you haven't figured out 
all the neat little secrets that your 
buddies know, and they aren’t going to 
tell you. 

There are trick things that you can do 
for your bike that don’t involve an 
enormous amount of money. Yes, you 
can fix up the old scooter so that it works 
better and won’t cost you an arm and a 
leg. Over the years we've learned, stolen, 
and made up a few of our own tricks to 
perform to bikes that will help. So read 
on and follow the hints that pertain to 
you and your own machine. 

If you're going tc follow this whole 
guide, start with the front wheel. If 
you’ve got rim locks, take off the tire, 
tube, and then chuck the rim locks as far 
downwind as possible. Rim locks are old 
fashioned. Break out the trusty drill, put 
four small holes in the rim wall on each 
side, and insert sheet metal screws into 
the tire. Be careful of the screws. They’ve 
got to be long enough to grab the bead on 
the tire, but not so long as to punch a 
hole in the tube. 

While you’ve got the tire and tube off, 
throw your wheel up on a trueing stand 
and check out the wobble. On a 
motocross or desert bike, perfectly trued 
wheels aren’t absolutely necessary. But 
it’s nice to know that your wheels are 
basically round, especially when it comes 
to spokes and their relative pressure. 
When all the spokes are pulling evenly, 
you run less chance of loosening a few 
and eventually breaking them and the 
wheel. 

A very minimal amount of money can 
get you a good trueing stand. All you 
need is a section of two-by-four and some 
nails. Cut the wood and nail it together 
so that you have a small stand that is 
similar to the letter “U.” Put a couple of 
notches in the top so that when you set 
the wheel in, the axle will sit in the notch 
and stay on the stand. Now grab a coat 
hanger, nail it to one side of the stand 
and spin the tire. See where the rim 





bulges out on the right? Set the coat 
hanger tip up against that so it's 
applying pressure to the rim. Now simply 
tighten the proper spokes (usually those 
opposite of the bulge) to take out the 
wobble. Repeat the process on the left 
side. Now bend the coat hanger so that 
you can check the up and down 
movement of the rim. If your wheel is egg 
shaped, it's going to take a lot of trueing 
work to get it straight again. Trueing 
wheels is usually a time consuming 
process that requires a minimum amount 
of mental wizardry. Do it on a rainy day. 

Okay, now slip the tire and tube back 
onto the front wheel. Grab the axle, and 
slip the wheel back into the front forks, 
and connect the backing plate arm. 
Leave everything nice and loose, and 
have a buddy grab the wheel and spin it 
quickly. Pull on the front brake lever and 
immediately stop the tire from revolving. 
While one of you holds the brake on, the 
other should tighten down the axle nut 
and backing plate arm. 

This is a trick that we stole from a road 
racing freak that wandered in here one 
day. You see, on most motocross 
machines, the brake shoes and the brake 
liner aren’t exactly precise. So when you 
tighten down the wheel with the brakes 
on, you somewhat center the shoes, 





If there is no one 
else available to 
help you, a rubber 
band setup on 
the front brake 
lever will help 

you center the 
brake shoes. 


Front brake 
adjustment is very 
critical. When 
adjusted so that 
the brake locks 
when your fingers 
are bent at the 
knuckle (this way 
you are utilizing 
all the strength in 
your hand), the 
stopping power 

is very precise. 





So that you are 
able to slip the 
clutch when 
coming out of 
corners, your 
lever should be 
adjusted so that 
the plates start to 
disengage when 
the lever is pulled 
in so far. 


The steering head 
unit should be 
checked after 
each race day. 

If loose, it can 
result in a sloppy 
front end, 
imprecise 
cornering, and 
some badly 
ground-up 
steering head 
bearings. 





giving you better stopping power and 
more internal braking surface. 

Now move into the rear wheel. Repeat 
the whole process of the sheet metal 
screws, trueing and brake centering. 
While you're at it, clean out the internals 
of each wheel and check the shoe return 
springs for wear. You should be able to 
notice the difference in braking power 
the first time out. The bike will stop a lot 
sooner and a lot better with the brake 
shoes centered in the hub. You'll thank 
us the next time you go into that big 
corner too hot. 

Now move up the handlebars. 
Throughout our years of hanging 
around the pits at GP races, we've 
noticed that many of the European riders 
set up their handlebars exactly the same. 
First, step back from your machine. Now 
sight the bike and see if the vertical 
section of the bars lines up with the angle 
of the fork tubes. If for instance, your 
bars are angled sharper in a forward 
direction than the fork tubes, then you've 
got to loosen them and move them back. 
You should have two parallel lines, one 
running from the bars, the other running 
down the fork tubes. If you can hack 
riding with the bars in this position, you 
might find that your arms don't get as 
tired because you aren't pushing on the 
front end at a funny angle. Some riders 
can get along with the method, others 
don't like it. Try it and see for yourself. 
We have found that you have more 
control of the bike and the bumps don't 
seem as harsh when they're set in this 
manner. 

While you're fiddling with the bars, 
adjust your clutch. You should have the 








usual slight 


ACNG-— 

ç e 
\ E amount of free play 
a in the cable. Adjust the 


clutch itself so that it is completely 
engaged when you've got the lever pulled 
in about halfway. This is good for two 
reasons: first, when you're getting off 
the line, it’s easier to slip the clutch out 
when you can keep two fingers wrapped 
around the grips. The other advantage 
is when you're coming out of a corner. 
If you can simply pull the lever in a small 
amount to get the revs up, you're 
saving time. If you've got to pull it 
halfway in before the plates start 
slipping, then you're using up valuable 


After you've loosened the front axle, 
spun the wheel, then clamped down the 
brake, you can retighten the front axle 
and backing plate arm. This procedure 
should be repeated on the rear wheel. 


On most motorcycles there is an 
adjusting bolt and nut that determines 
the angle of your brake pedal. Adjust it 

so that you are comfortable and the 
pedal doesn’t hang up your riding style. 


time, and you'll find that your forearms 
will pump up sooner in a race. 

Now go onto the throttle side. Adjust 
the free play in the cable so that you have 
very little slop. We once got a hold of 
Roger D’s throttle and found that he had 
zero amount of free play between cable 
slop and idle. Although you might not 
want to set it up this exact, you should 
tighten up the slop in the assembly so 
that your throttle reaction is almost 
instantaneous. 

Next, grab the throttle like you 
normally would and extend your index 
and middle finger straight out. Bend 
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them at the first joint from the end and 
pull on the front brake. Your brake 
should be adjusted out far enough so that 
you only want to pull with these two 
fingers. There is more pulling power in 
these fingers at the first joint than at any 
other part of the hand. Adjust the cable 
to fit your riding style, but try to keep the 
brake tight and easy to lock up the front 
wheels without it bottoming out on the 
throttle grip. 

Move on to the foot controls. On most 


Leaky fork seals are easy to discover. 
Replacing the units is the best way to 
cure the problem, but if you’re in a bind, 
purchasing a set of air fork caps and 
putting about five psi in each leg will 
allow the seal to grip the fork leg better 
and stop the leak. 








motorcycles, you can adjust the brake 
pedal either up or down without 
changing the stopping power. Usually 
there is a small bolt and nut located on 
the frame that acts as a governor for the 
brake pedal. If you’re the type of rider 
that likes to tuck his big toe under the 
brake pedal while riding, adjust the rear 
bolt so that you have ample room. Care 
should be taken to make sure that your 
toes aren’t pointed downward while you 
ride. This moves your body weight too far 





back and you run the risk of hitting a 
rock with your foot, guaranteed to ruin 
your day and make your eyes water. 

The shift lever should be adjusted to 
where it feels comfortable to you. Most 
riders have problems finding a good 
midpoint between upshifting and 
downshifting. Either the lever is too high 
for upshifting or too low for down- 
shifting. If you set it in a good spot for 
upshifting, then sometimes you’ve got to 
take your foot off the peg for down- 





A trueing stand can be made at home, 
or you can buy a deluxe unit like this 
one. Wheels should be trued often to 
insure that you don’t get any broken 
spokes or shattered brake hubs. 





shifting because the lever is so high. We 
took a poll in the pits at the U.S. GP and 
found that the Europeans feel that 
upshifting is more important than 
downshifting. By moving the shifter 
around on the spline, you should be able 
to find a good midpoint that keeps you 
happy both ways. Also remember 
that most shifters can be carefully bent 
with some heat and a vise. You can 
custom contour your shifter to your 
riding style. 

Grips are usually a personal 
preference, but there are a few things 
that you should look for. Get something 


Tightening the 
spokes while the 
wheel is on the 
bike shoule be 
done between 
each moto. You 
shouldn’t tighten 
more than 
one-half turn each 
time around the 
wheel. Too tight 
and you’ll 
puncture the tube, 
too loose and 

you could break 
some spokes. If 
you’re not sure, 
there are torque 
wrenches for 
spokes available. 


The shift lever 
should be moved 
around on the 
spline so you're 
comfortable when 
upshifting and 
downshifting your 
machine. 





in either a ridge design, or a multi- 
square configuration. If you find that 
your forearms are pumping up rather 
quickly, it’s probably because the grip 
diameter is too large. Magura grips are 
rather small and will fit those with small 
paws; if the grips are fine and your arms 
still pump up, it’s either because you’ve 
got too much palm padding in your 
gloves, or your arms are too weak. 
Usually it’s the former. 

Seat height and handlebar height 
depend on the rider. If you’re a tall 
person, Honda of Piqua has an excellent 
GP seat padding kit that you can tailor to 





your needs. If you find that your back is 
giving you a lot of trouble, it might be 
due to the fact that you’re bending over 
too much while riding. A lower seat will 
help to cure this. 

Handlebars and their height vary 
greatly. Again if you’re tall, get a set of 
bars that have a big rise. If you’re really 
tall (six feet and over), you can usually 
mickey around with the clamps and 
mount two sets on the triple clamps to 
raise the height of the bars. 

The main thing to remember when 
setting up your bike is comfort. You 
should be at ease with the motorcycle, 
and know exactly where everything is 
located. Once you finish fine-tuning your 
wheels, controls and bar locations, stick 
with these positions. A lot of adjusting all 
the time tends to leave you unfamiliar 
with your machine. Once you find a 
setup that you like, stick with it, and 
transfer it from your old bike to the new 
one. The secret is that comfort equals 
speed. If you feel good on the bike, and 


everything works well, you'll go faster. x à 
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By Rolf Tibblin 


SHARING 


UP 


For the more advanced. Pointing the toes forward and 
taking steps for a distance of 40 yards will improve leg 
strength and balance. 


Warm up witha 
run from one-to- 
three miles which 
includes brisk 
walking. Note the 
type of clothing 
you should wear. 


Another good 
warm-up exercise 
is done like a 
marching routine 


Training and getting in shape might sound like a 
drag to some riders but to those who want to do good 
and protect themselves from injuries, it is one of the 
most important steps to becoming a good racer. Con- 
fidence on the starting line comes from knowing you 
have the strength and stamina to last a long moto or 
desert race. Also, there is the confidence that, in event 
of a getoff, your odds of being hurt are minimized. It 
can not only be very self-satisfying to feel in shape but it 
will fill your room with trophies. 

Getting in shape doesn’t just rappen overnight. It 
may take six months, even a year. What is really great 
about the program outlined here is that it takes very 
little time from your existing day's schedule and re- 
quires no special facilities or barbells. The idea is to 
develop stamina using only your body, no equipment. 
Of course, there are more exercises than are outlined 
here but basically these will tone the muscles used most 
when riding a motorcycle. Good training habits, how- 
ever, are the real secret to the success of your shaping- 
up program. 

Some of the habits I would like to stress include tips 
on eating, sleeping, warming up and, most importantly, 
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where you lift 

your legs high 
and raise your 
arms in a swift 


movement and so 


you feel the 


muscles stretch. 


cooling down. Muscles are your only tool for getting 
strong and if you don't treat them right, they fail you! 
AND HOW ’BOUT BOOZE? 

Three items that this program should not include are: 
drinking, smoking and drugs. I feel very strongly 
against smoking as well as drugs when it comes to get- 
ting your body in shape. Even the slightest use of either 
will impair your condition in my opinion. Drinking can 
be bad too. I remember a test we did on a bicycle racer 
in Sweden; it showed me what alcohol does. The bike 
racer was one of the best in Europe at the time and 
when the season ended, a group of us put him through a 
physical test. We got him drunk and when he sobered 
up, we put him through the same test again. His per- 
formance was off very noticeably and after monitoring 
him, we discovered that it took him one month to get 
back in the same condition that he was in when we 
started the experiment. Of course this was not the effect 
of one drink or one beer, but several. I don’t think if 
a guy likes to have a drink or maybe even two, it will 
hurt him as long as he stops there. But if he gets drunk 
once or twice, he can be assured that he won’t fulfill his 
racing potential for some time after. 





Throughout the workout short rests are called for. This is 
the relaxing position. Really relax during these breaks! ` 


_ Toe raises for ankle strength. Stand on ti 
you drop, do it in a very relaxed manner. 
__ and repeat set three times for total of 90. 


ptoes and drop to your heels. When 
Do 30 times, then rest 10 seconds 





Alternate run is done on your r fingertips and 20 times. Stretch 
your legs as far as possible. Do 20 times again bu 
with both feet apart. Do mem fas 


TAKE A SNOOZE 

Sleeping habits could be the biggest problem with a 
young racer. If you are used to getting to bed at mid- 
night, you’d better change that to 10:00. It is very im- 
portant to get 10 hours of sleep regularly. When a big 
race is coming up get your 10 hours for sure Monday 
through Friday nights, so if tension keeps you awake 
Saturday night before the race, it won’t hurt you. Quite 
often we have found that you won’t be tired or out of 
shape on the day of a race even if you only get a few hours 
of sleep the night before, providing you got the rest 
I’ve outlined the week before the race. The most rest- 
ful period for your body is the sleep you get before 
midnight. 

FOOD 

Your eating habits can also affect your sleep. One bad 
habit is eating dinner late. With a full stomach your 
body must continue to work at its regular pace to 
process or digest the food. As for what type of foods you 
should eat, I am only going to say that vegetables are 
one of the most important items on your diet. Vitamins 
or other supplement pills should only be taken if your 
doctor recommends them. A person in training should 
have physical checkups regularly to see if he has strong 
blood or needs vitamin supplements. An interesting 
sidenote to the importance of vegetables is a test con- 
ducted where we found that eating raw carrots for two 
months prior to a long night’s race (like Baja) improved 
night vision by 15 percent. 

None of the items I’ve mentioned seem like a lot to 
ask of yourself if you want to get in shape. Each of them 
is small, but combined they make the results quicker. 

THE BIG RUN 

Before getting started in the exercise program, we 
want to point out two important points of the workout 
session: the warm-up and cool-off period. Keep in mind 
that the muscle is a piece of meat and when it’s frozen it 
doesn’t bend very easily. But warmed it has flex. Your 
muscles, although never really frozen, need to be treated 
properly. If you think of them in this manner, you will 
be more comfortable because you won’t suffer the 
pains from strained muscles. Don’t kid yourself, bruised 
muscles can take a lot longer to heal than a broken leg. 
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_ A through D 


- Leg squats are 


hard but really 
build stamina. 
Start with 12 with 
each technique. 
Arms straight out 
forward; straight 
out to side; on 
hips; then with 
arms straight 
above you. Keep 
your back very 
straight and stand 
on your tiptoes. 
Rest five seconds 
between each 
technique. If you 
have had any knee 
problems, then 
don’t squat any 
further than half 
way. This would 
be in about a 90- 
degree position. 





ide of your is as far as possible three times then do the 
opposite side That's one time, do the stretches rapidly: 





Back stretching 

: is done with 
your hands on 
hips and legs 
apart. Bend over, 
keeping your 
legs straight, 
and then swing 
up to an arch. 

Do this very fast 
five times, 
stretching with 
each count: 
down for one, 
two, and up for 
three, four. 


Floor to sky stretch. Keeping your legs straight and twisting 

So your arm is pointing to the ceiling and you're looking straight 
at your fingertips. Do very fast, alternating arms (almost looks 
like a speed skater’s arm action), for 50 times. 


RUNNING 

I like to warm up by running. A person who has never 
done any running for conditioning should start with 
brisk walks. A three-mile fast walk can get you started 
building stamina quicker than trying to run for one mile 
as you would have to stop and rest often. When you are 
ready to start a running program, set up a 1'/-mile 
course for yourself. It is important to use the same 
course all the time so you can see your improvements. 
Start the warm-up by jogging for a short distance, then 
stop and walk for another 200 yards. Jog again for 400 
yards, then walk for another 100 yards; you can then 
start your run. When you can run the 1'2-mile course 
without getting very tired, then add another half-mile 
until you reach three miles. I don’t see the need to run 
more than three miles. 

A method I like to encourage while running or doing 
any other phase of the workout is to think about the 
race coming up. This helps eliminate boredom. Get 
hungry to do well in the race and the workout will go 
easier, plus there is less chance that you will get lazy 
and cut any of the exercises short. 

Your workout would normally continue with the 
exercises at this point but you should know how to cool 
down after the workout. This is important so you won’t 
damage any muscles and lose the stamina that you’ve 
developed. 





You will have done the push-ups again before this exercise but 
eliminate the fingertip method this time. Lay on your back and 

roll up on your neck until you touch the floor with your toes, 
keeping your legs Sirani Bring your legs over your head and 


bicycle for 30 seconds. 


Relax momentarily before starting this 
exercise. This stomach and back exercise is 
hard and challenging but worth the effort. 
Lay on your back, raise your feet, keep your 
knees and legs straight and point your toes 
all the time and kick slowly like you're — 
: swimming. Roll on your left side and then to 
the center and then right and back to center. 
That's one. Do six times. Take a 10-second 
break, then keeping your palms flat on the 
floor and at your side, do the same thing but ` 
don’t roll from side to side. Hold for u 
seconds, then rest for 10 seconds and repeat 
three times: Don’t give up! 





y: 


1a ya 


N c 


ndk 


Extend your arms straight out: id 
our shoulders constantly. Rotate in a sma — 
repeat t Butin the 


then rest for five seconds, 


y 
least 75 times, 
muscles working: 


opposite direction: You'll feel 





Another 
isometric that 
really put the 
legs in shape is 
sitting against a 
wall with your 
legs at a perfect 
90 degree angle. 
Keep your knees 
apart one hand 
width and then 
fold your arms. 
Do this for 30 
seconds ata 
time and keep 
increasing the 
duration and 
repetitions as 
you progress. 


The isometric hand press starts from the top above your A simple hand- 

head and goes down to your arms’ extension. Press your ; stand against 

hands together as hard as you can go down three times very : P the wall gets the 

slow. Repeat the exercise going up. Remember the proper T ; | blood moving 

cool down technique! Ly the other way 
e £ and is very 


AND AFTERWARD ... | BR ORA. relaxing 

I learned from a ski racer in Europe (winner of three I H à 
Olympic medals) that if you jump into a shower right 
after your workout while you're still sweating, you lose 
50 percent of that workout. You should cool down 
slowly. After the workout find a warm area to sit and 
relax. Cool completely until you are not sweating. Think 
about the race coming up while you're relaxing. Then 
take a shower, either warm or reasonably hot but never 
cold. The cold shower will hurt the muscles! If you 
have sweat glands on your forehead when getting out 
of the shower, then you didn't relax long enough before 
you went in. 

A final point to remember before getting into the pro- 
gram is the clothing you should wear; keep your body 
warm with long sleeves and pants. Your head is also 
very important and should be kept warm with a hat. 
The hat is not as critical in areas like California, unless 
the temperature drops. Keep in mind that you should 
warm up properly, do the exercises completely keeping 
yourself clothed warmly. Cool down slowly and com- 
pletely, and eat, sleep and train regularly. It took every 
bit of this for me to become the World Champion! E 

> 
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38mm CARB ON A 125??!! 
YOU BET!! 
using the SCUNK WORKS 
HI-VOLUME INTAKE 


(patent pending) 


You won't believe the great increase in low end 
torque. Also extends your top end; it's like having 
another gear. 

FOR HONDA CR: 125, SUZUKI TM & RM-125, 
TM-100: others available soon. 


TM. 125 
A BOLT-ON power kit to greatly extend your 
power band, and increase your total HP. 
THIS IS NOT A REED VALVE. 
No cylinder mods are required. Simply bolts on, 
replacing stock components. 
You also get easy starting, and excellent throttle 
response. Engine also runs cooler 


Kit consists of: 38mm Mikuni $ 48.00 


K&N Air Filter 8.75 
SKUNK WORKS H-V INTAKE 43.50 
100.25 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 
$89.95 + 1.80 S&H (H-V Intake may be ordered 
by itself for ($43.50 + $1.50 S&H). Florida 
residents add 4% tax. 
DEALER/DIST. INQUIRIES INVITED 
watch for the latest developments from . 
SKUNK WORKS ENGINEERING 
P.O. Box 203-20, DESTIN, FLORIDA 32541 
(904) 837-2694 


TWO STROKE 


TUNERS HANDBOOK 






















EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED TO 
GET MORE 

POWER! 





only $5.00 plus shipping 
Solid facts and formulas for 2-stroke engine 
modifiers. To get more power and speed 
from today's highly developed 2-stroke 
engines requires a balanced improvement 
program involving head, crank, train, port 
contours and timing, intake and exhaust 
tuning. This up-to-date book gives you a set 
of practical design formulas that work— on 
the dyno and on the track! How to design 
an expansion chamber; the modern time- 
area approach to effective porting; selecting 
the optimum carb size; cylinder head and 
crankcase compression; and much more. 
This manual skips the routine basics and 
gets right to it with 160 pages of precision 















TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles, California 90049 


I'm enclosing $ (add 50¢ 
for shipping. California residents add 6% sales 
tax) for copies of “Two-Stroke Tuner's 
Handbook.” Please send to: 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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HUSKY 250 


a good imitation of a trials machine. 
Once out of the tougher sections and on- 
to a fire road, we found that the engine 
hadn't even hinted of loading up. 
After a good two hours of riding the 
bike at below 3000 rpm, it was still 
clean and crisp up on the top end. 

After riding the bike for so long, we 
got together and compared notes. 
Everyone agreed that the seat seemed 
too hard when the bike was first ridden, 
but with time you realized that your 
rear end wasn't getting sore. The foot- 
pegs were still a bit slippery, but they 
were nicely spring-loaded. Handle- 
bars were top race, and we all con- 
fessed to wanting to steal the Magura 
levers and throttle before the bike 
went back to Husky. 

The gas tank, being three gallons in 
capacity, should have hampered the ri- 
der’s technique. No one remembered 
the gas tank even being there, let alone 
getting in their way. The same held 
true for the gearbox; when the question 
of missing shifts arose, everyone was si- 
lent, trying to think of a time when they 
found a false neutral. Although we all 
agreed that finding neutral was a bear, 
no one got a space between gears while 
riding the bike. 

It was unanimously decided that 
Husqvarna should get the Dumb En- 
gineering Award for the placement of 
the kickstarter. It’s hard to kick, the 
footpeg is in the way, and after a few 
tries at bringing the bike to life, your 
ankle gets sore from the position. 
We've also heard of cases where the 
left sidecase breaks because the rider 
didn't try to start the machine properly 
and the angle of the kickstarter put 
quite a strain on the casting. We never 
did find out the proper way to kick- 
start the 250 WR. 

After putting the machine through 
this kind of punishment, and having it 
bounce right back with no apparent 
problems, we feel that the Husky 250 
WR is a fantastic machine. Expensive— 
yes; but when our group of test riders 
was asked to name another machine on 
which they felt as confident, or that they 
would have put through the same test- 
ing procedure, everyone was silent. 

One of the group summed it up best 
by saying, “That's a really good 
motorcycle, but when I first got on it I 
had my doubts. While out riding it I 
was thinking of that Husky ad where it 
talks about Dick Burleson riding to four 
National Enduro wins on a stock 250 
WR and only changing the handlebars. 
At first I thought that it was a bunch of 
BS. But after riding that bike, and 
seeing how well it worked, I can see how 
he did it. There isn't anything that 
you have to change on the Husky to 
ride it like we did. Everything works 


just right.” a 5 





BICYCLE & 
MOTOCROSS 
PERSONALIZED 
JERSEYS 


NUMBER 


Ne bike name) 


These nylon mesh jerseys. offer 
the best combination of insula- 
tion, protection, style, and long 
life. Proven on motocross tracks 
everywhere. Order yours now! 











Color combinations available 
(check one) 


— Red body, white yoke, blue 
sleeves 


— Yellow body, white yoke, 
orange sleeves 


— Brown body, brown yoke, 
burnt orange sleeves 


FREE—YOUR NAME 


Fill in name desired, limit 8 letters 
(please print): 





(name) 
FREE—YOUR NUMBER OR 
BIKE NAME 


Fill in number or bike name 
desired: 





(number or brand) 


KIDS’ SIZES $12.95 
Size (check one) 
_— small — med — lg 
ADULT SIZES $14.95 
Size (check one) 

small . med Ig x lg 





Prices include shipping. California 
residents add 6% sales tax. 


cule. 
matar 


12306 Gladstone, Sylmar, Ca. 91342 


DICK BURLESON 


National 
Enduro Champion 


AMA No. 135538A 


“I've done a lot of different kinds of 
motorcycle riding sanctioned by the 
American Motorcycle Association and I’ve 
been a member for almost 10 years. 


"|f you're a pro racer the AMA pro- 
vides an opportunity to make a lot of 
money. And. if you're an amateur rider 
like me you'll benefit from over 6,000 
events a year ranging from National En- 
duros to poker runs. You don't have to 
be No. 1 to have fun and that's what the 
AMA is all about. | think you should 





MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
American Motorcycle Association 
P.O. Box 141, Westerville, Ohio 43081 


| want to join the AMA, share in the 
fun and be eligible for all membership 
benefits. | agree to comply with AMA rules 
for sanctioned motorcycle activities. | un- 
derstand that my benefits accrue upon re- 
ceipt of my AMA card and that $1.00 of 
my competitor or enthusiast dues is for my 
monthly AMA Report. 


O ENTHUSIAST $8 
For road and street riders and the casual 
trail rider. 

L] COMPETITOR $10 


For youth, amateur or semi-professional 
competition. 


O ASSOCIATE $6 


For wives and children (under 16) not in- 
terested in amateur or semi-professional 
competition. 


L] AMA NEWS Subscription $5 


Name 





Street 





kil a 


Zip Code 
D] This is a new membership 
O This is a renewal 


AMA Number _________ (renewals only) 
Mail this application with your remittance. 





FLOATING BRAKE 


understand why all dirt bikes aren’t 
fitted with floating rear brakes. Maybe it 
just relates back to the priorities of 
dollars and time. 

If you think about what occurs during 
an application of the rear brake, it 
becomes obvious that the reaction to the 
braking torque has to be absorbed into 
the bike chassis. With a floating brake 
this reaction torque is fed into the brake 
torque arm which is attached to the 
frame and free to pivot as the suspension 
moves. With a conventional brake these 
reaction torques are fed into the 
swingarm, again through the brake 
torque arm, where they act upon the 
shocks which in turn affects the 
handling. This becomes a bigger prob- 
lem when the ground you’re trying to 
stop on is rough because you now need 
all of the suspension movement and 
control that the bike can deliver. Let’s 
face it, the suspension can’t do its best 
while trying to control both braking 
forces and suspension movement at the 
same time. 

Here is a little test you might try. The 
next time you visit your favorite 
motocross track, look around for a rider 
with a Husky. Ask him or her if it is okay 
and then lean over the bike from the left 
to the right and while applying the rear 
brake with your left hand, push up and 
down on the rear frame member causing 
the suspension to work. Take care to 
notice that the suspension will work up 
and down without any trace of rotating 
the rear wheel. Now try the same thing on 
your bike (assuming you aren’t riding a 
Husky) and notice how the rear wheel is 
actually being turned back and forth as 
the shocks are being pumped up and 
down with-the rear brake held on. This 
clearly illustrates for all to sce how a 
floating rear brake actually separates the 
braking action from the suspension 
movement. 

You should keep in mind that while 
riding and racing the braking forces are 
substantial along with the suspension 
motion which is also much greater than 
was generated during our little test. 
Realizing this, you can begin to see how 
lap times are reduced when more 
controlled braking can be accomplished 
along with full use of your bike’s rear 
suspension. It also makes sense that 
anything which allows for better control 
through the really rough sections becomes 
somewhat of a safety factor against the 
time you come into the corner a little too 
fast or apply the brakes a little too late. 

We're sold on the idea and if you are at 
all serious about your dirt riding and also 
happen to be a Maico enthusiast you 
might want to try one of these floating 
rear brake kits. Your bike will love you 
for it! The list price is $64.50 and they 
are available from Aaen Engineering, 
1266 N. Sheridan Road, Kenosha, WI 
53140. "- 


"t 


e 





Horses $16 each 


It's Hooker's 4 into 1 system, 
part #27151 for 1973-76 
Kawasaki Z1. *Dyno-tested 
it delivered 83 horsepower 
at 8,500 rpm. (Stock read 73 
horsepower.) That’s 10 extra 
horses at roughly $16 each. 
Hooker systems make 
horsepower. 

Hooker has over 200 exhaust 
systems for the latest super 
bikes. Ask at better dealers, 
now. Or write Hooker at 
1032 West Brooks Street, 
Ontario, California 91762. 


* 

Testing was conducted on a Stuska dynamometer, 
November 7, 1972, at Hooker's California facility by 
Product Development Engineer, Dick Lytell. 


A suspension system on 

a skateboard? That's 

right. It's Hooker's revo- 

lutionary contribution to 

high performance skate- 

boarding. A simple 

adjustment of Hooker's 

suspension system can 

dial in just the right per- 

formance attitude: 

releasing the energy of a 

EAT ALR CERA Patent Pending 

hotdogging or assuring 

the stability and security of a rigid board for high speed 
runs. Available in 24” and 27” lengths, the suspension 
system can be easily installed on your flexible board. Or, 
for the ultimate performer; order the fiberglass Hooker 
Tune Flex board complete with suspension system, sure 
grip deck, double action trucks and urethane wheels. 
It's cheaper to buy the best the first time. And you can 
order direct, sight unseen and know you'll get the best 
just because it's from Hooker. 5 


Yes, | want the best. Send me a Hooker 
24” Hooker Tune Flex Board: 

— $58.40 Yellow: ___$59.40 Rainbow 
27” Hooker Tune Flex Board: 

— $59.40 Yellow: ___$60.40 Rainbow 











I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i 

i $19.95 Suspension System 24” 27^ 

1 Undecided? Send $1.25 for information on all Hooker 
I products My weight is. 

I 

I Name 

I 

I 

I 

! City State Zip. 
I — Master Charge: ___BankAmericard 

I 

! Card # Exp. Date. 

| Signature 





I Enclose check or money order payable to Hooker, 1032 
I West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Freight included 

1 California residents add 6% tax. Offer void where pro- 
I hibited. Sorry, no C.O.D 
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THE BOONIE BOOK «vss 


Second edition of the best known dirt riding 
manual. Covers riding techniques for all kinds of 
terrain. Turns, rocks, logs, ditches, banks, steep 
climbs. Be a better rider today! 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles CA 90049 


l'm enclosing $ . Please send 
copies of The Boonie Book. Add 50 cents per 
book for shipping. Calif. residents add 6 percent 
sales tax. 



















Name 












Address 









City. 












State 


GASPRING 


AIR SUSPENSION KITS 


B INFINITELY ADJUSTABLE 
B ELIMINATES BOTTOMING 
E REDUCES WEIGHT 
B SEALS OUT DIRT 
E GUARANTEED 


GASPRING 


AVAILABLE FOR: 


KONI 

BILSTEIN 

BOGE 

HONDA ELSINORE 


$49.88 
(INCLUDES BALANCE LINES) 
AND CAUCE ASSEMBLY 
DEALER & DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


- GASPRING 
--COIL SPRING 





POUNDS 





SHOCK TRAVEL COIL SPRING 


Designed to replace conventional coil springs, Gaspring provides a variable 
pressure air cushion that "bolts on" to your present shock absorbers. A unique 
progressive rate is the secret for Gas ring's smooth track-holding action. Unlike 
coil springs that provide a "straight" or linear force, Gaspring can be adjusted 
soft enough to float over the small ones while progressively stiffening to elimi- 
nate bottoming. Gaspring's pro- 
gressive rate applies the right 
force at the right time, providing 
maximum traction and control. 196 VICTOR AVE. DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48203 
(313)-868-8349 
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21-year-old young lions, Crump and 
Collins, could do no better than third and 
fourth places. 

As if this wasn't dramatic enough, the 
stadium's general manager then broke into 
the proceedings to announce to the 
crowds that he felt they should know that 
an anonymous phone call had warned of a 
bomb planted somewhere inside the giant 
arena. But, he said, they had already made 
all possible security checks, and they 
intended to  cary on  racing—an 
announcement greeted by solid cheers 
from the packed and potentially vulnerable 
crowds. The spirit of Dunkirk lived on at 
Wembley! In fact, at the time it was 
anything but funny, as London was then in 
the throes of another IRA bomb campaign, 
and only the previous day an explosion at 
the city's Hilton Hotel had killed two and 
injured 63. Fortunately, the Wembley 
warning proved to be a hoax. 

So after four of each rider's five rides, 
Olsen was the only unbeaten man. He then 
had to sit out seven races, while his 
opponents attempted to build up as many 
points as possible in the hope that Olsen 
would slip in his last ride. 

The Great Dane, however, declined to 
succumb to Wembley nerves, and led 
from the start in his crucial final ride, even 
though he had the pressure of Louis and 
Collins to ward off. So Olsen, 28, became 
World Champion for the second time, 
taking the first prize of $2500 (yup, that's 
all) proving that rider talent on the tricky 
Wembley strip was more important that 
four-valve power, allowing Mauger and 
Michanek to be defeated by their own 
mistakes, and watching the youthful 
challenge of Collins and Crump to be 
dissipated in the crucial heat nine. 

Louis won a run-off with Mauger for 
third place, putting an Englishman into the 
top three for the first time in 13 years, and 
forcing Mauger out of the top three for the 
first time in eight years. As Autrey is now 
one of the established starts of the British 
League Division One, he still has plenty of 
time to get into another World Final; but 
it's a pity he couldn't have made it this 
year, because it means that Wembley 
World Final nerves may well lay in wait for 
the time he does make his debut there. 

SCORERS: Ole Olsen (Denmark) 15, 
Anders Michanek (Sweden) 13, John 
Louis (England) 12, Ivan Mauger (New 
Zealand) 12, Phil Crump (Australia) 10, 
Malcolm Simmons (England) 10, Peter 
Collins (England) 10, Viktor Trofimov 
(USSR) 8, Tommy Jansson (Sweden) 7, 
Bernt Persson (Sweden) 5, Ray Wilson 
(England) 5, Edward Jancarz (Poland) 4, 
Valeri Gordeev (USSR) 4, Zenon Plech 
(Poland) 4, Marek Cieslak (Poland) 1, 
Henryk Glucklich (Poland) O. 

Far be it for me to question the wisdom 
of one Jimmy Weinert, but some of his 
comments on GP racing in the interview 
published in the July '75 issue of Pop 
Cycling struck me at the time as being a 
little . . . unfounded? 

In particular, the honorable Mr. Weinert 
seemed to want to bring into question the 
riding ability of America's GP contender 
Jim Pomeroy. However, now that the '75 
GP season is over it's possible to look back 
and see that Weinert’s comments were 
indeed off-target. 


For some reason, Weinert seemed 
obsessed with the fact that Brad Lackey 
was going to do alright in the 500 class, 
while Pomeroy was out of his depth and 
likely to falter among the 250s. 

| quote from the Popular Cycling article: 
"| think Brad Lackey could (win the world 
championship). But | think if Pomery won 
it, it would ruin things. | look at this way. 
He lived for three years off of winning one 
moto at a GP. Maybe I'm being a little 
too sarcastic or hard on him, but | don't 
think he really knows how to relate to the 
people that well. | don't think he's grown 
up enough. But Brad can handle it." 

Later, when asked by interviewer Brad 
Zimmerman which of the top American 
riders had the best chance of winning the 
world championship, Weinert mentioned 
Lackey, Jimmy Ellis, even himself — but no 
mention of Pomeroy, who of course was 
the first American ever to win a GP back 
at the 250 Spanish in 1973. He also 
accused Pomeroy of inconsistency, of 
having little mechanical knowledge, and of 
being too hard on bikes! Somehow, | got 
the impression that little respect is shared 
between Messieurs Weinert and Pomeroy. 

Statistics based on results do not, 
however, appear to bear out Weinert's 
cynicism regarding Pomeroy's abilities. In 
the first place, Pomeroy has hardly "'lived 
off" that Spanish win for three years. In 
fact, throughout that season he rode 
consistently to finish well up in the world 
championship standings. Last year he 
dropped to 14th place in the table after a 
series of mechanical failures with his 
works Bultacos—but has Weinert never 


felt that a machine problem has ruined 
some of his performances? 

Then again, this year both Lackey and 
Pomeroy scored very similar results. 
Naturally, both were hopeful of finishing in 
the top three by season’s end. But the 
hard facts of GP life put Lackey down to 
sixth place in the 500cc table with a total of 
101 points scored, while Pomeroy finished 
seventh among the hotly contested 250s, 
with a total of 108 points. 

Each rider scored a GP race win during 
the year, Pomeroy making the break- 
through first in the third round of the 250 
series in Belgium, while Brad had to wait 
until the final 500 race in Luxembourg for 
his big moment. Each rider also scored a 
second place each, while Pomeroy also 
racked up two thirds. He DNFed in eight of 
his 24 GP races, while Lackey had nine 
no-scores from the same number of races. 

All in all, both riders performed 
creditably, and if their successes are not as 
sensational as they would have hoped, 
remember that many GP riders take four or 
five years to get among the top three 
standings, and that the late 20s is a 
common age for a rider to become world 
champion. Lackey is still only 21, Pomeroy 
22; 

It all makes Weinert's comments seem a 
little shallow, in particular as he wasn't 
selected for the American Trophee or 
Moto Cross des Nations teams this year. 
He has declared his intentions of riding on 
a regular basis in the GPs; if and when he 
does, he'll then have a more constructive 
basis from which to criticize the efforts of 
two riders who have already proved 


capable of top placings in world cham- 
pionship competition. 





An organization in the dirt bike field 
whose future is crucially linked to Norton 
Triumph is CCM, the maker of four-stroke 
motocrossers up in Lancashire, England. 
Now, while it doesn't possess a winning 
record comparable to Husky, CCM does 
turn out a rather acceptable machine that 
is competitive at a lower club level, and is 

Continued on page 70 














Lady. 


ALL PRO ^. 
| SUPER STRIPES SŠ 


$10.95 . 


3 for $25.95 


Racey Ladies 
Halter 


American made nylon vented 
halter top. All standard bike 
logos available. Elastic bottom 
to secure perfect fit. The 
perfect halter for the Racey 


$4.95 Ñ 


Persoualized MX Jerseys Let ‘em know who you are... 
Š 3—MOTO SPECIAL 
BUY 3 SAVE 


$5.00 


Look neat for each race. 


Features: 

A. double reinforced elbow 

B. best quality nylon vented material 

C. stretch nylon collar and sleeves 

D. standard bike logo on front & sleeves 
E. nylon vented strips on sleeves 














/ 


Colors Available: A^ 













Gold/W, 
Red/W/Blue. 
one 


GoldM, Black/Gold. 


ALL PRO 
MX JERSEY 


$9.95 


3 for $24.95 





MX Pro - Red/White, Blue/W, Green/W, 
Gold/Black, Tri Color, 
Super Strip MX - Red/W, Gold/Black, 
Blue/W, Tri Color, Red/W/Blue. 

Halter Top - Red/W, Green/W, Blue/W 








RIDERWEAR P O BOX 484 LAREDO TEXAS 78040 512 722 5652 











for name & number on back. 


Name 
Address. 
City — — U Siete... — — Zip 

For fast delivery indicate 1st/2nd choice. 
Color 1st choice. 
2nd choice, 





Logo. 
Name. 
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BEFORE and AFTER YOU BUY A TRAIL BIKE 


Experts tricks on how to ride: sand, mud, water, 
How to select,ride and maintain YOUR logs, hills, rough ground, rocks, banks, pine 
needles, ruts. How to fix flats, chains, wheel 


TRAIL BIKE balancing, etc. 160 pages, 220 illus. 


,8 TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 
7 e a: Los Angeles CA 90049 


I'm enclosing $ . Please send 


copies of How to select, ride & maintain your 
Trail Bike. Add 50 cents per book for shipping. 
Calif. residents add 6 percent sales tax. 


Mp. NT re Name 
Es 
i ied ; Address 


City 





State 








Now there's a handbook for those who are 
already proficient motocross riders but want 
to progress to the winner's circle regularly. 
Written by Vin Gilligan and international 
professional Ake Jonsson, this book gives 
insights into motocross racing found no place 
else. If you are already riding, this is the book 
you need to expand your technique and style. 


ONLY $4.95 
plus shipping 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 


(Add 50d per book for shipping. Calif. residents 
copies of The Technique of Motocross. 


I'm enclosing $ 
add 6% sales tax) for 
Please send to: 


Name 


Address 





City, State, Zi 





Tomorrow’s 
Headlines? 





Ridiculous, you say? 
Don’t count on it! There are many lawmakers 

who actively foster legislation to put restraints 

on both motorcycles and riders. ` 
But, motorcyclists' freedoms are being protected 
constantly by the lobbying efforts of National and 
State Franchised New Motorcycle Dealers Associa- 


Se 

tions. Ve 
Doesn't it make sense that the mass merchandiser NA NN * cs 
seeking your cycle dollars is more interested in profitable WES 
shelf space than the advancement of the sport itself. ` xw Ae 
X: AS 









Buying cycles, parts, accessories and service from an NMDA 
member is an important step in protecting your right to ride, ` 
your places to ride, your freedom to ride. 
It pays dividends to support those who support the sport...your ^ 
NMDA member. 


N QNT x 
SM AN ye | 
cov SS Se He at, < 
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NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE DEALERS ASSOCIATION 
Box 3500027 — Minneapolis. Minn 55435 
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eagerly sought out by those who are 
perhaps more interested in four-stroke 
charisma than in the total power of con- 
temporary two-strokes. 

What ties CCM boss Alan Clews to the 
Norton Triumph concern is the BSA B50 
500cc single-cylinder engine. Developed 
by the former BSA setup and incorporat- 
ing all the wealth of knowledge they built 
up in the mid-'60s when Jeff Smith won 
them the 500cc world title, the B50 project 
was maintained after the demise of 
BSA itself. 

To launch the CCMs, Clews began to 
buy B50 engine units and modify them 
considerably to update them. For example, 
Clews had magnesium engine cases made 
(and forks and wheel hubs in the same 
material, incidentally) and also produces 
his own flywheels, pistons, valves, and 
improved heads and barrels from the blank 
BSA castings. The inner crankcases and 
the crankshaft are about the only 
unchanged B50 parts remaining in the 
motor by the time he’s finished his work. 

CCMs have sold so steadily that just 
over a year ago he ordered almost 500 
engines from Norton Triumph. This fol- 
lowed an earlier order for 400 units. He's 
made 400 of the four-stroke motocrossers 
in 372 years, with 53 percent of production 
going abroad in 1974. The American im- 
porter, incidentally, is CCM Britain Ltd. 
Imports U.S.A., in McHenry, Ill. 

The obvious question is: if Norton Tri- 
umph goes, does CCM go with it? The 
answer would appear to be a definite 
"no." In fact, it's believed that Norton 
Triumph has developed a better version of 
the B50 motor, code-named the B55 and 
incorporating about 240 changes. But 
even if he can't obtain this unit, Clews isn't 
unduly worried. You see, while we've all 
been tagging him as a four-stroke fanatic, 
it turns out that he has no objections to 
two-stroke power after all. 

He told me recently, before the latest 
Norton Triumph fiasco: “People have 
made the mistake of thinking of me only as 
a four-stroke constructor. But if | had to 
use a two-stroke motor it wouldn't bother 
me in the least. l'd prefer the motor to be 
British, but whatever happens, | think 
we're in a position to turn to other sources 
for engines." 

In British motocross, Clews' works team 
of ex-world No. 2 John Banks, former GP 
winner Vic Eastwood, and Norman Bar- 
row, is among the most successful combi- 
nation in national events. Clews sends the 
team to occasional GPs “as a hobby,” and 
would have had Banks at the 500cc Ameri- 
can and Canadian GPs earlier this year but 
for the fact that his rider was suffering 
from a shoulder injury at that time. 

Meanwhile, in less hectic moments. he 
spends time thinking about a truly com- 
plex project — what he calls a five-stroke. 
"|t would be an inline twin-cylinder motor 
with two-stroke bottom halves, and top 
ends with poppet valves like a four- 
stroke," he says. “It would make a com- 
pact motocross bike because the cylinders 
could be arranged to run inline with the 
frame. l'd obviously need some financial 
backing to get the project under way.” 

And cash, in the Britain of the mid-'70s, 
is the very item that's even harder to come 
by than imaginative, progressive thinking. 


EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 


MOTORCYCLE: 


BUT WERE TOO CHICKEN TO ASK 





THE BEST 
STREET BIKES! 


ALLSIZES-ALL PRICES- | 


A COMPLETE BUYER'S = 
and ENTHUSIAST S GUIDE! y 


MACHINES f 


TRAMBLAZING 
POPULAR ENDURO 
MODELS 





CYCLE 
TESTS 74 
$1.50 


26 in-depth tests. Includes: Kawasaki 
S1-B; 250cc Mach t; Bultaco Mata- 
dor Mk V; Yamaha 100 MX; Kawasa- 
ki S-3 400cc; Honda CB 200; Honda 
MT 125 & 250 Elsinore; Hodaka 
Combat Wombat 125 and others. 


CYCLE 
ACTION 
PICTORIAL 74 
$1.50 


A fantastic collection of color! Moto- 
cross; Desert; National Racing . . . 
Great Crashes; European Stars; 
American Heros; Plenty of color pic- 
tures — some ready to frame for 
your walls! 


CYCLE HOP-UP 
AND ACCESSORIES 
$2.00 


Big, big book with hundreds of ideas 
for more performance. Tune-ups; 
Trouble-shooting; Carburetors; Spark 
plugs; Rebuilding; Camshafts; Light- 
weight race bikes; Desert conversion; 
much more! 






















CYCLE 
TESTS 75 
$1.50 


22 in-depth tests. Includes: Honda 
XR-75; Yamaha 100 MX; Hodaka 125 
Super Combat MX; Suzuki 250 
Champion MX; Husqvarna 250 WR; 
Ossa 250 Phantom; Montesa 250 
V-75; Maico 501; and more. 


CYCLE 
ACTION 
PICTORIAL 75 
$1.75 


Brings the best selling Popular 
Cycling pictorials up to date. More 
fantastic crashes! Motocross! Speed- 
way! Humor! 16 pages of fabulous 
action color you'll want to frame and 
keep forever! 


How to Ride 
MOTORCYCLES 
$2.00 


Judged one of the best yet! By the 
editors of Popular Cycling. Hundreds 
of how-to photos and explicit text ex- 
plain Moto-X; Trials; Desert; Enduro; 
Street riding; Along with tips from 
pros. 






































p= —— = s s n oe es) imn. pei M am 1 
I 1 
1 TO: ARGUS BOOKS: Dept. A-22 
FI RST COM E j P.O. Box 49659; hus podés Calif. 90049 
FI RST S E RV E D | Vmenclosng$ | for the issues checked below. (Please | 
| add 25¢ shipping on each item. California residents add 6% sales tax.) | 
O R D = R l O Cycle Tests '74, $1.50 O Cycle Tests '75, $1.50 | 
| D Action Pictorial ‘74, $1.50 O Action Pictorial, ^75, $1.75 | 
TO DAY | | O Cycle Hop-Up, $2.00 C] How to Ride, $2.00 | 
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Bore Kits 






Another Powroll Performer 
Increase displacement of your Honda XL-350 
from 348cc's to 412cc's. 

Powroll offers a complete range of Bore 
Kits and other related High Performance 
Products for Hondas and Kawasaki 4-strokes. 








Send 50c for Model Information 
or $1 50 for Complete Catalog 
or See Your Local Dealer 








P.O. Box 1206 D-1 * Shevlin Park Road 


Bend, Oregon 97701 * Phone (503) 382-6395 


My grip insurance at 


is Preston Petty 
“Hex yaa D 22 





"My goal at Bonneville is to consistently 
run over 200 mph on an open motorcycle 
which requires a large expenditure of time, 
effort and money. l only get one chance at 
Bonneville each year which means every- 
thing has to be right. | don't take chances 
on my equipment — only the finest gear 
available is good enough. And running at 
200 plus, | need all the help | can get. 
That's why | use Preston Petty 'Hex-Grips' 
on all my motorcycles. Even during my 
fastest 1975 run at 210 mph, | felt assured 
of holding on — that's why Preston Petty 
'Hex-Grips' are my grips — better make 
them yours!” Bi Don't confuse the mark- 
ings. Ask your dealer for Preston Petty 
"Hex-Grips'"' today! That's what record 
holders hold onto. 
For additional information 


write: P.O. Box 89, 
Newberg, Ore. 97132 
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HONDA CR 250M 


Another tip. Grab ahold of some of 
Yamaha's 20-wt. fork oil. The Honda 
was the first machine on which we had 
the chance to test Yamaha's new 
product and from first indications it 
works very well. It's almost like a 
hydraulic jack oil and doesn't foam like 
regular fork oils. When we first 
installed the fork kit we used another oil 
and although there was a big 
improvement, (most of which is credited 
to the fork kit) we still found that the 
front end pumped up after about 30 
minutes of hard riding. With the 
Yamaha fork oil the unit worked much 
better. There were no pumping up 
characteristics even after a 40-minute 
moto. Bill Bushka, Jim  Weinert's 
mechanic, had told us about this oil a 
few months ago before it was released 
to the public. He was right when he 
said it was fantastic. 

With the front working good, we 
started on the rear suspension. After 
a few runs through a sand wash it 
felt as though we didn't have any rear 
shocks at all, or at best, only half 
performance. They got hot, started 
bouncing quite a bit and all the dampen- 
ing seemed to go away. Even after the 
bike was parked and allowed to sit and 
cool, it didn't have the same good 
shocks like when we first got the bike. 

A trip down to the Honda racing 
department and a visit with Dennis 
Blanton cured our problem. The right 
shock had lost all of its nitrogen 
pressure, which left the back end to 
depend solely on the spring and the 
other shock to do all the work. À quick 
fill from a nitrogen bottle brought us 
back up to the required psi rating and 
we were on our way. 

We should point out here that you 
probably won't be able to do this 
procedure at home. Like Yamaha's 
monoshock, the rear suspension of the 
bike, if properly set up, should be 
serviced by your dealer. It's too easy to 
blow a seal or put in too much nitrogen. 
Leave it to the dealer who knows what's 
going on. 

With the suspension fixed we took 
the bike back out into the sandwash, 
set it to the stops and made a few 
passes. Again we experienced a few 
spooky situations. It still likes to wander 
about in the back end and if pushed too 
far, it will hint of a desire to do tank- 
slappers. When pitted against the RM 
250 Suzuki, we could see where the 
laid-down suspension was superior. 
You had to let off the gas on the 
Elsinore in certain spots, where at the 
same time, you could leave the Suzuki 
tapped. 

Both the riders on the test machines 
practically walk bow-legged, so there 
was no problem in the fear department 
of getting spit off. It was just necessary 











i SUPER COLOR T-SHIRTS . 


RATTY RAG NEWSPAPER LOADED 
l >== WITH DESIGNS. ARTICLES AND 
i PICTURES OF CHOPPER Bike ll 











with high crew neck band and breast 
pocket - 
Colors: Tan 
Give 2nd and 3rd color choices 





on con With the Bes 
e 


CONTINENTAL MOTO-SPORT CLUB 
COMPLETE INSURANCE PACKAGE FOR 
RIDERS AND TRACKS-PARK INSURANCE 


BUY YOUR SANCTION WHEN YOU NEED 
THEM - "NOT" A YEAR IN ADVANCE 


SANCTION YOUR NEXT: MOTO-CROSS: 
SCRAMBLES: DIRT TRACK: ROAD RACE 


MANY OTHER BENEFITS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
CM 


P.O. Box 1402 
Costa Mesa, Ca. 92626 
Phone (714) 557-3323 
10 am. - 3 p.m. 


PTT 


See your local dealer or write for free 
literature including latest road tests. 


Cooper Motors, 110 E. Santa Anita Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 
Maico Motorcycles Inc., 109 Electric Av., Lewistown, PA 17044 


BIG DADDY RAT says: 
“Wear Your. Colors” 





404- x 
- $5.00 ea. 


100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 
Yellow - Light Blue - Gold fj 


WHITE T-GSHIRTS am: .. $2.95 ea. 
WHITE SWEATSHIRTS . . . . $4.50 ea. 
Sizes 8-10-12-14-16 Adults S-M-L-XL 
pees on both sides add . $1.00 l 


WINNERS SEND 25C PP - HDLG 


ORDER FROM STORE NEAREST YO 








RAT'S HOLE cavrona Bcr., Fea. 


OR 3025 LAS VEGAS PC BLVD. SO. 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89109 


Crders Under $10.00 Add 50c For Postage 


to back off a hair on the Honda to keep it 
straight. Dragging the rear brake 
helped somewhat, but the desire to 
tank-slap was still there and finally 
surfaced twice when the bike was 
pushed beyond its limits. 

We felt that a laid-down suspension 
unit, or maybe a slightly longer 
swingarm, will solve this problem. 
Laying the shocks down appears to be 
the easiest. They’re already nice gas 
units, so you don’t have to run out and 
buy a replacement set. Lengthening 
the swingarm will take away some of 
that cornering habit the bike has. 

Getting down to particulars, we felt 
that the front tire should be replaced 
with a better unit once it wears down. 
It’s got good tread but it just doesn’t 
give you that very secure feeling and 
tends to wander slightly. The rear 
skin is a really weird looking thing. The 
blocks are irregular and we found 
that the tire works well on both a 
muddy and a dry, dusty track. It’s 
almost a combination of a Super Digger 
and a Pirelli. 

Bronze bushings in the brake pedal 
and swingarm will be necessary. Tom 
Sawyer Honda out in Saugus, Calif., 
will supply them for you. Also the 
kickstarter needs some kind of cover 
like the Suzuki has so that dirt and dust 
won’t bind up the unit. An occasional 
spray with Bel-Ray 6-in-1 will keep it 
happy temporarily, but you should get 
it permanently covered. 

The rims on the Honda, Yamaha 
and some Suzuki machines are softer 
and thinner this year, probably due to 
some sort of financial cutbacks. Keep 
your eye on them, for they like to get 
mushy and flat. If you’re really serious 
about racing the big events, it might be 
to your advantage to get some thicker, 
sturdier rims that will hold up longer. 

With the existing gearbox, you’ll find 
cowtrailing is easy to accomplish. It 
may be a step too high on a motocross 
course, but on the goat trails you’ve 
got good power and nice gears almost 
everywhere. 

The gas tank still has that terribly 
small opening. You’ve got to use a 
small funnel or gas can nozzle to get 
the fuel in. Even at that, the center 
hump of the tank is right under the cap 
and makes it difficult to see just how 
much fuel you’re getting into the 
machine. 

So the big question is, should you 
buy one? It could be the machine for 
you. With the change in suspension 
and a lay-down for the rear, it will run 
right up there with the best in the class, 
the RM 250. That, plus the fact that the 
price is good and there are Honda 
dealers everywhere with generally good 
service, makes the machine a good buy 
for the rider who enjoys both motocross 
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and enduro type riding. E 2 











HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS 


- Gary Bailey's secrets from his famous school. 
o win x Covers: Cornering, open throttle riding, body 


IMOTOCROSS 





Name 
Official book for the Gary Bailey motocross schools 
raphe popu 
Fac E EL. Address 
na sooks : 
< City 
State 





TECHNICAL BOOKS FOR 


English, jumps, push away technique. If you want 
to win, this book tells how! 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 


I'm enclosing $ 
copies of How To Win Motocross. Add 50 cents 
per book for shipping. Calif residents add 6 
percent sales tax. 










Los Angeles, CA 90049 
. Please send 
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SERIOUS CYCLING FANS 


O 1137 ALL ABOUT MINIBIKES. Doug 
Richmond. Explains what you can do with 
these hot little bikes. How to select; ride; 
improvements; setting up for boondocking; 
camping; riding rough country /$5.00 


O 1476 MOTORCYCLE RACING MAN- 
UAL. Edit. by Mike Nicks. Contributions 
from 10 experts in road racing speak out on 
specifics from Short Circuit Secrets to the 
Sponsors Story. Covers most everything. 
120 pages. Illus./$5.50 


Cj 1098 EARLY MOTORCYCLES. Con- 
struction/Operation/Service. Here's the 
best manual available for bikes of the 
thirties. Restoring, repairing or running— 
this manualis a must/$7.00 





O 1477 THE TECHNIQUE OF MOTO- 
CROSS. Ake Jonsson & Vin Gilligan. Covers 
the sport from basics to advanced tech- 
niques. Provides insights for any reader/ 
$4.95 


Lj 1139 HOW TO RIDE OBSERVED 
TRIALS. Carl Shipman. An expert tells you 
how to get started and progress to cham- 
pionship competition. Clubs, riding tech- 
niques, modifications and more/$5.95 


C) 1140 HOW TO SELECT, RIDE & 
MAINTAIN YOUR TRAIL BIKE. Doug 
Richmond. Expert's secrets revealed on 
riding, buying, fixing, modifying, etc., for 
modern trail bikes/$5.95 


1556 STREET BIKE FUN. All inclu- 
sive book includes: How to read driver's in- 
tentions; touring solo and with group; cafe 
racers and side cars. Maintenance, trouble- 
shooting, tune ups. Much more/$5.95 

















TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles, California 90049 


lmvenclosingS$: = ~ “ 
for shipping on orders under $15.00. California residents add 696 sales tax.) Please send to: 


Name 
Address 
City 





O 1478 THE MOTORCYCLE WORLD. 
Phil Schilling. Most prestigious book yet on 
early and modern history of motorcycling. 
From the pre-1920s to modern times. Ex- 
cellent color pictures /$17.95 


C 1094 MOTORCYCLE CARBURETION 

SYSTEMS. Provides descriptions, specif- 

ications and instructions for the disassembly 

and reassembly of 30 different models with 

ud photographs and detailed drawings/ 
.95 


C 1095 MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL 
SYSTEMS. Describes the basic elements of 
any electrical system, including magnetism 
and electricity, electron flow, AC vs DC, 
battery, wattage, volts and other systems 
common to all bikes/$6.95 


C 1095 MOTORCYCLE TROUBLE- 
SHOOTING GUIDE. Manual shows how to 
pinpoint the cause of motor failure and locate 
the defective unit quickly. In two sections; 
one posu 2-stroke, the other 4-stroke/ 


C 1143 RIDE AND STAY ALIVE. One of 
the better books for the novice. Covers every- 
thing from clothing to night riding/$2.95 


C 1102 RIDING THE DIRT. Bob San- 

ford. From the first page to the glossary of 

cycle terms you will be fascinated by this 

“encyclopedia” of dirt riding. Photos clearly 

demonstrate techniques and many inter- 

Ma make this an especially useful book/ 
.95 


1764 HOW TO WIN BICYCLE MOTO- 
CROSS. John Thawley. Everything you 
need to know about his exciting new sport. 
From building a track to rules to racing to 
repairing/$4.95 














for the books | have checked above. (Add 50d per item 
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FOR CATALOG AND DECAL TO: 


FACTORY TEAMS! 





BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DA Y 


NORFOLK Box 81 Rte 1A 


Norfolk, MA 02056 
MOTORCYCLES Call (617) 384-7555 








Shark 
Jaws 


Lifelike 
in every detail! 


Be the first . . . with these amazing 
shark's jaws. What a toothy conversa- 
tion piece! Mount on your wall. . . hang 
in your car or van. Authentic enough for 
classroom study. Every detail simulated 
in sturdy plastic. Nine inches wide! Satis- 


faction guaranteed. $8 95 M 
. AID 


VAN ALLEN, INC. Dept.Pc, Route 1, Box 86 
Palm Harbor, Fla. 33563 


Name 
Address 

















The world’s BEST motocross cycle! ! 


MAICO 


See your local dealer or write for free 
literature including latest road tests. 


Cooper Motors, 110 E. Santa Anita Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 
Maico Motorcycles Inc., 109 Electric Av., Lewistown, PA 17044 





«SAVE, SAVE, SAVE... 


Genuine Jim Davis Motosport Shoulder 
pads worn by competition riders through- 


Treat yourself to a genuine Malcolm Smith vented jersey. Variety of 
colors. Brand names imprinted. Only $14.95. Gold body with black 
sleeves — Husqvarna, Yamaha and Suzuki. Gold body with blue 
sleeves — Maico. Blue body with white sleeves — Husqvarna, 
Yamaha, CZ and Bultaco. Blue body with orange sleeves — Ossa. Red 
body with white sleeves — Husqvarna, Yamaha and Penton. Lime 
green body with white sleeves — Kawasaki. Red, white and blue — 
Honda. 


California residents add sales tax. 


AL JACOBS MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES 


POST OFFICE BOX 1510, BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91507 





CUSTOM MX PANTS 
Nylon and/or leather 
from $49.95 


JERSEYS TOO 
æ TM 


210 San Jose Ave. #26 PC 


San Jose, CA 95125 
(408) 293-1831 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 


(Act of August 12, 1970: Section 3685, Title 39, 
United States Code) 


1. Date of Filing — 9-30-75 

2. Title of Publication — POPULAR CYCLING 

3. Frequency of Issue — Monthly 
Annual Subscription price — $9.00 per year. 

4. Location of known office of publication — 12301 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90025. 

5. Location of headquarters or general business 
offices of the Publishers — 12301 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles, California 90025. 

6. Names and addresses of Publisher, Editor and 

Managing Editor. 
Publisher — Coronado Book Corporation — 
12301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California 
90025. Editor — George Elliott, 12301 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90025. Managing 
Editor — Brad Zimmerman, 12301 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90025. 

7. Owner (if owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately there- 
under the names and addresses of stockholders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names 
and addresses of the individual owners must be 
given. If owned by a partnership or other un- 
incorporated firm, its name and address, as well 
as that of each individual must be given) — Argus 
Publishers Corporation, Inc., 12301 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles, California 90025. Donald Werner, 
12301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90025. 
Gordon Behn, 12301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
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security holders owning or holding 1 percent or 
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9. Paragraphs 7 and 8 include, in cases where the 
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statements in the two paragraphs show the affiant's 
full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon the books 
of the company as trustees, hold stock and securi- 
ties in a capacity other than that of a bona fide 
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securities of the publishing corporation have been 
included in paragraphs 7 and 8 when the interest of 
such individuals are equivalent to 1 percent or more 
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publishing corporation. 


Average No. 
Copies Each 
Issue During Single Issue 
Preceding Nearest To 
12Months Filing Date 
A. Total number 
copies printed 
(net press run) 223,279 217,352 
B. Paid circulation 
1. Sales through 
dealers and 
carriers, street 
vendors and 
counter sales 80,378 85,665 
2. Mail subscrip- 
tions 31,559 31,044 
C. Total paid 
circulation 111,937 116,709 
D. Free distribution 
by mail, carrier 
or other means; 
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. other free copies 1,071 1,168 
É. Total distribution 
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| certify that the statements made by me above are 
correct and complete. 


Gordon Behn. 








Ask for the best! You'll be able to 
depend on VHT to do the job each 
and every time. It’s available na- 
tionwide in high performance shops. 


Send 50¢ for catalog and decals 
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. ADVENTURE 
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Back issues are jam-packed with tests, technical articles, racing 
stories and super color photos. If you missed a copy we have a 
few left for immediate shipment for only $1.00 each, postpaid. 


81 FEBRUARY '74. Tests: Yamaha 100 MX, 
Yamaha Trialer. Technical: Select the Right 
Machine; Honda 125 Elsinore Hop Up. 


82 MARCH 774. Tests: Husqvarna 400 CR, 
Yamaha GT MX, Penton Dual 250, 
Maico 501. Technical: Vibration Proof 1, Tire 
Pressure. 


83 APRIL '74. Tests: Yamaha, Mini, Suzu- 
ki 250, Yamaha 250. Technical: Balancing 
2-stroke. 


84 MAY '74. Tests: Bultaco Matador MK V, 
Suzuki TM-75L. Technical: Sachs Power 
Secrets. 


86 JULY '74. Tests: Honda XR 75, Kawasaki 
250KK. Technical: Ford Conversion. 


87 AUGUST 774. Tests: Kawasaki KZ 400, 
Montesa Cappra 250VR, Yamaha 350 
Enduro. Technical: Vibration Proof ll. 


88 SEPTEMBER '74. Tests: 125 Compari- 
sons; Husky vs. Yamaha vs. Kawasaki, 
Cooper Enduro 250. Technical: Baja Hop Up, 
Part |; Suzuki 125 Hop Up, Waterlogged Bike 
Secrets. 


89 OCTOBER 774. Tests: Bultaco 250. Tech- 
nical: Forward Mounted Shocks, Baja Hop 
Up, Part Il; Engine, Experimental Frame. 


90 NOVEMBER '74. Tests: Yamaha 125 MX, 
Ossa 250 Phantom, Maico's 240 Radial, 
Yamaha 80 Mini. Technical: Make Mini- 
Maico out of 125 Elsinore. 


91 DECEMBER '74. Tests: Maico Masher, 
Husqvarna 250 WR. Technical: CZ Setup, 
Building Maximum Honda, Part |; CZ Shock 
Hop-Up Kit. 


92 JANUARY '75. Tests: 125 Super Combat 


MX. Technical: Bike Prepping Fundamentals; 
Maximum Honda, Part Il; False Neutral Cure. 


TO: POPULAR CYCLING 


93 FEBRUARY ‘75. Tests: Yamaha DT400 B 
Enduro, Bultaco 360, Kawasaki F-9 350 
Bighorn Enduro. Technical: Telesco Tune- 
up, Maximum Honda III. 


94 MARCH ‘75. Tests: Honda 125 Elsinore, 
Carabela 125 Marquesa. Technical: Diagnos- 
‘tic Tools, Install D6 Shock Kit, Souping 
Kawasaki F-11. 


95 APRIL ‘75. Tests: Maico 250 Qualifier 
Enduro, Husqvarna 250 GP. Technical: Posi- 
tive Control Cable, Rebuilding Yamaha to a 
Winner. Special: Interview with a Motorcycle 
Thief. 


96 MAY ‘75. Tests: Kawasaki KT-250; 
Yamaha 400 Monocrosser. Technical: Rear 
chain Tests; Supertuning—Part |; Racing 
Crank for Ellsie. 


97 JUNE '75. Tests: Montesa V-75 Cappra; 
Yamaha MX 100B; 360 Bultaco Frontera. 
Technical: Supertuning — Part |l, Reeder air 
shocks. 


98 JULY ‘75. Tests: Montesa's 250 Enduro; 
Husqvarna 360 GP; Suzuki 125 MX. Techni- 
cal: Monoshocking the Minicycle; Project 
Big-Bore, I; Supertuning — Part 3. 


99 AUGUST '75. Tests: Maico's 450 Quali- 
fier; Suzuki 250 Champion; Yamaha YZ-C 125 
Monocrosser. Technical: Yamaha 80 GYT- 
Kit; Supertuning Brakes, Part 4. 


100 SEPTEMBER ‘75. Tests: Yamaha's 175 
Trialer; Can-Am 250 TNT; Maico's 450; 
Bultaco 125 Pursang. Technical: Enduro/ 
Desert tool setup; Suzuki RM 125 Hop-Up. 


101 OCTOBER ‘75. Tests: Can-Am 250MX; 
Husky CR 125 GP; Honda's MR 175 Enduro. 
Technical: Husqvarna suspension modifica- 
tion; Curnutt shock rebuild; Air fork 
suspension. 


102 NOVEMBER 775. Tests: Suzuki's RM 
250; Kawasaki KX 125; Bultaco 250 Pursang. 
Technical: Slanting Bultaco shocks; Inside 
the Bing Carburetor; Bulletproof Honda 


P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, California 90049 
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JT GUARANTEED GLOVES 
Fully padded palm and thumb. 

JT Champions — Name choice. 

JT Tibblins (Orange, Black, White) 

JT Mikkolas (Red and Black) 

Sizes: S,M,L,XL 

Your name (7 letter limit) 


All $28.85 
$ 6.00 





SCOTT 

Goggles — Clear Lens ........ $12.95 
Goggles — Polaroid .......... $16.95 
Face Mask (Blue, White)....... $ 6.95 
MIKKOLA 

Visor (White — Red-Blue Trim) . $ 6.95 
Chest Protector x <a ce case m m $28.85 





KOHO Shoulder Pads ........ $39.95 
Kids Jr. Pad (Not Shown) 

qTOSTDE WES. cuu cmm gemere $19.95 
Kids Pee-Wee 6-10 yrs. ....... $15.95 




























WFO Acrylic Jerseys — Sizes: S,M,L,XL 
(Red, Blue, or Yellow) ..... $12.95 

KOHO* “Unleathers’’ — Sizes: 30, 32, 
34, 36, 28, and 38 

Mikkola — Red, White & Blue 

Husqvarna — Blue & Yellow 

Maico-Bultaco — Red, Black & Yellow 

Yamaha-Suzuki — Yellow, Black & White 

All Sizes and Colors......... $109.85 


* Approved for A.M.A. Professional 
Motocross 





Mikkola 


Posters -- 18 x 24 


Christmas 





ROGER DeCOSTER MX Goggles 
complete with tear-offs and 





OX tra TEMS «oie cece sce peewee $9.95 
JOFA Mouthguard (red, white, 

blue, yellow).............8 $6.95 
JT WISOPS ¿yas ya kaga kasaq s us $4.95 


Kids Goggles w/extra 
lens ...... $ 5.25 


Kids JOFA Mouth- 
guard (all colors — 
red, white, blue, 


yellow .... $ 6.95 
Kids Striped Jerseys 
Sizes: 24, 28, 32 


(red-white-blue, 
orange/black, green/ 
black, green/white, 
dark blue/light blue, 
blue/maroon, yellow/ 
blue, red/yellow, 
green/yellow, blue, 
yellow, green and red 
100% cotton. $15.95 


CARRERA Goggles — Red, white, 

blue, black frames ........ $12.95 
KOHO “707” Finnfighter ..... $ 8.95 
JT Half 'n Half MX Jersey 


Body-vented (white), yoke & 
sleeves (acrylic) yellow 














Screened: u ; ss wes ew owe 8 W $13.95 

ANTOU ¿la oi Soop me ore eS Unscreened.............. $12.95 
RUSH!! My Christmas Order! 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
GITY. S TA Gin u... u... u... 
Item Size... UU . U Color. 
Item Size. Color 


Name on Glove 


C] Charge my Master Charge g BankAmericard # 
*Send Money Order to avoid delay in shipping. 


Amt. Enclosed 
Exp. Date 
Calif. residents add 6% State Sales Tax. 


Will shio C.O.D. same day! For super fast last minute delivery call us un-collect. 


JT Racing Imports — BOX A, BONITA, CA 92002 
(714) 479-9696 


L €L. II......CCC——— —  >əaə———- r — s 













































—hnLsmx o on 


con" 


P 


supreme Quality 





Jim Pomeroy 
wins with 
Pennzoil 


Winning an International Grand Prix is the 
ultimate goal of every competition-minded 
motocross rider and something weekend 
riders dream about. In Grand Prix motocross, 
the world's best riders on the finest machinery 
battle for the World Championship. Jim 
Pomeroy outran the world's best to win the 
Grand Prix of Belgium and firmly establish 
himself as America’s top rider. He is the only 
American to ever win a Grand Prix. And 

this was his second. 
Jim's factory prepared 
Bultaco 250 gets win- 
ning engine protec- 
tion from Pennzoil 
2-Stroke Motorcycle 
Oil. To compete 

with the best, you 
need the best, that's 
why Jim insists on 
Pennzoil. Take a 

tip from Americas 
top motocross 

rider, racing or 
pleasure...when 
what you ride is worth 
caring for, Pennzoil is 
worth asking for. Pennzoil 
2-Stroke, 4-Stroke and new 
Injector Oil are available at your 
favorite motorcycle dealer. 


PENNZOIL COMPANY Oil City, Pennsylvania 


